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PREFACE. 


VERY perſon, who publiſhes, is account- 

4 able to the world for the work he ſub- 
mits to its peruſal. 

The writer of the following hiſtory is 
my particular friend, and has generally ſent 
me a faithful relation of whatever he has dil- 
covered worthy of notice. 

We were brought up together—our tempers 
diſpoſitions and purſuits were very ſimilar ; 
and altho' the employment he is engaged in 
ſeparates us more frequently than we could 
wiſh, yet it tends to our mutual advantage; 
becaule our reciprocal communications have 
always the improvement of the other for cheir 
end. 


He failed the beginning of laſt year from 


Boſton, in America, upon an expedition to 
the ſouthward, and was to refreſh at Botany 
Bay,.——1 was very anxious for his ſafety, 
as I had not heard any thing of him for an 
unuſual length of time; but my fears were 
diſſipated by the arrival of the Lion, which 
brought me a packet, containing the follow- 


ing hiſtory, as well as a letter, of which this i 18 


an abſtract, | A2 
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. PR ATACE 

| My Dear Friend, a 

| «A circumſtance 2 made me 7 * 1 
« ſhould never ſce you again, has been the 
means of bringing me Wide with a 
6 * moſt happy people.” 

(1 He then relates having been Shibanreck Ly ) 

„Some particulars of the Iſland we were 
« calt upon I have encloſed——You are. at 
* liberty to publiſh them, becauſe I am really 

ina ſtate ofuncertainty, whether the opinions 


„vou will find therein contained are falſe or 
„ 


Te feel myſelf almoſt converted to A 
r way of thinking: but nevertheleſs I know 
0] not if the Veritaſians are right, how it has 
| happened that the Learned in England have 
| permitted the world to remain ſo long in 
an error of ſuch magnitude. 


Perhaps this hiſtory may occaſion 3 
[| * comroverſy, if it ſnould, do you be ſo good 
2 to collect for me every thing pro and con 
chat may be publiſhed before I return; 
| * when you and I will unbiaſſedly examine 
them, and ende to diſcover what is 


ce dach. 


a 
* 
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r You may at all events fell my Yorkſhire 
« eſtate, becauſe I am determined, if it pleaſe 
* God to ſpare my life, to purchaſe a ſhip, 
« freight it with ſuch things as may be uſeful 
* in Veritas, and get myſelf admitted as one 
olf its citizens, could I prevail on you 
and Mrs. Freeman to accompany me, my 
* pleaſure would be greatly encreaſed, and 
your good lady would be delighted with the 
* virtuous ſimplicity of this people. 

© The Lion is getting under way -I have 
only to add that I will not forget to ſend 
* you an account of Botany Bay as ſoon as 
© poſſible——I hope to be at home about 


| © next Chriſtmas.” 


Am, Gr. &c. 
Your fincere Friend, 
JAs PER RICHARDSON. 


In conformity with the foregoing, I have 


publiſhed this hiſtory, and I beg the Learned 
of this nation to take the trouble of refuting 
whatever errors may be found in the opinions 
of the Veritaſians, for from thence this bene- 
fit will be derived, that when my friend 
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Jaſber goes next to the Iſland of Veritas, be 


will take with him ſuch refutations, which, if 
they are convincing, will bring the Veritaſi- 
ans to a knowledge of the errors which 
they are 1n at preſent. 


Either we or they are in an error, and which 
ever it is, mankind in general will be bene- 
fited i in having this matter elucidated. 


I ſhall be greatly obliged to all acxfons 
who may read this book, if they will favor 
me with their ſentiments upon it, by letter 
addreſſed to me at the publiſhers, who am, 
with all truth, 


| Their very humble Servant, 
Padderton, 


Yorkſhire, NiLEKAaw F REEMAN, 


To the Reviewers. 
GENTEEM E/. 
I am permitted, to lay beste y you a ſhort 
hiſtory of a nation, which my friend has diſ- 


covered, inhabiting an iſland in the ſouthern 
9 
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I have given an abſtract of his letter, which 
accompanied it, and I think T beſt 'anſwer his 
intention when I make the requeſt, that you 
will critically and ſeverely examine the opi- 
nions delivered in the diſcourſes of the Veri- 
tahan prieſts. 


The hiſtorical part 1s written, as you will 


perceive, by a perſon, not perhaps capable 


of producing any work ſufficiently elegant 
for the pablick's entertainment; but a ſimple 
ſtatement of facts is as ſatisfactorily received 
from a ſailor, whoſe truth is undoubted, as 
from the moſt perfect writer. 


Ever ſince I have read his manuſcript, I 
have felt myſelf very much intereſted in ha- 
ving theſe opinions thoroughly examined; 
and I. doubt not but ſhould any of our divines 
think it would be proper to endeavour to 
convert this people, that, by refuting 


and proving the falſity, and irrationality 
of the Veritaſian doctrines, in a clear and 


argumentative manner, they would obtain 


their end; becauſe all the Veritaſians are 
remarkably open to conviction. | 


vin. r. 
Would you likewiſe, Gentlemen, in a 


ſhort but clear manner point — errors, 


it would greatly oblige 
| Your very humble Servant, 
+ NILEKAW FREEMAN, 
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H E. Iſland of Werten 18 about dure hundred 

miles long, and one hundred and fifty 
broad, the ſoil in general fertile, and the 
views pictureſque: Nature ſeems to 
have been partial in producing in this delightiul ſpot, 


all the beauties which are admired in the reſt of the 
earth, 


This Iſland received its name from an European» 
Jacobus Veritas; — he was a man of the ſtricteſt prin- 
ciples of honor, and his actions always marked the honeſt 
man; but diſpleaſed with the vices of the people amongſt 
whom he was born, and differing from them in his 
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opinions, he reſolved to travel round the world, and ac- 
quaint himſelf with other nations, intending to ſettle 
whereſoever he ſhould find mankind moſt virtuous and 


happy. 


In the courſe of his voyages he landed upon the Iſland 
of Veritas, and from a fuperſtitious cuſtom of the peo- 
ple, was choſen their governor or king: Finding their 
manners ſimple, their tempers docile, their genious 
quick and inquiſitive, he determined to put in force the 
ſcheme he had entertained from his youth; and on his 
Death-bed he had the ſatisfaction of knowing himſelf 
beloved by a nation, whoſe happineſs was received from 
him. 

He * BOT Wer in the giſt year of his age, 
after a reign of 60 years: his ſubjects have raiſed to his 
memory a very elegant monument, which, according to 
his will, | lng" no other epitaph than the Wee 
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Every act of his reign remains engraven on the hearts 


of the Veritaſians, who ſpeak of him with the ages 


V eneration, 


He planned their preſent form of 1 — dich 
conſiſts of King, Lords and Commons, with all the 
principal regulations that are now in force, 

Of lie King of Parliament. 

The crown is eleQiive, and the following is their re- 

gulation for the election. 


* As ſoon as the ſoul of a king ſhall, by the pleaſure 
of the Almighty God, be permitted to leave this earth, 


the lord in waiting ſhall give notice thereof to the | 


chancellor, who ſhall forthwith ſummons the parlia- 
3 2 15 


. 
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| ment to meet in the palace: The commons ſhall then 
1 * depute ten of their members to go with the chancel. 
1 lor to inſpect the body, When finding that the king did 
Flt © die Anatural'death, they ſhall make report thereof to. the 
1 lords, who ſhall immediately proceed to elect, out of 
1 * their own body, two perſons to be returned to the com- 
. * mons, for them to chuſe one of them to be king. 


Upon the choice being made, the lords and commons 
* jhall ſwear allegiance to their king; and ſhall take care 
* that information be ſent to every part of the been, of 
* whom they have elected.“ ; 


The privileges which the king enjoys are exactly the 
ſame as thoſe of the king of Great Britain, except WHETC 


otheride ordered EY e 1 55 


„ It was conſidered by the he of this government, 
that perhaps, as the ſovereign was to be choſen from the 
lords, a conſpiracy might ſometime be formed to deſtroy 
a future king, in order to promote a favorite of their own 
1 e = the law therefore provides, that In caſe the ex- 

il * amining committee from the commons, ſhall report 
Ji * that a malicious violence was the cauſe of the king's 
mi * death, the chancellor ſhall then diſfolve the parliament; 
Lil a new one ſhall be choſen by the people, and from this 
Sit new parliament ſhall a king be elected, who ſhall be 
Lit | © enthroned by the changer | 
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E 
proceed to the election of che lords, and the chancellor 
a ſhall inform the people of whom they have elected. 


Their title of lord i iS for a year, and | ſignifies merely a 
lord of parliament. 


Tn man be a leb res hundred, but as they 
are only a ſeparation from the commons, I will proceed 
to ſpeak of the nature of electing the commons. 


The whole Iſland is divided into one hundred divi- 
ſions or counties, ——each county is divided into one 
hundred pariſhes, and all perſons who have attained the 
age of twenty-one years haye a right to vote. 


Every county has a ſneriff, to whom the chancellor 
ſends orders to return ſix members for his county. Up- 
on receiving theſe orders, the ſheriff directs the miniſter 
and church-wardens of each pariſh to collect the votes 
of their pariſhioners, for the appointment of ſix perſons 
fit and proper to become members of parliament. 


Having proceeded to the election, the miniſter and 
church-wardens make their return to the ſheriff, and at 
the ſame time ſend to every pariſh 1 in their county, a 
copy of the return ſo made by them. | 


* Although the crown is thus declared elective, yet the 
Veritaſians have made it a point ever fince the death of Jacobus, 
to chuſe that perſon of his family for their king who would 
have been entitled to the crown had it been hereditarx. 


(SY 

Upon receiving the pariſh returns, the ſheriff cafls up 
the number of the votes for the different candidates, and 
returns to the chancellor thoſe ſix who have the majority; 
fo likewiſe doth each pariſh receive from its officers an 
account of thoſe perſons upon whom the lot has fallen, 
whoſe names are painted on a particular part of the 
church, and remain there the whole year, 


This election is annual, and the return is made to the 


chancellor the laſt week in the old year; the members 
meet the firſt monday in the ſecond month of the new 


year, at the parliament houſe: when, after having 


ſworn allegiance to the king, they proceed to the elec- 
tion of the two hundred lords of parliament, who are 
then preſented to the king, for him to ſelect a privy 
council of the number of ſixty ; but the whole body of 
lords meet in a ſeparate houſe, and form a ſeparate ſtate 
from the commons, 


No att of parliament has effe& till it has gone OO: 
the ſame forms as in the parliament of Great Britain; 
but further, upon receiving the ſanction of king, lords 
and commons, it is ſent to a particular committee of the 
houſe of commons, which prepares an abſtract of the 
ſame; this abſtract is returned to the commons for 
their approbation ;—it is then carried to the lords, who, 
upon giving their aſſent, direct it to be printed and 
tranſmitted to every pariſh ; it is afterwards copied up- 
on the walls of the church, and the e abſtract is 
preſerved. 
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Of their Courts. 


There is in each pariſh a court of twelve perſons cho- 
{en annually by the reſt of the pariſhioners, ſeven where- 
of make a court to tranſact buſineſs; they meet every 
fortnight for the determination of all cauſes of diſpute 


that have ariſen in the pariſn: They reduce all the 


evidence to writing, which is ſworn to by the parties: 
they give their ſentence in writing, with the reaſons for 
their verdict; and both the evidence and ſentence is 


enrolled, and _ are kept by N regiſter. 


1 LI negleſt of proper evidence, or brave 
other cauſes, one party ſhould have reaſon to think 
that the ſentence of this court is unjuſt, he has a right to 
apply. for relief to the ſheriff of the county ; who 15 then 
bound to ſend to every pariſh court under his juriſdic- 
tion, for them to nominate one of their members to 
meet him in the chief county town, on a day appointed; 


there to enquire into and determine the cauſe. 


This court of one hundred, or as it is called, the 
Centum Court, when once choſen, laſts a twelvemonth 
from the time of its firſt ſeſſions, and meets only once 


in three months, on a day appointed by itſelf, unleſs 
ſooner called together by the ſheriff, 


This court, in caſe of any doubt, has a right to apply 
to the council for their advice, ſtating the facts to the 


| Council 1n writing, and confirming them, if neceſſary, 
by viva voce evidence, | 


FF 

All the courts ſtrictly adhere to the letter of the writ- 
ten law, when there is any law applicable to the caſe; 
but Aber, ey, give W in. ee 
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courts, at which; every petſon who knows | himſelf 
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For, in the firſt Bree; tlie ahhh or individu- 
als of the twelve, have à power of redreffi ing many 
| grievances ; ; and their ſentenceand condutt are examined 
mto, by their aggregate body, when they next meet; 
from this court an appeal lies to the centum from 
thence to the council Land from the council to the par- 
lament : ——But in order to prevent unneceſlary and 
troubleſome appeals, every court that confirms the former 
ſentence, has the power of doubling the penalty, which 
it is expected to do, unleſs there appears to have been 
ſufficient caule to juſtify the appeal. 


Of the Officers of State. 


All officers of ſtate are appointed by the king, except 
the chancellor, — the ſheriff, — and the judges. 
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The Chancellor is the firſt officer of the realm; his 
appointment is for life, and he has a fixed ſalary, paid 
by che treaſury: He is made by the lords and commons 
giving their atlent to the recommendation of the king. 


He is a privy councellor and prolocutor of the lords; 
and fits at the right hand of the throne when the privy 
council are examining the merits of any appeal. 


He 1s the general guardian of all infants, 1diots and 
lunatics: To him is intruſted thoſe extraordinary pow- 
ers of applying the force of government, to afford that 
remedy for any ill which could not be given if the in- 
jured perſon is obliged to wait for the courſe of the laws: 
But as ſuch a power might be. ſometimes uſed to 
the injury of ſociety, it was (i ought neceſſary by Jacobus 
that it ſhould be intruſted to ſome perſon who might be 
amenable to the cenſure of the parliament: Yet as 
from this the king is exempt, upon our principle that 
a king can do no wrong, ſo on that account the chancel- 
lor is inveſted with this power, which in many countries 
belongs ſolely to the ſovereign, 


The public ſeals are given to the cuſtody of the chan- 
cellor, but he 1s not obliged to put the ſeal to any thing 
he thinks may be injurious to the king, until he has 
received the direct poſitive orders of the-privy council 
of the lords and of the commons, 

GC 
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He has a court compoſed of himſelf and the judges, 
which receives annually a regiſter of all the cauſes that 
have been tried by any of the courts of juſtice, with their 
judgments; and in caſe that a charge of willful miſcon- 
duct brought againſt any of the magiſtrates be proved, 


this court, with the conſent of the privy council fines 


the offender, 
| Of the Sheriff. 


The next officer in rank and conſequence in the ſlate 
is the Sheriſh of a county. 


Upon the death of a ſheriff, the court of the one hun- 
dred 1s ſummoned by the chancellor, to return to the 
king three perſons born in the county, who are fit and 
proper to fill this office. — Of theſe the king chuſes 
whom he moſt approves.— This office is for three 
years certain; after which time he is removable either 
by the will of the king, or by petition from the centum, 
which petition the king mult grant. 


To this officer are lent the writs for the election of the 
members of parliament; and by hum 1s the return made. 
He has a ſeat at the head of the hundred court. — To him 
the confirming the ſentences of the court 1s intruſted, and 
he has a nght to order once, a re-examination of auy 
cauſe which appears doubtful to him. 


He has alſo power to command the pariſh courts to 


enquire into particular abuſes, and to make their report 
to him, 
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Of the Judges. 

The four and twenty judges are appointed by the par- 
lament, at the recommendation of the king, and they 
hold their offices for the life of the king; their buſineſs 
is to ſuperintend the framing of laws, taking care that 
they are ſimple, clear and neceſſary: They alſo explain 
to the houſes of parliament the meaning and connexion 
of any of the laws; which explanation, if approved of 
by the parliament and thought neceſſary, is recorded 
and added to the former law. They fit in the houſe of 


lords, but never give any vote: And have certain ſa- 
laries, payable by the treaſury. 


The reſt of the officers of {late are appointed by the 
king, are removable by him whenever he pleaſes, and 
from him they receive their ſalaries : Two of his principal 
ſecretaries have ſeats ex officio in the houſe of commons. 


Of the Revenue. 
The expences of government are borne by the par- 


liament, who raiſe the ſupplies neceſſary thereto in the 
moſt ſimple manner poſſible. 


There is neither cuſtom, exciſe, or duty of any kind; 


| for they think that ſuch are hurtful to a ſtate, by renders 
ing it neceſſary to be at the expence of hiring people 


to collect them; which in the firſt inſtance occaſions a 
burthen ; and alſo, that it is laying a temptation in the 


way of the fraudulent to injure the honeſt and conſci- 
2 entious: Of this they ſay they are convinced, by the 
| luſtories of other nations. 
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Their method of levying the neceſſary ſupplies is as 


follows — The king ſends to the commons, to defire 
them to meet him in the houſe of lords; he there brief. 
ly ſtates the computed expences of the current year, and 
leaves them all the vouchers of the application of the laſt 
ſupplies.— The commons then retire to their own 


houſe, and one of the ſecretaries of ſtate gives them 


copies of the vouchers. 


The lords and commons ſeparately prepare their 
opinions of what ſum of money ought to be raiſed by 
each county; theſe they ſend to each other. If there 
is any difference, the commons deſire a conferrence with 
the lords; at this conferrence five lords are elected by 
the commons, and five of the commons by the lords, 
who finally determine the quotas to be raiſed; and in 
caſe of an equal diviſion on any conteſted point, the king 
decides. 


When all is agreed and ſettled, the commons prepare 
a bill for levying the neceſſary revenue; and when 
the bill is paſſed, the chancellor, by the king's order, 
ſends writs to the ſheriffs, requiring each of them to 
call together bis court of the one hundred, to lay before 
it the act of parliament, and to require it to raiſe the 
neceſſaries. This court proportions the ſum required 
according to the abilities of 1ts reſpective conſtituent 
pariſhes, which are bound to ſend their quota within 


a certain time to the ſheriff, who tranſmits them to the 
treaſury. 
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perquiſites being allowed; and failure in integrity is pun- 
iſhed in every department with the utmoſt ſeverity, 


Of thar Laws. 
Their code of laws is very ſimple, 


Their pariſh courts have power of ordering reſtitution 


to be made for every wrong, but if the convicted party 


thinks himſelf unjuſtly ſentenced, he may, within ten 
days, appeal W the ſheriff for a further examination by 
the centum court, which may either reverſe the ſentence 
ol the pariſh court, or order its being put into imme- 


diate execution: If the party does not appeal within 


the limited time, the pariſh courts have power to pro- 
ceed to execution. 


The Veritaſians puniſh no offence with death; they 
ſay they have no right to take away life, except in ſelf. 
defence. 


Two benefits they think are deſirable from laws ;j—— 


the correction and prevention of wrongs.— Sanguinary 
laws are known to fail. 


Murder they eſteem the moſt atrocious crime, yet 


they believe they ſhould not be juſtified in taking the 


life of the murderer ; becauſe, as the offence is againſt 


God, immediate human puniſhment may prevent the 


eſſect of repentance, and a ſoul may thereby be deſtroyed. 


But as the murderer cannot expect favor from ſociety, 


they therefore condemn him to perpetual ſolitary im- 


Every officer under goverment has a certain ſalary, no 
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Their method of levying the neceſſary ſupplies is as 

follows——The king ſends to the commons, to deſire 
them to meet him in the houſe of lords; he there brief- 
ly ſlates the computed expences of the current year, and 
leaves them all the vouchers of the application of the laſt 
ſupplies.———The commons then retire to their on 
houſe, and one of the ſecretaries of ſtate gives them 
copies of the vouchers. 


The lords and commons ſeparately prepare their 
opinions of what ſum of money ought to be raiſed by 
each county; theſe they ſend to each other. —If there 
is any difference, the commons deſire a conferrence with 
the lards; at this conferrence five lords are elected by 
the commons, and five of the commons by the lords, 
who finally determine the quotas to be raiſed; and in 
caſe of an equal diviſion on any conteſted point, the king 
decides. 


When all is agreed and ſettled, the commons prepare 
a bill for levying the neceſſary revenue; and when 
the bill is paſſed, the chancellor, by the king's order, 
ſends writs to the ſheriffs, requiring each of them to 
call together his court of the one hundred, to lay before 
it the act of parliament, and to require it to raiſe the 
neceſſaries. This court proportions the ſum required 
according to the abilities of its reſpective conſtituent 
pariſhes, which are bound to ſend their quota within 


a certain time to the ſheriff, who tranſmits them to the 
treaſury. 
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Every officer under goverment has a certain ſalary, no 


perquiſites being allowed; and failure in integrity is pun- 
iſhed in every department with the utmoſt ſeverity, 


Of thar Laws. 
Their code of laws is very ſimple. 


Their pariſh courts have power of ordering reſtitution 


to be made for every wrong, but if the convicted party 


thinks himſelf unjuſtly ſentenced, he may, within ten 
days, appeal to the ſheriff for a further examination by 
the centum court, which may either reverſe the ſentence 
ol the pariſh court, or order its being put into imme- 


diate execution: If the party does not appeal within 


the limited time, the pariſh courts have power to pro- 
ceed to execution, 


The Verxitaſians puniſh no offence with death; they 


ſay they have no right to take away life, except in ſelf. 
defence. 


Two benefits they think are deſirable from laws ;—— 
the correction and prevention of wrongs. Sanguinary 
laws are known to fail, ho 


Murder they eſteem the moſt atrocious crime, yet 
they believe they ſhould not be juſtified in taking the 
life of the murderer ; becauſe, as the offence is againſt 
God, immediate human puniſhment may prevent the 


elſect of repentance, and a ſoul may thereby be deſtroy ed. 


But as the murderer cannot expect favor from ſociety, 
they therefore condemn him to perpetual ſolitary im- 


( 


priſonment;: where, provided with good books, he is 
left to endeavour to appeaſe his God, for a wrong he 


can never reinſtate to man. He has food. ſufficient 
to keep him alive, brought to him once a day, by the 
goaler, who is forbidden ever to ſpeak to him. 


Other crimes are puniſhed with temporary impriſon- 
ſonment, the time being proportioned to the offence:— 
Every man in priſon is kept ſeparate and ſolitary ; nor 


has he an opportunity of ſeeing any body but the perſon 
who brings his food, | 


| OY 
The name of every perſon who is ſent to priſon, is 
publiſhed in his pariſh church, on the ſunday next after 


his commitment, with the nature of the offence and the 
ſentence paſſed upon him. 


Of Change of Property. 
In the deſcent of property among the Veritaſians, 
the neareſt relations, whether male or female ; or of the 
whole or half blood, take poſſeſſion of all property in 


equal ſhares, except where otherwiſe ordered by parti. 
cular laws, 


Their wills require few formalities, becauſe if there 
| be a widow and children, ſhe has a life intereſt in half 
the property, the reſt being equally divided among the 
children; and at her death, her ſhare becomes the equal 
property of all the children; nor can a will alter this 
ſucceſſion: Where there are no children, a man may 


(- 3s ) 


bs leave one half of his property to whomſoever he pleaſes, 
ne the other being his widows, if he leaves one; but this 
nt will muſt be atteſted by three witneſſes. 

282 


Their conveyance of real eſtates is made by actual 
livery of ſeizen, which is regiſtered in the hundred 
n- court. ; 


The foregoing are the heads of their government and 
laws, and ſo ſimple is the adminiftration of juſtice, and 
ſo well acquainted are all the Veritaſians with the laws, 
that the offences which are brought before the courts, 
are as few as can be fuppoſed; indeed to the excellent 


regulations of their reſpettive pariſhes, are to be attribut- 
ed their happineſs and virtue. | 


Mentioning their pariſhes, I am led to take notice of | 
their clergy and their ſchools. | 


The living of each pariſh is worth about two hundred 
| and fifty pounds a year of our money; this ſum is raiſed 
| by government, with the other expences, and the parifh 
officers deduft it from the account they ſend to the 
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ſheriff, This is divided into two parts Z 150 for 
a miniſter, and ¶ 100 for a curate ; but both are obliged 
there to reſidence ; nor can one clergyman hold two livings. 
half Theſe clergy are elected annually by the pariſh; when | 
ig the they are returned to fix officers, called inſpectors of the | | 
equal clergy, who go a .circuit every year through different | 


diviſions, to inſpect and make their reports to the chan- 
n may cellor, But when once a clergyman is elected, he cannot 


(66) 
be turned out, nor can another be elected without ſuffi. 
cient reaſon being given to the inſpectors, who, before 
they admit the new one, mult receive the chancellor's 
aſſent. 

As the clergy e enter into 1 profeſſion with the * 
determination of doing their duty, ſo to them is intruſted 
the education of all the youth in the pariſn.—— They 
ſuperintend the ſchools, and examine that parents teach 
their children to read their native tongue; they take 
care that there be always a ſupply of proper books pro- 
vided at the expence of the pariſh, for the uſe of the 
children; endeavouring to procure ſuch books as may 
give them a juſt knowledge of their own nature, there- 
by enabling them properly to glorify their creator.“ 

There are in Veritas ten public ſchools or colleges, 
where languages, arts and ſciences may be acquired, 
and a finiſned education received. ——Theſe are attended 
with ſome expence to thoſe perſons who ſend their chil- 
dren to them ; but the regulations are ſo excellent, that 
in them almoſt all the chief people of the nation have 
ſome part of their education, although the parents them- 
ſelves are the chief inſtructors of their children. 

In theſe ſchools they who intend to be cler- 
gymen finiſh their education and receive a certificate 
of being properly qualified for the duties of their pro- 
feſſion, but an immoral man will never be able to 


PEW Every pariſh alſo has particular regulations for the employ- 
ment of its poor—lſo that in Veritas no man ever complains of 
being unable to find work. | 
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They are very particular in enquiring into 
the virtue of their clergy, becauſe it is their opinion that 
the ſociety which admits immoral men into the profeſſor- 
ſhip of its religion, muſt be in a very rotten fate. 


gain it. 


he enquiry whether a man 1s a virtuous citizen 10 1s 
with them a matter of great concern ; and he who wilfully 


violates the laws of God and virtue, is ſure to meet the 


cenſure of the twelve, and to be lent into temporary 
confinement, 


Every perſon is brought up to ſome balls or em- 
ployment; for the Veritaſians believe that an idle man 
can hardly fail of being vicious. 


They trade with the utmoſt integrity, and their word 
is at all times as ſacred as a bond. They ſeem 
exceſſively fond of traffick, but ſeldom venture beyond 
their capital: They are very frugal and induſtrious, 
therefore failures are very rare with them; if, however, 
ſuch by accident ſhould happen, the creditors of the 
unfortunate meet together and examine his books, and 
if they find it has been through unavoidable loſſes, they 
aſſiſt in putting him into trade again; but if avarice, 
or extravagance have been the cauſe of his error, they 


deliver him to the twelve for their examination, who, 


if they think proper, order him into confinement. 


They are a lively cheerful people, fond of meetings 


where the old and young can mix together, and where 


4 
l 
' 
- 
| 
8 
N 
» 
| 
/ 
$ 


v OR ow, —_—_ — 2 — I 


618) 


the innocent pleaſures of youth are recalled to their 
minds, by the ſight of the ſame joys in their children.— 
They condemn the unnatural auſterities, which are prac- 
tiſed by many nations; they declare that God is good; 
that he is pleaſed when his creatures are happy, and 
that all his appointments are wiſe: But nevertheleſs, 
they acknowledge that man does ſometimes commit 
„ actions which are very wrong; yet, this they ſay, 
1 proceeds ſolely from his being ignorant of what is 
1 right When told, that ſome people contend that man is 
| naturally vicious, they deny it, and aſſert, that the 
Wt errors which other nations give into cannot be attri- 
| | | buted to nature, for they are in fact unnatural, as _ 
1 | ing to defeat the intentions of God. 


Wt It GE FN IRE: to them, when they read of 
1 men devoting all their time to amaſs gold and jewels, 
„ in order that it may be ſaid, they die worth ſo much. 
q Human nature cannot receive any advantage from them 
after death; yet, to obtain riches, many men are guilty 
of practices which make them run the greateſt hazard 
of being miſerable in the future ſtate ; for avarice and 
vanity do not leave them any time to think of what may 
be their lot hereafter. 


Another thing, which appears aſtoniſhing to them, 
is, that men and women in ſome parts of the world live 
together merely for the gratification of their appetites; 

and, that many women gain their living by common 
proſtitution, 
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God, they ſay, made man and woman, that they 
ſhould live together, but ordained, that by their union 
the ſpecies ſhould be continued, — Connexions there- 
fore, where no iſſue is deſired, cannot be called na- 


tural; indeed they are intirely nn of the end 
intended. 


Such never happen with them; they follow the 
dictates of regulated nature, and turn all their paſſions 
to a proper and happy courſe, They inſtruct their children 
in the knowledge of every thing; and particularly in 
the conſequence of making a proper connexion in order 


to their future happineſs. to which, virtue is the only 
guide. 


The neceſſaries of life being all they wiſh, are eaſi- 
ly procured ; And the Veritaſians teach their children 
at an early period to employ themſelves uſefully. Thus, 


S taking away the motives that actuate many nations to 
delay matrimonial connex1ons,—-their youth ſoon 
| marry, for the parents have ſeldom occaſion to diflent, 
| becauſe virtue is the chief fortune that is required both by 
| theparents and children. We aſked whethertheir children 
had not too early a deſire for marriage? They ſaid, it 


was very ſeldom the caſe, and even when it was, that it 
could be turned to the greateſt adyantage if the child 
had been properly educated ; for inſtance, if a ſon 


| ſhould fancy himſelf in love, they generally approved of 
| the nerſon upon whom he had ſet his affeftions, ex- 
| tolled her as much as he could wiſh,-and then pointing 
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out to him ſome branches of learning, of which he 
ſtil remained ignorant, they aſked him whether he 
could think that he was intitled to marry ſuch a vir- 
tuous and accompliſnhed woman ?—— Adviſed him to 
ſcudy in all things to oblige her, to gain her affections, 
and to prove himſelf worthy of her; but before he ſhould 
venture to aſk a return of her love, to acquaint him- 
ſelf with thoſe parts of edycation of which he was 
ignorant, and aſſured him that, whenever he ſhould find 
himſelf deſerving ofher, all his parents intereſt ſhould be 
Joined with his, in order that his wiſhes might begratified, 


What ſurprizes them moſt is, that the people who 
call themſelves chriſtians, who ſay that the moſt high God 
took upon himſelf our form, ſuffered death upon the 
croſs, offered up himſelf a ſacrifice to himſelf for the 
fins of the world; and who left behind him precepts 
commanding every virtue ;=— That theſe ſhould be 
the people who moſt generally, according to hiſtory, 


give themſelves up to the errors of avarice and licen- 
tious gratifications. | 


The Veritaſians are ſtrictly virtuous, and are 
truly religious, although their opinions differ from 
ours.——They meet in prayer every night and morn- 
| ing in their own families; for ſince God has not forbid 
their addreſſing him, they aſſert that they ſhould be 
wrong in negletting to exerciſe this great privilege of 
man, even if God would not always hear them; but 
as they are ſatisfied that he always will hear the prayer? 


ä . ⁵²— » . . " 
— 


1 


ne of the humble, they eſteem the honor of being permit- 
ne ted to call upon him as the moſt invaluable of any 
ir- enjoy. 


Their form of prayer bears a great ſimilitude to ours, 
and was clearly taken from it by Jacobus; there are 5 
ſome trifling alterations which render it ſeemingly more | 
connetted, and other grand alterations ariſing from their | 
creed. I here ſubjoin their form of public ſervice, 
and ſhall afterwards convey their religious ſentiments 
through the aſſiſtance of ſome ſermons, which are in the 
higheſt eſtimation in Veritas. 
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MORNING SERVICE, 
Prayer to be uſed by all Perſons upon entering the Church, 


O Almighty and ever merciful God! I beſeech thee | 

to cleanſe my heart from all impurities, and let i 
thy holy ſpirit enable me to render unto thee, a faithful | | 
and acceptable ſervice, Amen, | | 


morn” I told one of their clergy that I thought they had ſpoiled 
: forbid their firſt pſalm, Cour 95th] by altering the beautiful eaſtern 
zuld be mode of expreſſion; and that the harmony of their numbers 
lege of was no ways equal to. the tranſlation, uſed by the church of 
n; but England; it might be ſo, he ſaid, but he was ſatisfied it was 4 
prayer more agreeable to reaſon ; and he could not conceive the 
benefit to be expected from worſhiping God in metaphor, 
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10 | Die Minter ſhall addreſs the People as follows. 
1 Come, let us worſhip the lord: let us heartily re- 
ö i | Joice 1n the ſtrength of our ſalvation. 
if Halls , | ; © 
| | I: Let us come before his prefence with thankſgiving : 
[| i and ſhew ourſelves devoted unto, him. 
1.88 For the lord is a great god : and a great king over 
if HH all creation, 
1114 The ſea 1s his, ol he made it : his power prepared 
MAW the dry land. 
. O come, let us ; worſhip, and fall down: and kneel 
8 before the lord our maker. 
UP For he is the lord our god: and we ought always to 
n . . 8 0 f 
| Wa: offer unto him our unfeigned thankſgivings, 
Wot: : 5 : 
11 To day if you will render him acceptable ſervice, 
1 harden not your hearts: as we read, that the Jews did in 
"BM the provocation and in the day of temptation in the 
WE: : : f . . . . 
{UWP wilderneſs; when, as their hiſtorians inform us, they 
i my tempted him and ſaw his greatneſs. 
Wt: ! | 
„ Forty years long did they wander in the wilderneſs; 
| 114.0 and proved that they were a people who did err in their 
| hearts, for they did not know his ways. 
1 Tet, he bore with their ſins; and had mercy on their 
tranſgreſſions: | 
£53 : ? . 
l Uk And permitted them to enter the land which, according 
| 11 to the bible, was flowing with milk and honey. 
1 


Let us Praiſe God. 
tis be to thee; O thou moſt higheſt ! 


e- 
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The People ſhall ſay. 
May thy name be bleſſed, thy ways be known, and thy 
Will be performed by all mankind. —Bleſled be thy name, 
O God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


The Miniſter ſhall exhort the people as follows. 

If we ſay that we have no ſin, we deceive ourſelyes, 
and the truth is not in us; but if we confeſs our ins, 
and ſincerely repent, God is merciful and will forgive us 
our ſins, and will cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs. 


EARLY beloved brethren, the ſcripture moveth 


us in ſundry places to acknowledge and confeſs our 
manifold ſins and wickedneſs, and it is evident to our rea- 


| ſonthat we ſhould not diſſemble, nor cloak them before the 


face of almighty God, Who knoweth all the ſecrets of our 
hearts, but that we ſhould confeſs them, with an humble, 


| lowly, penitent and obedient heart; to the end that we 


may obtain forgiveneſs of the ſame, by his infinite good- 


neſs and mercy.-And although we ought at all times 


humbly to acknowledge our ſins before God, yet ought 
we moſt chiefly to do, when we aſſemble and meet to- 


| gether, to render thanks for the great benefits we have 


received from him, to ſet forth his moſt worthy praiſe 
and to aſk thoſe things which are requiſite and neceſlary, 
as well for the body as the ſoul-—W herefore I pray and 
beſeech you, as many as are here preſent, to accompany 


me with a pure heart and humble voice unto the throne 
of the heavenly grace. 
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LMIGHTY and moft merciful father, We have 
erred and ſtrayed from thy ways, We have fol- 
lowed t too much the deſires of our own hearts. We 
have offended againſt thy holy laws ; We have left 
undone thoſe things which we ought to have done; and 
we have too often done thoſe things which we ought not 
to have done.--But do thou, O Lord! have mercy upon 
us repenting finners.—Spare thou them, O God, which 
confeſs and repent of their faults. Reſtore thou 
them that are penitent—according to the aſſurances given 
to mankind by jeſus chriſt, —— And grant, O moſt 
merciful father !—that thy holy ſpirit may evermore aſſiſt 
us—1n leading godly, righteous and ſober lives. 


To thy glory. -— Amen. 


The miniſter ſhall then make this declaration. 

A* LMIGHTY God! the creator of all things, deſireth 

not the death of a finner, but would rather that 
he ſhould turn from his wickedneſs. And we may be 
aſſured, that the mercy of the moſt high will be exten- 
ded to all thoſe who truly repent of their former fins, and 
endeavour, with an humble and a contrite fpirit, to pals 
che reſt of their days in holineſs and virtue. 


Let us therefore beſeech almighty God, to grant us 
true repentance and an holy ſpirit, that thoſe things may 
pleaſe him which we do at this preſent, and that the reſt ofour 
lives hereafter may be pure and holy, accordingto the ex- 
ample ſet us of a perfect life by jeſus chriſt, in whoſe 
moſt comprehenſive form of prayer let us call upon the 
eternal for his bleſſing. 


2 
C5) 
The Miniſter and the Congregation kneeling ſhall flently and 


* devoully offer up the Prayer. 
4 UR father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
oft name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
** on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
5 them that treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us not into temp- 
* tation; but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 
FO kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
5 ever. Amen. 
85 Miniſter. 
moſt O Lord, open thou our lips; 
aſſiſ | People. 
I And our mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy praiſe; 

| Minſter. 
O God, be pleaſed to. ſave us. 

eſireth 5 People. 
er that O Lord, we beſeech thee to hear us. 
1y be — — Laer. | | . 
exten- Here follows the Luany. 
xs, and () God, the creator of the univerſe; have mercy 
to pals upon us, accept our prayers, aſſiſt our 8 

and forgive us our ſins. 
grant u Me beſcech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
ngs may Wil Remember not our offences, nor the offences of our 
ſr ofou i fore-fathers; neither take thou vengeance of our ſins ; 


o the ex- ſpare us good Lord; ſpare thy people, and be not 
85 angry with us for ever. 


Spare t 2 Lord. 


in whole 


upon UK 
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From all evil and miſchief, from fin, and from ty 
oy mee 


| Good Lord deliver Us. 


From all blindneſs of heart: from ** vain- glory 
and hypocriſy ; from envy, hatred, * malice; and all 
unaharitableneſs. 

Food Lord deliver 15. 


From lightning and tempeſt: from plague, peſtilence, 
and famine; from battle and murder, and from ſudden 
death. 


Good Lord deliver us. 


From all ſedition and conſpiracies: from ignorance 
of our nature, and of our duty towards thee; and from 
contempt of thoſe laws which our reaſon informs us 
are declaratory of thy will. 


Good Lord deliver US. 


In all time of our tribulation : 3 all time of our 
wealth; in the hour of death, and i in the day when we 
ſhall be in thy prefence to receive : thy Judgment upon 
our actions. 


Coe Lord deliver us. 


We W * PRE thee to hear us, O Lord God; 
ad that-it may ws thee to make oy ws known 


to all mankind. 


We 2 thee to hear wy good Lord. 


1 
That it may pleaſe thee to bleſs our ſovereign and 


his family, ſtrengthening them in the true W ob 
thee, 


Me beſeech thee to hear us, ack Lord. 
That it may pleaſe thee to endue the council, parlia- 


ment, and all the other cobrts, with wiſdom, uritler: 
ſtanding and the love of juſtice OW} 


Me beſcech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
That it may pleaſe thee to bleſs and keep our magiſ- 


trates and all perſons who are in office; and to give 


them grace to execute their truſts with fidelity; 
Me beſcech the to hear us, good Lord. 


That it may pleaſe' thee to illuminate all the teacli- 


ers of religion with true knowledge and underſtanding ; J 
and that both by their preaching and living they may 
contribute to thy glory, and to the —— * 
of this nation; 

We beſeech thee to hear us, good Lord, 


That it may pleaſe thee to give to all nations, unity, 
peace, and concord ; 


We beſeech thee to hear us, good Lord, 
That it may pleaſe thee to bleſs and keep all thy 


People; 


We beſetch thee to hear us, good Lord. 
E ͤ 2 
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and dread thee, and diligently to live after thy com- 


<( 28 ) 


That it may pleaſe thee to give us an heart to love 


mandments 
We beſeech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
That it may pleaſe thee to preſerve us from all bi- 
gotry. and ſuperſtition; and to 1 into the wy of 
truth all ſuch as are deceived ; 
Me beſeech thee to 3 good Lord, 


That it may pleaſe thee to comfort and help all * 
as are in danger, neceſſity, or tribulation; 


We beſeech thee to hear us, good Lord. 


That it may - pleaſe thee to preſerve all that travel 
by land or by water, all women labquring with child, 
all ſick perſons and young children, and to ſhew thy 
pity upon all priſoners and captives ; 


We beſeech thee to hear us, good Lord. 


That it may pleaſe thee to defend and provide for 
the fatherleſs children and widows, and all that arc 
deſolate and oppreſſed ; 


We beſeech thee to hear us, — Lord. 


That it may pleaſe thee to have mercy upon all men; 
We beſeech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
That it may pleaſe thee to give and preſerve to our 


uſe, the kindly fruits of the earth, ſo that in due time 
we may enjoy, them; 


We wo thice to hear us, good 


OVe 
2M- 


bi- 
y of 


ſuch 


travel 
child, 
w thy. 


ide for 
| hat are 


all men; 


e to our 
10e time 


„ 

That it may pleaſe thee to give us true repentance; to 
ſorgive us all our ſins, negligences, and ignorances, and 
to endue us with the grace of thy holy ſpirit, to amend 
our lives, and to paſs our days in friendſhip, charity, 
and brotherly love with all men; whereby, we belt 
prove the ſincerity of our devotions to thee, who art 


the God of mercy, and who witheſt the ks aa of all 


thy creatures; 


We beſcech thee to hear us, ; good Lord. 


We bel thee, O father of mercies to hear our 
prayers; and of thy goodneſs to keep from us thoſe 
things we at any time may aſk which will be hurtful unto 
us, and vouchſate to give us thoſe good things which will 
be neceſſary to our welfare, eyen ſhould our Ignorance 
prevent us from aſking them. Amen. 


We befeech thee to hear us, good Lord. 


Let us Pray. 
O God, merciful father, who deſpiſeſt not the ſigh- 


ing of a contrite heart, nor the deſire of ſuch as 
be ſorrowful, mercitully aſſiſt our prayers that we make 


before thee, in all our troubles and adverſities whenſo- 


ever they oppreſs us: and graciouſly hear us that thoſe 
evils which threaten us, and which we have juſtly 
merited, 'may, by thy providence, be averted ; that we 
thy ſervants being hurt by no perſecution, may paſs our 
time in reſt and quietneſs, and may glorify thee tor thy 
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30 
goodneſs in permitting mankind, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
to know thee; ihe one God, the creator of all things. 


Amen: 
wht: God, we have heard with out ears; and we our- 
h | ' ſelves have known the greatneſs of thy * 
h. of thy mercy, and of thy power: 


| 14 We beſeech thee therefore graciouſly to' look upon 


il our afflictions. 3 
| '# | 
„ Pitifully to behold the ſorrows of our — 
„ 
„ | f th. | p 
[| 1 Mercifully to forgive the ſins of thy people 
1 Favorably with mercy to hear our prayers. 
|; O God, let thy mercy be ſhewed unto us, 


For we do put our truſt in thee, 


Let ts Pray. 


8 W humbly beſeech thee, O Father, mercifully 


11 to look upon our infirmities; and for the 
uy glory of thy name, turn from us all thoſe evils that we 
| 7 i moſt righteouſſy have deſerved : and grant that, in all 
4 our troubles, we may put our whole truſt and conf 
1 dence in thee, and evermore ſerve thee in holi- 
b 5 i neſs and pureneſs of living, to thy honor and glory 


Amen, 


16 


5 Almighty God, who haſt given us grace at this time, 
ut, 


— with one accord, to make qur common ſupplicas 
tions unto thee: fulfil now, O Lord, the defires and 
petitions of thy ſervants, as may be moſt expedient for 
them, granting them in this world the knowledge of 
thy truth; and, when thou ſhalt be pleaſed to call them 
hence, giving them to know that their lives had been 
paſſed in conformity with thy will; that their ſouls will 


ings, the more perfect 0 of the glory of their 
| God, Amen. | 


May the phy of God be with ys p no Amen. 


End of the Laigny. 
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The following addreſs to the detty, to be offered up by the 
manſter aloud, the people following him. ſilently. 
WE praiſe thee O God! we acknowledge thee to be 
the Lord. 
All the earth doth worſhip thee, the father everlaſting ! 


ercifully 
for the 


that we is thee! creation doth adore. 
it, in all The heavens and all the powers therein. 
nd conf - To thee ! they offer up their praiſe. 


in holi- 
nd glory. 


Jo the! their father and their God! 
Holy! holy! ! holy! Lord God of ſabaoth! 
Heaven and earth, are full of the majeſty of thy glory, 


be accepted by thee, and admitted to that higheſt of bleſ.- 


1 ) 


We praiſe me O God! we thank thee for thy mercy, 

In ſending upon earth the bleſſed Jeſus, to 1 1 
darkneſs of the idolatrous world! 1 21 

Wichout this mercy, we ſhould have remained i in ignor- 


ance of thee; 
The only God! 5 
And ſhould have fall worlippel) the ol af the hea- 
„ 4 thens: 
Th 10 But thy mercy is unbounded |! and they goodneſs withou 
IH end. 
110 Vouchſafe, O Lord! ! to e us * day without ſin: 
49 That we may worthily magnify thy holy name. 
Th 1 | Make us to be numbered with thy ſaints in glory 
| 5 Mt everlaſting. 
ie O Lord, ſave thy people and bleſs them. 


Govern them, and lift them up for ever. 

O Lord have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us. 

O Lord let thy mercy lighten _ us, as our truſt i 

in thee. 

O Lord in thee have I truſted, let me never be 
confounded. 
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Then the Miniſter ſhall ſay 


Let us thank God for his mercies, and let us pray to 
Almighty God that he will oY us a due e underſtanding 
of the ſcriptures, | 
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18 pray to 
erſtanding 


© 2h 1 

Miniſter. 
Almighty and omniſcient God, whoſe goodnefs 
exceedeth the utmoſt ſtretch of human abilities; 
we thank thee for all thy mercies, more eſpecially for 
the faculty of reaſon, whereby we are diſtinguiſhed from 
and exalted above the reſt of thy creatures upon earth: 
continue, we pray thee, thy favor unto us, and let thy 
holy ſpirit move us to a due exerciſe of our rational 
powers, that we may know, and fear, and love thee, 
| the only God: keep us from all bigotry and ſuperſti- 
tion, which ever have a tendency to diminiſh thy glory ; 
and empower us in all temptations to look up to thee 
wich confidence and truſt. And now, O Lord, we 
deſeech thee to enlighten us with thy wiſdom, that as we 


ae going to read a portion of the ſcriptures, eſteemed 
by many nations thine inſpired work, we may, through 


thy blefſing, be able to know what is neceſſary for ful- 
Alling thy will; and, by the examples there introduced; 
may fee that thy providence is always watchful over 
all thy works, and that, (as thy unalterable goodneſs 


a iree agent, haſt not deſtroyed that free agency, not 
ven in preventing the introduction of errors into theſe 
ſpetted writings, — Enable us therefore, we humbly 
eat thee, to diſeover thoſe errors and to receive pro- 


uman nature is to be deceived by the arts of the de- 
gning or ſuperſtitious —We, thy ſervants, acknow- 
F 


an never change) thou, having from the firſt made mat 


lt from them, through convincing ourſelves how liable 
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ledge thy perfection and thy immutability. — We 
know that we are bound to do thy will in all things... 
We pray thee to acquaint us with it, and to give us 
grace to perform it. Amen, 


People. 


We beſeech thee, to grant this e O thou 
moſt 880 


Then Shall the Min iter read the appointed Leſſons in the 
Bible and Teftament. 


eee let the Miniſter deliver a diſcourſe adapted io 
the leſſons, explaining what is neceſſary, and pointing oil 
any apparent error in the reading: aſſuring his Auditor, 
that God never made any revelation to mankind that he did 
not wiſh them to underſtand, and that thoſe things which are 
not ſatisfaftory to our reaſon, cannot be the revelations of 
omniſcience. — Let him enlarge upon the duties that were 
taught and inculcated by Jeſus Chriſt ; let him teach tht 
greatneſs and goodneſs of God, and explain the real conſe 
quence of man in the general ſyſtem of creation, and let hit 
fimſh tus ſermon with this pſalm ; 


Be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands: ſerve the 
Lord with gladneſs, and come before his n 
with rejoicing. 


Be ye ſure that the Lord be is God; that it is be 
who hath made us, and not we ourſelves. 


We 
gs — 
e Us 


) thou 


in the 


lapted to 
ting out 
Auditors 
at he did 
whach are 
lations 0 
hat were 
teach ih 
eal conſe 


d let kim 


ſerve the 
8 preſence 


t it is be 
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O come into his gates with thankſgivings, and into 


his courts with praiſe : be thankful unto him, aud ſpeak 
good of his name. 


For the Lord is gracious, . his mercy is everlaſting, 
and his truth endureth from generation to genera- 
uon. 

Here follows the Belief, to be pronounced aloud by all. 


I Believe in God, the father almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth: And of all things viſible and inviſible. 
believe that his power and wiſdom are unbounded : 


that he is, from all eternity, a ſole ſelfexiſtent God, 
and that his duration is without end. | 


I believe that he made man, the moſt perfect creature 
upon earth; giving him reaſon that he might diſcover 
his own nature and might ſerve his God in righteouſneſs 
and holineſs of life : and I believe that God made man 


a free agent and left him to the free exerciſe of his 


powers, 


believe that the earth is a ſmall orb, (in compariſon 
with the reſt of creation) revolving round the ſun along 
with other orbs forming one ſyſtem; and which, al- 
though of immenſe extent, occupies but as a point in 
the incomprehenſibility of ſpace. 


I believe that God made the ſtars, whoſe diſtance 
from us is ſogreatasto be immeaſurable.--And perceiving 
that on earth he has done nothing in vain : I do not doubt 
but the ſtars are ſyſtems of worlds filled with creatures 


oho partake of the bounty of their God. 
F 2 
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Wt I believe that creation was an abt of the gaodneſs of 
. God, and therefore that every thing neceſſary 19 the 
| . | happineſs of his creatures was provided for them; and 
wth | that whatever unhappineſs is met with in the world has 
| 1 if ariſen through the miſuſe of the hounties of God. 
in A | 8 

| ol # I believe that God had compaſſion upon the errors 
i it! | and ignorances of mankind, who, in a counle of 
. years, had. forgotten their maker and worſhiped the 
4 1 i works of their. own Bands. I believe that his holy 
| 104 ſpirit permitted Jeſus Chriſt to have an enlightened idea 
0 of his attributes, and that Chriſt contemning the world 
ll 1 when put in competition with, the honor of the great 
| | [ 0 creator, ſuffered the cruel death of the croſs with con- 
| | 0 ſtancy, 1 in proof of the truth of his doctrines. 

10 L believe. in a futare. hate, whey bo almighty; will bo 
1 i pleaſed to make. himſelf known. to thoſe creatures who 
110 | have rendered themſelves worthy, of that greateſt of blel- 
0 1 ſings; and I firmly believe that the virtuous will be re- 
1 warded with everlaſting happineſs. 


— 
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111 N. B. It. is to be remarked of every, Belief, that, as it is a 
| „ declaration in the preſence of God, before the congregation, of 
41 | what a perſon ſays he believes, if he either doubts or, does not 
14 K underſtand any parts of the belief he utters, ſo as not to feel a 
1 | perfect conviction, it is the higheſt purjery a man can be guilty 
| 140 of, If there is any thing in the above belief incomprehen- 
Hi | | ; ſible to any one, let him paſs it by, and let no man preſume to 
Lib: ! 4 declare his belief in what he has doubts of. God requires 
| | f no ſet form of words, the heart alone he judges of, and the 
[: | f | ſimple and the contrite ſpirit will he not deſpiſe, 
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TY" Proyer by the Monſter 
the (ora we beſeech thee, Almighty God, that thy 


and holy ſpirit may urge us to a continuance in doing 


has good works, and may aſſiſt us in all our dangers and 

tribulations. —— Strengthen our faith in thee, and in- 
1070 creaſe our knowledge of thee. Make us to prove 
of ourſelves worthy the exalted ſtation to which thou haſt 
1 the called us, by ever conducting ourſelves with. humility 
holy towards thee, and with love to our fellow creatures. 
| idea Make us to know that thy goodneſs can have no other 


world deſign in creation than of diſpenſing happineſs ; and that 
great if any other reſult takes place it is not agreeable to thee, 

Som but that it ariſes from the perverſeneſs. of thy creatures, 

to whom. thou haſt. permitted the. freedom of chuſing 

will, be what is right or following what is wrong, 

es who 1 

of blel⸗ Thy mercy ſhines conſpicuous in all things here on 

V be re. earth: And thy greatneſs in the immenſe, though regular 

ſyſtems of worlds which thy goodneſs has permitted 

the ſenſes of man to perceive, ſuſpended in the regions 

of ſpace; in harmony fulfilling thy will. 


as it 1s 4 
gation, of 
does not 


Teach us to know our duty — K 
t to feel a 


thy will in, all thy things; — to paſs our lives ſubſervient: 


1 be guilty to the dictates of reaſon. Make us to be truly ſen- 
_ üble of thy mercies,, more. eſpecially: of. the. bleſſings 

re ume UW . : . EE 
# od we enjoy, through the merits af Jeſus. Chriſt, of being: 


the worſhipers of thee, the true God, inſtead of remain- 


aud the Wi. . : | : 
* ing in the ignorant worſhip of idols. 
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Make us, in all our actions, to prove ourſelves wor- 
thy of this tranſcendent goodneſs, and aſſiſt us in con. 
ducting ourſelves 1 in ſuch a manner as may not be dif. 
pleaſing to thee, derogatory to thy greatneſs, or unwor- 
thy of © creatures to whom thou. haſt permitted a 
knowledge of thy attributes, 


To thee, O Lord, we addreſs ourſelves, who 
knoweſt the infirmities of man. — We beſeech 
thee to have compaſſion upon us who are continually 
liable to forget our God, through attending too much 


to the ſolicitations of temporal concerns; ſend down 


thy bleſſings upon us, who humbly ſeek thee, and com- 
fort us, in all our troubles, with the conſciouſneſs that thy 
aſſiſtance is not far from us. Let love and unanimity 


. . pervade the whole of thy people; let thy proteftion 


be given to all ſorts and conditions of men : and inſpire 
us all with ſuch a ſenſe of our duty towards thee, that 
we may evermore regulate our actions to thy glory. 


Accept, O moſt mighty and moſt perfe&t being, the 
ſervices which we thy ſervants do, in this thy day, 
endeavour to render unto thee ; and grant, that we may 
continue, daily, to increaſe in grace, until it ſhall pleaſe 
thee to call us from our earthly body to that bleſſed 
immortality, which our ſouls moſt fervently hope 
for. 

To chee, and to thy name be all honor and glory, 
world without end. Amen. 


End of the Morning Service. 
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= EVENING SERVICE. 

con- 

> diſ- 3 

ca Prayer: 

ed a F | | eg 

5 B us, O Lord, in all our doings with thy 

| moſt gracious favor, and further us with thy 

who continual help; that in all our works begun, con- 

eſeech tinued and ended in thee, we may glorify thy holy 

nually name; and finally, by thy mercy obtain everlaſting 

much life, according to the aſſurances ee to us, 

down by Jeins Chriſt. Amen, 

1 com- | * 4| 
. thy Minſter. 
mimity 5 | 
tection \ GIVE thanks unto the Lord, for he his gra- 
| inſpire cious, and his mercy endureth for ever. 
ee, that | | | | | 
ory. O let your ſongs be of him, and praiſe him, and | 
ing, the let your talking be of all his wondrous works. | 
thy day, i 
we may Yet who can expreſs the noble acts of the Lord! | 
all pleaſe or ſhew forth all his pratle ! 
it bleſſed | 
y hope Seek the Lord, O ye people! rejoice in his holy 

name ; let the heart of thole who ſeek the Lord 

nd glory, IE: | 


For he is the Lord our God; and his — are 
in all the world. 


1 N 0 1 15 

5 i | — . 

10 [it -  Thankſgtomng. 

010k 18 a 

1 LMIGHTY God, father of all mercies, we, 
[ x! Hh thine unworthy ſervants, do give thee moſt 
$3.2/16 54 

| | 1 humble and hearty thanks for all thy goodneſs, and 
1 loving kindneſs to us and all men. 

Nn | . 2 

al | We bleſs thee for our creation, preſervation, and 


MAL all the bleſſings of this life; but above all for thine 
14% ineſtimable love, in ſuffering the bleſſed Jefus to 
1s declare to mankind the truths of thy greatneſs and 
10 power; thus giving us the means of grace, where- 
by we hope for glory. And we beſeech thee, 
140 give us that due ſenſe of all thy mercies, that our 
N | | With hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, and that we 
i may ſhew forth thy praiſe, not only with our lips, 
1 but in our lives, by giving up ourſelves to thy fer- 
1 I! vice, and by walking before thee in holineſs and 
1 righteouſneſs all our days, through the inſtruttions 
WIE left us by Jeſus Chriſt, in whoſe moſt perfect form of 


words we offer up our humble petitions. 


The Mins/ter and Congregation full filently pray. 

| UR father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
| name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, And forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
them that treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us not into temp- 
tation; but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 
' 1 Re kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 


10 ever. Amen. 
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( 44 }) 
: Minger, 
Date wa 1 hrethren, any the bible, and 


2 in the 2oth chapter of Exodus, we find a ſet 
. of commandments, ſaid to have been delivered by 
the almighty to Moſes. | 
1 Their beautiful, yet majeſtic ſimplieity, 8 
5 | them to have been written by one who felt the 
| 5 greatneſs of God, and our reaſon afferits to their 
2 propriety. In their due obſervance all religion and 
BY : morality con fiſts, I will therefore read part of them to 
«5h you; and let us, after each commandment, offer unto 
by the Almighty a prayer, that he will have mercy upon 
: = us, and incline our hearts to keep theſe laws. 
a * 
8 COMMANDMENTS. 
ſs and . Thou ſhalt have none other Gods but one, for 
ations God, alone is the ſole creator of all things. 
em 8  Peophe. 
Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep 
25. this lat. | 
be thy WF II. Thou ſhalt not make to thyſelf any graven image, 
be done nor the likeneſs of any thing which is in heaven or 
ur daily in earth, in order thereunts to fall down and wor- 
forgive ſhip, 3109 | 
o temp- 
\ is the Lord hate nerty upon us, and back our heatts to keep 
Fi ind this ldth. 
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III. Thou ſhalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain, for the Lord will vot hold him wu 
that taketh his name in vain. 


Lord, have mercy upon Us, "Ol incline our "hearts to 
keep this law. 


IV. Remember PE thou keep holy the ſabbath day, | 


| ſix days ſhalt thou labour, and do what thou haſt to do; 


but the ſeventh ſhall be conſecrated as a ſabbath to the 
Lord thy God: in it thou ſhalt not do any manner of 
work to gain a living, neither ſhalt thou ſuffer any of 
thy family. 


Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law. 


V. Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy days 


may be long in the land which the Lord thy God hath 
given thee, 


Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to het} 
this law. 


VI. Thou ſhalt do no murder. 


Lora, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to hee 
this law. | 


VII. Thou ſhalt not comm adultery. 


Lord, have mercy npon us, and incline our hearts to ket 
this law. 


6 


thy VIII. Thou ſhalt not ſteal. 


Itleſs 


Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep 
this law. 


rts t | 
ee IX. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy 


neighbour. 


1 Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep 
o do; we 
this law. 
to the | 
ner of X. Thou fhalt not covet thy neighbour's houſe, 
any of thou ſhall not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his man 
ſervant, nor his maid ſervant, nor his ox, nor his aſs, 
1 nor any thing that is his. | 
Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all theſe thy laws in 
| our hearts, we beſcech thee. 
hy days 
od hath | 
(> Here let the miniſter deliver a ſermon, explanatory 
of one of theſe commandments, pointing out, with all 
5 to hetf due ſimplicity and clearneſs, the abſolute neceſſity of 
every perſon, who wiſhes to bear the name of a rational 
creature, exerciſing his faculties to underſtand the full 
meaning of theſe commandments, and endeavouring to 
ts to keep conduct his life in conformity with them. It is 
the duty of the miniſter of God, to aſſiſt and correct 
the failings of his cure; let him therefore, if he per- 
caives any public vice gaining ground among his pariſh- 
ts to lee Jioners, declare from the pulpit his reaſons for believing 


it offenſive to God; adviſe the amendment and correc- 
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( 44 ) 


tion of it; and let him privately admoniſh any he may 

find tranſgreſſing the ordinances of God, through paſſ- 
ing their lives in an unrighteous manner. Let him 

always addreſs the reaſon. of his auditors, encouraging 

them to apply to it at all times ; and let him he ready 

to explain to every one (however low in ſtation or weak 
in abilities) whatever doubts or difficulties may oppreſs 
them; for by this condeſcenſion a foul may be ſaved from 
perdition ; and before the throne of omnipotence, the ſoul 
of a poor man is of equal value with that of the molt 
exalted upon earth. When the miniſter finiſhes his 
diſcourſe, let him offer up the following pſalm; 


God, be merciful unto us, and bleſs us, and ſhew 
us the light of thy countenance, and be merciful 


That thy way may be known upon earth; thy ſaving 
health among all nations, 


Let the people praiſe thee O God: yea, let all the 
people praiſe thee ! 


O let all nations rejoice and be glad; for thou doſt 
judge the folk with righteouſneſs, and doſt govern will 
wiſdom every part of thy Works. 


Let the people praiſe thee, O God; let all the pco- 
ple praiſe thee. 34 


O God, bleſs.us; and let all parts o the warkl lea! 
to know thee, and to do thy will. 


1d ſhew 


nerciful 
y ſaving 
et all the 


hou doſt 
rern Will 


the peo- 


orld lea 


1 

Then ſhall the earth bring forth her increaſe; and 
thou; O God, even our own God, {halt 15 us "if 
bleſſing. GEV. 


All FA Congregation ſhall /a 9 ' 


Glory by to God, in the higheſt; and on earth, peace 


and goodwill towards men. 


2 raye 7. | 


0 God, from whom all holy defires, all good coun- 
cils and all juſt works do proceed, give unto thy 
ſervants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be ſet to obey thy commandments : 
and alſo, that by thee, we being defended, may paſs 
our time in reſt and quietneſs, and in'a'due perform. 


ance of the duties taught us by the n of Nite 
Chriſt. Amen. | 


Prayer. 


IGHTEN our darkneſs, we beſeech thee, O Lord; 


and by thy great mercy, defend us this night from 
all perils and dangers. Amen. 


Let Leffons in the Bible and Teftament be | here read: 
; Afterwards . this Prayer. 


0) God, the creator and preſerver of all mankind, we 
humbly beſeech thee for all ſorts and conditions 


| of men; that thou wouldeſt be pleafed to make thy 


ways known unto them, thy faving health unto all na- 


(ao +] 


truth, and may hold the faith in unity of ſpirit, in the 
1 bond of peace, and in righteouſneſs of life. Finally, 

| we commend to thy fatherly goodneſs, all thoſe who are 
any ways afflicted in mind, body, or eſtate : and pray that 
le it may pleaſe thee to comfort and relieve them under 
| 0 | 5 their ſeveral neceſſities, giving them patience under their 
10 [ {ufferings, and a happy iſſue out of all their affliftions. 
N Amen. | 


| 
(Mill 
Ke tions. More eſpecially we pray thee for the good 
; i | eſtate of thy church; that it may be ſo, guided and go- 
. [ verned by thy good ſpirit, that all who profeſs and call 
4 " ll themſelves thy ſervants, may be led into the way of 
n 
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God, whoſe nature and property is ever to have 

LS mercy and to forgive, receive our humble peti- 
icing. and though we be tied and faſt bound with the 
chain of our fins, yet, Jet the pitifulneſs of thy great 


=» wy 
— CU — 
—— 


— ge 


rr a I AY 
—— 


9 1 — 
8 
— — — = 
— 


—— 


MS — —— — — Ir 


— 
— 


. AGE ET II ESE 
— — — . — 


<a 
5 — 
uchi © © 10832 


| | I mercy looſe us for the honor of thy holy name. Amen. 

1100 3 

14 | 1 End of the Evening Service. 

14 Wy N. B. As the pariſhioners have met together to celebrate the 
| if | iy honor of their God, and as muſic has a great effect in elevating 
1 che ſoul to juſt ideas, let anthems, properly ſelected, be now 
in 

in performed; and choral parts, expreſſive of the greatneſs of the 
inn Almighty, be adapted for the congregation to join in: And 
1 let the evening be paſſed in a ſtudied attention, to render 
N Honor to him who liveth and reigneth for ever, and ever. 
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aid c O M M U NI O N. 

0 5 On the finſt Sunday i in the Month, let the Commemoration 
| - of the laſt Supper of Chrift and his Diſciples, be celebrated 

* 1 with Piety and thanks=for in the 22d Chapter of St. Lal. 

ally ae are told of his appointment of it. 

10 are This do in Remembrance of me.” 

iy that | | | 
under Let therefore a table be covered with a fair Cloth, and 


r their let Wine and Bread be ſet thereon, and the Communicunts 
ctions. WH fanding round, let the Miniſter exhort them as follows. © 


EARLY beloved in the Lord, we are met 

4 together to celebrate the commemoration of 
o have the laſt ſupper of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe doctrines we 
le peti- acknowledge as the foundation of our hopes; it is 
rich the therefore our duty to examine ourſelves before we 
y great preſume to eat of that bread, or drink of that 
Amen. cup. 


| The moſt perfect being, by every account, that 
ever was upon earth, after having exerted himſelf 
to the utmoſt in calling mankind to the knowledge 
of the true God, foreſaw that the malice of the 
Jewiſh prieſts would prevail, and that his life would 


be taken away as a facrifice for having diſcovered 
their errors. 


-brate the 
elevating 
l, be no- 
eſs of the 
n And 


to render 


Celebrating the paſſover (which was a high feſti- 


val with the jews) the friend of mankind perceived 
ever. | : 
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void of pride, he merely forwarned his diſciples, that 
his end apprbached; and after having given thanks, 


( 48 ) 


the hour was come, when he was to be delivered 
up to the puniſhment of death : — —Full of virtue, 


he brake the bread and gave to his diſciples, and 
likewiſe gave them of the cup, ſimply commanding, 


« This do in remembrance of me.” 


The benefits which we have received from the 
communications of + Jeſus Chriſt, juſtly entitle him 
through the goodneſs of almighty God, to the high 
name that is given him by many nations, of Saviour 
of the world, for before his time idolatry pervaded 
the whole earth. . It becomes us therefore 
with thanks and praiſe, to declare the goodnefs of thi 
almighty God, and with unfeigned gratitude t 
acknowledge our ſenſe of the bleffings we hae 
received through the life of Chriſt Jeſus ; who deſi: 
ed this feſtival ſhould be kept, that, as often as we 
ſhould meet together to celebrate it, we might con. 
ſider how boldly he ſacrificed his life for the glory 
of the moſt high; and that we might be encouraged 
nobly to ſacrifice every preſent deſire, which ſhould 
in the leaſt interfere with that higheſt concem, 
vize our endeavour to fulfil the will of God; — let ut 
therefore addreſs ourſelves to Almighty God, that be 
will be pleaſed to ſent his oy ſpirit among us ko clean 
us from all our ſins. 


( 3» } 


livered | 

virtue. Prayer: 
les that | | 

thanks, () Omnipotent and all-wiſe being, thou creator of all 
s, and things, have favor upon thy humble ſervants who 
zanding, 


offer up their prayers unto thee ;—Let thy holy ſpirit 
ſanctify us, and impart into us new life ;—make us to 
know, to fear, to love thee : —And grant that the 
reſt of our lives may be conducted to the glory of thee 
om the Wl whoſe goodneſs, mercy and power are conſpicuous in 
tle hm all things. We thank thee, O God, with our 
the high WF whole hearts, for all thy loving kindneſs to mankind, 
f Saviour (I more eſpecially for the knowledge we have received of 
pervaded WF thee, through Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe life was a proof of 
therefore his faith and confidence in thee. Grant that we 
fs of the BI who are here met together in all humility to acknow- 
itude to ill ledge: thy goodneſs, and to commemorate the laſt 
we have Wi lupper of Jeſus Chriſt, may receive the full benefit of 
ho deli- WF thy mercies, through conſidering and perceiving the 
en as we i duty of a creature's ſtudying to fulfill his maker's will 


ight con. in all things; and therefore, that we may from hence- 
the glor) Bi forth exert ourſelves in avoiding the errors and vices of 
ncouraged BY the world. And, O Lord, as we are fully perſuaded 
ich ſhoul! BY that the conduct of Jeſus Chriſt was pleaſing to thee, ſo 


concen, 


1, that he 
9 ko clean 


ve beſeech thee to grant us thoſe powers which will 
enable us to conduct ourſelves in ſuch a manner, that we 
may anſwer the deſign wherefore thou wert pleaſed to 
| call us into being. Amen. 
| H 
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Pardon (Mir offences, { } inal high; and {1 reygthen 


901 Conßgdence 1 thee. 


Thou knoweſt our ſecret thoughts: thou knawelt 


the things we ought to aſk. 


Cite unto us. we hymbly hefe>ct ther. thole tungs 


which are neceffary to our ſalvatſon. Amen, Amen. 


Prayer, 
Almighty and ever mereifnl God, who hadft com. 
paſhon won the infirmities of man, and didſt m. 
part à true knowedge of thy majeſty to the blefe 


Jeſus: We humbly hefeech thee, that we, thv creates 


receiving this bread and drnkme of this cup in remen- 


brance of that auguſt perſonage, may be fill'd wit 
gratiade and love towards thee: and thus, continual! 
recalling to our minds the ſaerifice which he made. tha 
we may be lead to avoid every offence: in though: 
word and deed. to endeavour to glontv hy hoty am: 
Amen. 


Meneſler. 
EARLY beloved, this bread and wane are ever 
% You agreeable {0 te inſtituuon of Cl! 
thai as often as ye meet together to partake ! i Y 
hould be induced to examine and contider he wic e 
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our confidence in thee. 


the things we ought to aſk. 


( 50) 
All the Congregation. 


Pardon our offences, O moſt high; and ſtrengthen 
Thou knoweſt our. ſecret thoughts thou knoweſt 


Give unto us, we humbly beſeech thee, thoſe things 
which are neceſſary to our ſalvation. Amen. Amen. 


Prayer. 

O Almighty and ever merciful God, who hadſt com. 
paſſion upon the infirmities of man, and didſt im- 

part a true knowledge of thy majeſty to the bleſſed 
Jeſus : We humbly beſeech thee, that we, thy creatures, 
receiving this bread and drinking of this cup in remem- 
brance of that auguſt perſonage, may be fill'd with 
gratitude and love towards thee ; and thus, continually 
recalling to our minds the ſacrifice which he made, that 
we may be lead to avoid every offence; in thought, 


word and deed, to endeavour to glorify thy holy name, 
Amen. 


Miniſter. 
EARLY beloved, this bread and wine are delivered 
to you agreeable to the inſtitution of Chriſt Jeſus 
that as often as ye meet together to partake of it ye 
ſhould be induced to examine and conſider the intent 0 
the ſacrifice he made, when he offered up his lite i 


ngthen 


:noweſt 


e things 
\men. 


daft com- 
didſt im- 
e bleſſed 
creatures, 
1 remem- 
1d with 
Mntinually 
jade, that 
thought, 
dy name. 


delivered 
hriſt Jeſus 
e ol it je 
> intent of 
his life 


„„ 
proof of his confidence in God. Ve know that ye made 
not yourſelves, that all your powers are confined, and 
that there muſt, of neceſſity, be one ſelfexiſtent being; 
this being we call God. Examine every part of 
creation, his wiſdom and goodneſs are fully diſplayed; 
and love and fear muſt pervade every reflecting mind. 


To this omnipotent Being all honor and praiſe are 
due; but we perceive, throughout the world, numbers 
ignorant of him, and acting contrary to the good of their 
tellow creatures; hence, we lee the freedom he has given 
to man of acting as he thinks covenient to himſelf. 


This licence had the effect of producing a general 
depravity among mankind, but as the laws of God are 


immutable and all-wiſe, the world could not be prevent- 


ed from wickedneſs by any extraordinary ſupernatural 
interpoſition of the Almighty, without deſtroying that 
free agency, which, perhaps is the grand diſtinction 


of the race of man in the general ſyſtem of creation, and 
| which, being taken away from man, would be the means 
| of rendering one ſpecies of creatures extin& ;—God 
| therefore of his infinite goodneſs, called Jeſus Chriſt 


to a true knowledge of his attributes, and enabled him 


to declare to the world thoſe truths which the errors 


of mankind had obſcured. 


By Jeſus Chriſt were the commandments of omnipo- 
tence declared, his goodneſs proclaimed, and his power 


made known to all men. 
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( 68 ) 

Let us then, my brethren, when we eat of his bread 
and drink of this wine, acknowledge with gratitude the 
goodneſs of God; and let us conſider ourſelves as be. 
ing partakers of the laſt ſupper of Jeſus Chriſt; —— le 
us recall to our remembrance, all thoſe doctrines which 
are clearly his let us enter into his views, and let u 
prove ourſelves man the favoured creature of our God 
let us ſeek to know his will, —let us ſtudy to fulfill it 
and let us draw near and partake of theſe viands in 
folemn aſſurance and confirmation to one another, tha 
we believe in one God, as declared by Jefus Chriſt ; 
that we thankfully remember the merits of the life ol 
Chriſt ; and that it 1s our full determination to endeayour 
to prove ourſelves worthy the ſacrifice he made, by 
ſhewing charity to all mankind for the ſake of him whom 
we now celebrate. 


One charge more I have to give you,——viz. that 
this is a ſolemn a& before your God, who knoweth al 
things and cannot be deceived ; ſearch therefore your 
hearts, examine into your ſins, ſee if any remain whic 
you have not repented of, or whether any malice ot 
wrath 1s in you that you have not determined to con 
quer; if ſuch there be, leave, I beſeech you, this table 
nor think to mock your God; go home, repent of you 
fins, forgive thoſe who have offended you, and com 
to our next celebration with contrition and ſincerity o 

' heart:=And be ye aſſured that God, upon your ſince: 
repentance, (which he alone can judge of,) and your ii 
determination to avoid offending for the future, v 
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663 
nvoribly hear thoſe prayers you then ſhall offer up to 


him for forgiveneſs of the ſins with which your conſci- 
ences have been oppreſſed. 


The, Miniſter addreſſing himſelf to the Communicants, ſtall 
ſay, after breaking the Bread, &c. 

AKE and eat of this bread in remembrance that 

Chrift gave up his life rather than deny his God. 


Take and drink of this cup in remembrance of the 
blood that Chriſt ſhed for the ſake of mankind, —always 
fecollecting that he died in charity with all men, pray- 
ing upon the croſs for even thoſe who had been his 
enemies; — and let us, with unfeignedneſs, offer unto 
Cod the ſacrifice of thankſgiving in full determination 
of leading virtuous lives, to the end, that God may be 
glorified, and may be pleaſed to admit us unto a more 
perfett knowledge of him. » 


Here tet every one offer a gift according to his abili- 
tes, and let theſe giſts be — to the uſe of the poor of 


te partſh. 

The Congregation ſhall ſay, — 
We offer up theſe gifts, to thee O God, as an acknow- 
edgment of thy mercies, and in teſtimony to one an- 
ther, that we are in charity with all men. 

Then this Pſalm. 

Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace and 
odwill towards men, 
We praiſe thee, O God; we bleſs thee ; we worſhip 
ee; we give thee thanks for thy great glory, O Lord 
od, our heavenly king; O God, the Father Almighty. 


419 
Miniſter. 
K peace of God which paſſeth all underſtanding, 


keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of God, and in remembrance of the dottrines of 
Jeſus Chriſt; and the bleſſings of the one, true, ſole, 
ſelfexiſtent, God be among you and remain with you 
always. Amen. bs , 


Fomof MATRIMONY. 


When the couple to be married and their friends come to 
the altar, the miniſter ſhall addreſs them as follows. 


Draxy beloved, we are here met together 3 in the 

ſight of Almighty God, to hear the plighted troths 
of theſe two perſons who purpoſe to pee their lives 
in unity and love. 


The ſtate of matrimony is honorable in every part of 
the world; altho' many nations differ in their ideas of it. 
We eſteem it the ſolemn engagement of virtuous per- 
ſons, made publicly to the community, that they will 
fulfil the commands of their maker in temperance and 
chaſtity ; and that they will, to the utmoſt of their pow. 
er, perform the duties of good parents: but mar- 


riages are equally ſacred without conforming to cere- 


monies. 
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Let me beſeech ye, who are about to acknowledge 
each other in the near relation of huſband and wife, 
to conſider fully the duties of this ſtate. God has 
given to man the greater ſtrength, and has appointed to 
woman to bear children, and weakneſs with neceſſary 
confinement is the regular conſequence of the birth: 
Thus are your duties clearly pointed out to you. 


To comfort and protect the woman, to endeavour to 
eaſe her from the anxiety ſhe may feel in her time of 
12 by mild attentions and tender love; to inſtruct 
her and encourage her in all the virtues 1s the true duty 


N of man. 


While the woman, ſenſible of the weakneſs of her 


| ſex, ſhould exerciſe that delicate effeminacy which nature 


bas given her, and which is the firſt delight of man, in 


| fumiſhive yet cheerful love. 


Let religious virtue appear in all your aftions, and 


| while he affords thee protection, return him thy love 


ich that ſweetneſs which never fails to rivet the affec- 
tions of man.— And if it ſhall pleaſe the heavenly 
Father to intruſt you with the care of children, let your 
| condubt towards them prove your ſenſe of the duties you 
owe to God. So ſhall happineſs attend you both in 
| this world and in the world to come. 
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( 
Brethren, attend to the declarations of theſe perforis. 
Qu. 10 the Man. | 


1s there any other woman whom thou n to this 
An. 


Ou. To the Woman, 


Is there any other man whom thou wouldeſt wiſh to 
marry in preference to this ?—An, 


Does any one in the congregation doubt their aſſer. 
tions? 


Wilt thou N. N. have this woman to thy wife ? wil 
thou endeavour to fulfil the will of God, in loving her, 


protecting her, and keeping. to her only as long as ye 
both ſhall live ?—Iwill. 


Wilt thou N. N. have this man to thy huſband ? and 
performing the will of God, keep thee only unto hin 
as long as ye both ſhall live ?—I will. 


Then ſhall the Man ſay 
Before this congregation I hoteles thee N. N. fo 
my wife, and in token whereof, I give thee this ring, 


engraved with my name ; by which, from henceforth, 
thou ſhalt be known, 


mir 


Then ſhall the Woman ſay, 

Before this congregation I acknowledge thee N. N. fo! 
my huſband, and in token whereof, I give thee thi 
ring, engraved with my maiden name ; which, iron 
henceforth, I will no more uſe, 


3 I! 
Then the Miniſter ſhall ſay, 1 
f a : 5 1 
Brethren, from henceforth reſpect this couple as man . 
4 a | | 31] 
ad. and wife ; and may God, of his infinite mercy, bleſs 1 
| 11 
YOU, : a | 
| 
Prayer. | 
to O* God, we beſeech thee to bleſs theſe thy ſervants, 1 
| and to ſow the ſeed of eternal life in their hearts, [3% 
© that whatſoever to thy glory they may undertake they 19 
| 


may ſucceſsfully fulfil : —— And grant, that they, ſtudying 


thy will in all things, and always being obedient unto if 1 
wilt it, may be in full ſafety under thy protection, may b 3 | 
her, abide in thy love unto their lives end, and may tnally 0 
s ye receive everlaſting ſalvation. Amen. i j | 

and N. B. The marriage is to be regiltered—and atteſted by the [ li | | 
hin miniſter. 1 Wil 


J. fol 
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forth, 
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EARLY beloved brethren, for as much as it hath 
: pleaſed Almighty God that we ſhould be born in 
lignorance, and that the powers of our reaſon ſhould, in 
a great meaſure, depend upon the cultivation beſtowed 
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N. upon it; it evidently behooves every parent to attend 4 
nee thi 1 


to the education and inſtruction of his children. — But 
che ſalvation of their ſouls is a concern ſo great, that 
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our government has thought proper to adviſe, that 
there be provided for infants, a new relation, whoſe 
chief concern ſhould be to take care that in due time they 


be inſtructed in ſuch a knowledge of their own nature, I 
as will lead them to know, and love and fear God :—And 
to render them worthy of admittance into the kingdom 
of heaven ; by inducing them to paſs their lives as q 
good and virtuous citizens, whereby they will beſt * 
prove the ſincerity of their profeſſions of religion. 
| tu 

Let me therefore exhort you who are to be god- 1a] 
fathers and god-mothers of this child, that you will ſin- 
cerely refle& upon the duties you are about to under- 
take; not efleeming it a trifling matter of mere form, the 


but ſteadfaſtly and ſincerely purpoſing to fulfil the ſpirit 
of the obligation you are now about to lay yourſelves 
under; conſidering, that to you the child is hereafter 
to think himſelf indebted for the happineſs he may en- 
joy, or to blame you for the ignorance he may be in ani 
for the miſery he may ſuffer, if you wilfully neglett oi 
give him the information neceſſary to enable him c 
condutt himſelf in religious temperance and charity. 


To ye therefore, who appear before me as intending 
to be the parents in God of this child; I now addre!s WW 
myſelt : | | ; tho 


Will ye, in the name of God, take care that ths 
child ſhall be educated in his native language ? 


ing 


els 


thus 


4-0 3 


Will ye, to the beſt of your abilities, provide him 
with uſetul and good books ? 


Will ye pay attention to inſtruct him in the know- 
ledge of God to the beſt of your abilities? 


Will ye call upon him to attend divine ſervice, ac- 


quainting him with the duties man 1s bound to pay to 
his creator ? 


Will ye inſtruct him in the knowledge of his own na- 


ture, aſſiſting him with advice whenever he is likely to 
fall mto error? 


Will ye call upon him to acquaint himſelf with 


thoſe laws of the land in which every individual 1s con. 
cerned ? 


The God- — and God-mothers ſhall anſcuer, 


Theſe » we faithfully promiſe, and we entreat the con- 


gregation to join us in prayer to Almighty God, that 
he will grant a happy reſult to our endeavours. 


Prayer. 


; A MIGHTY and everlaſting God, we thine humble 


ſervants do offer to thee our earneſt intreaties, that 


thou wilt be pleaſed to call us all to a true knowledge of 
| thee, —— —— Grant that theſe ſponſors for this child, 
may ever put that confidence in thy power which wil! 
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waſt pleaſed to furniſh Jeſus Chriſt with thoſe liglits, 


( 6b } 


enable them to fulfil the duties they have undertaken— 1 


And, we beſeech thee, give thy holy ſpirit to this in- 


fant, that he may early walk in thy way, and may re. it 
nounce all the covetous deſires and vain-glories of this fro 
world, which too often take mankind from thy ſervice, nar 
| Go 


Teach him ſo to number his days, that, being dead unto 
fin but alive unto righteouſneſs, he may finally attain to 
that tranſcendent bleſſing, the bleſſing of a more intimate 
and ſpiritual knowledge of thee, his God. _—— Teach 


him to know the worth of thy loving mercy when thou 


whereby he was enabled to diſpell the darkneſs that over- 
ſhadowed the earth; when mankind ſerved idols, the 
work of their own hands, inſtead of ſerving thee the felt. 
exiſting God. To thee, O moſt Mighty, we addreſs 
ourſelves, in the name and form of prayer of Jeſus 
Chriſt, beſeeching thee to grant us thoſe things which 
may be beneficial to us. | 


7 YUR Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 


on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily T 


bread. Aud forgive us our treſpaſſes as we forgive then 
that treipais againſt us. And lead us not into tempti- 
tion ; but deliver us from evil : For thine is the king 
dom, and the power, and the glory, tor ever and eve! 
Amen. 


( 6: } 
TNEARLY beloved, this child is now under the care 


of all its parents; and as from its natural father 
it will take one name whereby he will be diftinguiſhed 
from other families, ſo let him now receive another 
name whereby he may be diſtinguiſhed as a fervant of 


God, —-—How ſhall he be called? 
The Sponſors ſhall anſwer. 


Minister. 


i I. the name of the moſt high God; — be this infant 
from henceforth called 


| — and I ſign hin: 
with water, and the ſign of the croſs, in token that ye, 
his ſponſors have undertaken to inſtruct him in the 
knowledge of the one God as declared by Jeſus Chriſt, 
who ſuffered death upon the croſs in proof of his faith 
in the creator. —— And may the bleſſing of Almighty 
God proſper your undertakings. Amen. 


mM BURIAL SERATVTIOCON 

cone | 

da Dearly beloved Brethren, 

then 5 | | 

mpti Nit pleaſed Almighty God to permit 
king the ſoul of our brother — — to leave its earthly 


habitation, whoſe body we are now about to commit to 
Ice grave. 


1 
— 


e 


4190 ? 


Mortality is annexed to humanity as inevitably as light 
is to fire; and as it is certain, from natural reaſon, that 
our ſouls or the ſenſitive part of our frame are diſtinct 
from the fleſh in which they exiſt, and may therefore 
enjoy a ſeparate exiſtence; ſo we feel a conviction, 
that in the ſcheme of providence, there is a ſtate of ty. 
ture rewards for the virtuous, or thoſe who obey the 


will of their God. 


From the uncertainty of the time of our departure 
from this world, we ought at all times to lead our lives 
in ſuch a manner, as to be prepared to anſwer the call 
of our maker, 8 F 


Let us therefore, (who now aſſiſt at the ceremony of 
putting this body into the ground. Aſhes to aſhes, 
duſt to duſt, truſting in the mercy of Gdbd, that he wil 
be pleaſed to call this our departed brother to his rell) 
take this opportunity of addreſſing ourſelves to the pro- 
tection of God, that he may bleſs us in all our endes. 
vours to render ourſelves worthy of his love; and 
That we, being impreſſed with the idea of the inevits- 
bleneſs of death, may be lead to make this example 

beneficial to ourſelves, 


Saint Paul ſays, © we brought nothing into thi 
world, and it is certain we can take nothing out.—The 


Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away; — Bleſſed be 
che name of the Lord.“ | 


The truth of the foregoing is proved every day, and 
the advantage we ought to make of it, is to reflet 


th; 


„ J* 


on the folly of thoſe who, troubling themſelves alway's 


about temporal concerns, neglect the conſideration of 
that which is of infinitely greater conſequence, viz, The 
ſtate we are to experience hereafter. _ 


No man has returned from the grave to tell us of fu- 
| writy ; — uncertainty and doubts are the reſult of every 


| God, he muſt have directed every thing proper ; and 


| on his mercy we may ſafely rely, if we endeavour to 
| tu]fi] his will while we are on earth. 


To us the knowledge of the particulars of the future 


of | ſtate would be of no uſe, and we may be aſſured that the 
nncertainty we labour under is moſt advantageous to the 
wil general ſyſtem of creation. —God has confined 


our duties to this hfe, and futurity muſt diſcloſe its 
pre: ſecrets to us when we are capable of underſtanding 
them; but this we ſhould truſt in, that the goodneſs of 
God will never fail, and that it will be fully extended 
over every part of the creation. 


Yet man that is born of a woman hath but a ſhoxt 
time to live: He cometh up and is cut down like a 
flower; he fleeth as it were a ſhadow, and never con- 
tinueth in one ſtay. 


In the midſt of life we are in death; of whom may 
e ſeek for ſuccour but of the Lord ? 


| enquiry : but this we know, that, as there is a good 


ne wo 


— 


2 - * 
E 9 * — 
. 
< Bee ils e SE 


— 
es 
n 


wee 


r 


r 
e 


— 


OS — — 22 - az * - — 4 
—ůͤů — — — 


. 


n 2 4 r pl.” - $4» - ard; N 
8 — rr en CE Ent — 


— — RIG 


B — Apr 4 
—_— — ** as 4 2 8 — 
— — . on co ne II Wo = the re ee 


(9 
O God, moſt holy; O Lord moſt mighty; O Holy 


and bleſſed creator, deliver us from the bonds of fin, 


Then ſhall we cry with exultation. O Death! where 


1s thy Sting ? O Grave! where is thy Victory? 


Thanks be to God. who forgiving us our fins, bath 


given us the victory. 


P rayer. 


O Almighty and everlaſting God, who hateſt nothing 
that thou haſt made, nor deſireſt the death of: 
inner, but rather that he ſhould turn from his wicked. 
neſs and live: Look down with favor on thy humble 
lervants, who acknowledge their tranſgreſſions, and 
who beſeech thee to grant them forgiveneſs of their ſins, 
They confeſs, with contrition, that their thoughts ate 
too often drawn away, by the cares of the world, fron 
the due conſideration of a future ſtate ; and that thei 
actions are too frequently unworthy of beings who ar 
in expectation of immortality.—— But to thee, 
who art the God of all goodneſs, we addreſs ourſelves, 
and pray, that thou wouldeſt be pleaſed to impreb 
our minds with ſuch a ſenſe of the neceſſity of attend- 
ing to our duties, that we may accompliſh whatlſoevel 
thou expecteſt from creatures whom thou haſt favorel 
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with faculties, whereby they may know their God ; yet 
to whom thou haſt given free agency We ſee, 


by the end of this our brother, whoſe body we have 


Juſt committed to the earth, as well as by the experi- 
ence of every day, that death is the inevitable lot of 
all men; and that thou, at an unknown time, doſt re- 
quire that we ſhould reſign our ſouls and ſhould no 
more live on earth But, O Creator, we have 
heard with our ears, and our fathers have declared 
unto us, the noble works which thou didſt in their days 
and in the old time before them. We believe, 
that theſe thy noble works would not have been perform- 
ed, hadſt not thou deſigned for man, a future ſtate of 
ſenſe, when, having left his preſent habitation, he ſhall 


more diſtinctly know that God, whoſe power and good- 


neſs he had ſeen on earth. We have been taught by 
Jeſus Chriſt, that thy favor will be ſhewn to thoſe 
alone who do thy will, whilſt vindictive judgments ſhall 


| be iſſued againſt ſuch as are ſinners and diſobedient to 


the dictates of their reaſon. We know, O Lord, the 
frailties of our nature, and how many are the tranſgreſ- 
ſions of mankind: But we alſo believe that thy mer- 
cies are unbounded, that thy judgments are ever lenient, 
and that thy forgiveneſs is ever accorded to the truely 
repentant finner,——— Give unto us, O omrtipotent 


and all perfect Being, ſuch a knowledge of thee as may 


lead us to a fincere repentance of thoſe ſins which 


| we have heretofore committed, and may induce us in 
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duties to thee, and our relative duties to all our fellow 


that ſyſtem of univerſal charity which the bleſſed Jeſus 


and give unto us, that at our deaths we may receive 


O Father, that we worthily thinking of Chriſt's death, 


( 66 ) 


the time to come, to ſtudy to know and perform our 


creatures. Give us hearts, to love, aſſiſt, 
and comfort one another in the full perfection of 


taught to his diſciples. Teach us to be grateful 
to thee for his life, his ſufferings, his death; and grant, © 
that whenever we aſſiſt at the ceremony of interring 
a fellow creature, we may recall to our minds the re- 
ſignation of Jeſus, which could alone proceed from the Net 
ſenſe of having in all things faithfully fulfilled thy will; 


alike comfort from a ſimilar confidence in thee. Grant, 


may be more ſtrongly urged to do thoſe acts which 
thy wonderful ſcheme of creation makes it the duty of 
every being to perform: and grant that, whenever it ſhall 
Pleaſe thee to call us from this ſtate of exiſtence, our 
deaths may be no ways terrible to us, through having our 
boſoms comforted with theſe reflections; that although 
we are offenders yet that our judge is merciful, and WW W 
that he is evermore ready to forgive than to puniſh, 
To thee, O God, whoſe perfections are unſpeakable; 
- whoſe goodneſs is unbounded ;- whoſe ſelfexiſtent nature 
is incomprehenſible to man; we offer up our praiſe; 


bleſſed be thy name O God for ever and ever! Amen 


6 

Y IS £0 ! Met "P2213 ih? 
t, | Min r. | 

| PRES: 

i : Fon. as 1 as it bach pleaſed: Almighty God to 
nl give you fafe deliverance, and to preſerve you in 
: child- birth; you ſhall therefore give. We thanks unto 
Cod, and ſay, 

* 

ing 

re- 1: am well-pleaſed that the Lord hath heard the voice. 
tne ef my, prayer, therefore will I call upon * as _— as 
vl; Wl live: 
eiwe 
ant, For my, ſoul was full of trouble; and my fleſh + was 
oath oppreſſed with pain: * | lid gilobs | 
oe And I cried to the Lord God of my ſalvation, and 
al e permitted my prayer to enter. into his preſence: - | 
| | | pl 
, our And his mercy delivered me; and my travail was at an 
ig our nd. | SES 
bog > | 
|, and What return can 1 make unto the Lord for his 
uniſh dodneſs, or for all the benefits he has done unto me? 
cable; | : h ; 
Hh I will pay my vows now, in the preſence of his 
wy "ople; Iwill declare his truth, and will ſpeak of his 
my cies, which reach above the clouds, 


each me thy way, O Lord, and I will walk in thy truth: 
* my heart unto thee, that I. may fear thy name. 
| K 2 


( 6 ) 
L thank thee, O God, with my whole heart; 1 wil 
praiſe thy name for ever and ever. 


For great was thy mercy toward me — was in miſe- 
ry and thou deres me. | | 


N And thou reſtoredſt me to my tai with di 
and with fame : 
| 
| For thou permittedſt me to bring forth a chill, WW 
T] Who hereafter may be admitted to the 2 ˖ 
8 of his God. 
T 
S Teach him thy ſtatutes, O God, and render . 
S/ paths delightful unto him. : 
8 | 3 
D So ſhall he be lead to ſerve thee, in humbleneſ Y 
85 and lowneſs of heart, and to walk in thy ways al 
F | the days of his life. ( 
* | 
Happy is the man who is thus bleſſed in I * 
children; happy is the family who faithfully ſent b 
the Lord ; ˖ 


Turn again unto thy reſt, O my foul, for 45 Lot 
hath rewarded thee. 


For he hath ſaved thee from death and the conde! 
nation of ſinners, 


0 090.) 
1 Join with me in praiſes all ye his people? O let us 


always Praiſe the Lord ?-———Bleſſed be thy holy 
name O God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


e 


Miniſter, 


1 O Almighty God, we give thee humble thanks for 
that thou haſt vouchſafed to deliver this woman, 

thy ſervant, from the great pain of child-birth ;——— 

id, Grant, we beſeech thee moſt merciful. father, that ſhe, 
doe through thy help, may both faithfully live and walk ac- 
cording to thy will in this life preſent; and may alſa 

be partaker of everlaſting glory in the world to come, 


thy through performing thy will, and through faith in thy 
| mercies as declared by Jeſus Chriſt, in whoſe name and 
hy words we further call upon thee. 


0 Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on 


in li 
ſent 
that treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us not into tempta- 


Amen, 


E V D. 


— — 
— a — IT 


earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our treſpaſſes as we forgive them 


tion but deliver us from evil: For thine is the king- 
dom, and the power, and the glory for ever and ever. 
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CERTAIN REGULATIONS DICTATED 
B J4COBUS RTAS. 


Not enforced by Acts of Parliament but left to the 
option of the Pariſhes. _ 


| pariſhioners, who through poverty or illneſs, are af. 
flicted with diſtreſs:—I would likewiſe have them en- 


quire into the morals of every one, and where errors 


appear, take proper ſteps to correct them. — If any 
are idle or vicious, let them be exhorted to a contrary 
behaviour, and if exhortation fails, let them be ſent into 
confinement, that they may have leiſure to * 
wherein they have been wrong. | 


I would likewiſe, with all my ſobiefs boch rich and 


poor, to be provided, with one ſimilar plain dreſs, 


which they ſhould wear when they went into the 
church on a ſunday :: 


Not that any particular 


religious act is hereby intended by the ceremony of 


dreſs, but merely to encourage canine among all 
the pariſhioners, and to enable every one to make a pro- 
per appearance when before the throne of God. But 
the effect will not reſt here, for it will aſſiſt the miniſter 
in inſpiring the congregation with a juſt ſenſe of the real 


Berurks morning and evening ſervices 1 ald 


have the chief people of the pariſh meet together 
and conſult upon the beſt means of relieving any of the 


. ab as 


alr 


for 


5 

confequence of man; by humbling the proud and exalting 
the lowly and meek. This dreſs: I would wiſh to 
be provided by the pariſh at a general expence, and no 


diſcriminating alteration to be admitted from the 
higheſt to the loweſt. 


Let every individual be entruſted with the care 
of his own dreſs, but let him be required to be 
careful of it, under pain of cenſure of the meeting, who 
ſhall deprive him of it for any offence, which they 
think requires this puniſhment, until his contrition 
ſhall have worked out his pardon. 


Likewiſe at this meeting, let the leſſons for the next 
ſunday be ſelected, taking care to chuſe ſuch as may 
afford the miniſter an opportunity of aſſiſting the under- 
ſtandings of the weak, by bringing them to a due ſenſe 
and knowledge of the Lord and his will, And let them 
be ſelected in the due courſe, till the whole bible and 
teſtament are gone through. Once in every three 
months let ſome part of the Alcoran of Mahomet be read, 
and let the miniſter make ſuch commentaries thereon as 


he. thinks proper. 


And in caſe upon any particular occaſion it ſhould ap- 
pear neceſſary that other prayers ſhould be added to thoſe 
| already appointed, let the miniſters prepare them, and ſub- 
mit them to the church-wardens and heads of the pariſh, 
for their approbation and correction. * 


* Theſe regulations are every where ſtrictly attended 


to, and the people fulfil with eagerneſs, all the wiſhes 
| of their founder. | 


— ke 6 tribe * 
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Having thus given you their form of prayer, 
1 ſhall, in order to elucidate their ; religious . opinions, 
introduce ſome diſcourſes that are publiſned in Veri. 
tas The - three firſt are ſuppoſed to have been 
prepared and delivered by Jacobus Veritas, himſelf. 
And are now generally read in all their churches, 
on the firſt three ſundays in the l bl difcowſle 
is à later produttion, 


(oh 1 


RELIGIOUS DISCOURSES, 


n As delivered by the Veritaſian Clergy. 
es, Pe 
rle Diſcourſe the Firſt, 


TNEARLY beloved, in that part of the book of pſalms 
which we this morning read, we found the fol- 
lowing ſentence, 


Lord! EE AR is man that thou art mindful of him ? 
or the ſon of man that thou ſo regardeſt him? 


This text, in all the countries through which I have 
travelled, is a favourite of preachers of every denomi- 
nation, and they uſe it to enable them to diſplay 


the wonderful goodneſs of God, in preſerving the chil- 
dren of men. 


To make it a wonder that God ſhould be mind- 
ful of creatures whom he hath called into exiſtence, 
is a proof of wanting that knowledge which would 
teach us to ſee every thing, as the wiſe contrivance 
of a beneficent creator. 


Theſe words were uſed by the pſalmiſt, to expreſs 
his ſenſe of the inferiority of man, when his mind 


bad been employed in contemplating che power of 
Cod. | 


L 
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Having thus given you their form of prayer, 
1 ſhall, in order to elucidate their religious opinions, 
introduce ſome diſcourſes that are publiſned in Veri. 
tas. The three firſt are ſuppoſed to have been 

prepared and delivered by Jacobus Veritas, himſelf... 

And are now generally read in all their churches, 
on the firſt three ſundays in the tag aſl Acomſe 
is a later  produQion, 


(1 


RE LICGIOUVUS DISCOUVURS ES. 


0 As delivered by the Veritgſian Clergy. 
8, N 
fe Diſcourſe the Firſt. 


FNEARLY beloved, in that part of the book of pſalms 
which we this morning read, we found the fol- 
lowing ſentence, | 


Lord! whe is man that thou art mindful of him? 
or the ſon of man that thou ſo regardeſt him ? 


This text, in all the countries through which I have 
travelled, is a favourite of preachers of every denomi- 
nation, and they uſe it to enable them to diſplay 


the wonderful goodneſs of God, in preſerving the chil- 
dren of men. 


To make it a wonder that God ſhould be mind- 
ful of creatures whom he hath called into exiſtence, 
is a proof of | wanting that knowledge which would 
teach us to ſee every thing, as the wiſe contrivance 
of a beneficent creator. 


Theſe words were uſed by the pſalmiſt, to expreſs 
his ſenſe of the inferiority of man, when his mind 


bad been employed in contemplating che power of 
God. 3 = 


L 
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means are prepared to produce it. 


(4 


The wonderful ſuperiority of the ſelfexiſtent being 
muſt inevitably fill, with the moſt reverential awe, what- 
ever human breaſt contemplates his perfethons :—But 
to ſuppoſe that his providence is at any time regardleſs 
of his works, is judging of his nature, as if he were equal. 


ly liable to change his plans, as human beings, 0 

whoſe ſhortſightedneſs and limitted powers prevent them " 

from knowing every circumſtance which may be an- N 
nexed to any future event, and therefore they cannot 
avoid altering and amending their opinions, according 

as new objects preſent themſelves unto them. {el 

| us 

ran 


But with God it is otherwiſe, his preſcience prevents 
him from the poſlibility of change; and his omniſcience 
enables him to diſcover every reſult, even before the 


The power of Gods diſplayed through all his works; 
and his goodnels is ever acting for their ſupport; to! 
it would argue a want of power, conlequently of per 
tection, were it poſſible for the ſupreme being, tor ont 
moment, to leave creation unregulated. 


We will quit the idea which is annexed to tht 
words of the text, expreſſive of the kindneſs of Co 
in regarding the children of men; and will take thn 
opportunity of enquiring into that moſt uſeful queſtion, No. 
what is man? 


{7% 1 


To this, it may be anſwered generally,—that man 1s 


18 a created being, capable of obſerving events; of com- 
- bining and ſeparating ideas ; of judging from paſt cir- 
8 cumſtances of the probability of the future; and poſſeſſing 
BY faculties whereby he can communicate his ſentiments 
15 to others: His nature animal, partaking of 
1955 its general properties, and his grand diſtinction from 
5 other annimals is his mental powers. 
nnot 
ding Upon examining into this deſcription, we find our- 
ſelves to be of this order in creation; if we look around 
us we perceive man evidently occupying the firſt 
rank in the world, and making ſubſervient and of uſe to 
any humſelt every other creature. 
1ence 
e the 
Enquiring further into our nature, we find it a com- 
pounded one; — we feel wants; we are ſubject to in- 
IIrmities; we are liable to many accidents in common 
works; with other animals; but at the ſame time, we perceive 
rt; u Hhat our powers are vaſtly ſuperior to theirs, and that the 
of per Nuoſt ignorant of the human race is capable of aſſert- 
for ont Eng this difference, even over the moſt formidable of 
he brute creation. 
to de In che ſtate of ſociety, we find the faculty where- 
of God, we acquire this ſuperiority, and which we call rea- 
take ti pn, capable of the moſt wonderful extention and im- 
queſto, Wrovement, 


E 2 : 
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By the aſſiſtance of reaſon we provide for every ne- 
eeſſary of life with all the caution of preſcient beings, 
and the mutations that are diſcoverable in nature are 
turned to our advantages. 


This faculty, we have it in our power to enlarge, 
and we perceive that it is diſtin& from the body: — for 
ſometimes when the body 1s at reſt, and animal nature 
incapable of motion, the mind is actively employed; 
while on the contrary, ſometimes our animal nature 
ſeems to act as a mere mechanical work ungoverned 
or unaffected by reaſon, 


Hence, we conclude, that man 1s compounded ofa 
ſpiritual as well as corporeal ſubſtance ; and his ſpiritu 
part has been called by the name of ſoul. 


The ſoul of man, or his ſpiritual part, requires our 
utmoſt conſideration, in as much as it is not percepta- 
ble to any of our corporal faculties, but is diſcoverable 
only from the exertions of thoſe powers themleiye 
which conſtitute what we may call the ſoul ; and in no 
perſons is the conviction of our poſſeſſing a ſoul diſtin 


from the body, yet connected with it ſo ſtrong as in thok 
who have molt attentively examined mto it. 


When I firſt aſked myſelf, —what is man? confuſal 
filled my mind, and I could make no other reply tha, 
that 1 was a created being ; becauſe, 1 found it impl. 
ſible for me to make myſelf. Immediately i 
queſlzon followed, who created me? 


ofa 
itual 


S our 
epta- 
able 
ſelves 
in no 
iHink 

tholk 


Mu{ion 
i than, 
impdl 


ly thi 


(an } 


I caſt my eyes around the world, J no where ſ. 
a, . law 2 


bei 8 g | new 
D of reate! Powers than man - I k 1 
13 | has inca 
Pas 


city to create, and I anſwered, * I am t! 
an inviſible being.” OO Rn Ree 


"Who then created this inviſible being ? ; 

Mienen the necellity of one, Gini tw. Oy 
hrſt cauſe of all things, and I was pena : eng, as a 
poſſibility of a created being, forming 5 of the im- 
exiſtence. forming Juſt ideas of ſelf. 


This ſelfexiſtent being is our God. 


f We examine into his eſſence and are filled ata 
a at his perfections; and we join with the ee 
in expreſſing our ſenſe of his greatneſs 1 


8 aln 


ti l 
a Roh: = = wy dies, __ that its own fate is involy- 
OP Fr becauſe, | although every day fur- 
r ith proofs of the inevitability of this end of 
yet does not any ſoul return from the grave 6 
, 


death. 


The ; 
2 conſideration of the great powers of the ſoul 
gen wah ſeem to enjoy a different being from _ 
the creatures upon earth, has in moſt ages induc 


5 

ed men to believe in a future ſtate; and they have 
received as a convincing proof of the certainty of it, that 
the creator would not have permitted the pains which 
ſome men feel in this world, nor the unequal diſtribution 
of its comforts, unleſs he had provided a place of future 
happineſs, where they might meet with a recompenſe 
for every thing they had ſuffered :—and then, noticing 
the wickedneſs of many, they have concluded, that a 
place of puniſhment would certainly be prepared for 
{ſuch ſinners. | 


This doctrine of the immortality of the ſoul, and a 
ſlate of future rewards and puniſhmeuts has been taught 
by moſt of the learned, among the ancients ; and their 
poets have left us deſcriptions of the palaces, and groves, 
and delights, which filled their elyſium or place of re- 
wards; and alſo, of the torments that are practiſed up- 
on thoſe who were condemned to ſuffer them. 


Various Gods are deſcribed, and various employments 
alloted them ; but the ancients, although totally void of 
the religious ideas we poſſeſs, concurred in this, that 
man is a dependant creature, and that his ſoul will be 
{ſenſible after death. 


In theſe later days, it has pleaſed the Almighty Cre- 
ator to permit a light to ſhine upon the world, to dil- 


pet the clouds and darkneſs in which our fore-fathers 
were loſt, 


re- 
dis 


hers 


r 
Bigotry and ſuperſtition have vaniſhed before us; 
we know ourſelves and our God; and we have no doubt 
of a futurity ; but ſtill we ſee how liable humanity is to 


err, by obſerving the different opinions of the different 
nations of the world, 1n their preſent ideas of God. 


Fortunately for us, my brethren, we are ina country 
where all prejudices are baniſhed ; where the firſt doc- 
trines which we are taught are, that we are created beings 
whom the creator has furmſhed with reaſon, in order 
to enable us, by applying to it, to judge of what is 
proper for us. —And, we likewiſe have the neceſſity 
of thus applying to, and judging from our own reaſons 
alone, pointed out to us in a clear and rational manner. 
No myſterious concealments; no dark interpretations of 
things which the human mind is incapable of conceiving 
are here given; nor is the declaration of a belief which 
a man cannot underſtand, made an article of ſalvation. 
Nor do we require any of thoſe abſurdities, which our 
books. inform us other nations eſteem of the greateſt 
conſequence, Our doctrines are perfectly ſimple, and 
adapted to every capacity. We ſay, that there 1s 
one God; that he is good and all perfett ;——that he 
made every thing capable of performing what he re- 
quired from it; and that the man who acts ſtrict- 
ly in conformity with the dictates of his reaſon, canno: 


be diſpleaſing to his God, 


4163 


An all- perfect and good ſelfexiſtent being could only 
begin creation from the deſire of diſpenſing happineſs, 
and after having provided his creatures with every 
thing neceſſary thereto, would only lay this command. 
do not abuſe my bounty. 


Man then was created fit for the enjoyment of the 


things which were provided for his happineſs; and was 


furniſhed with faculties that would enable him, if pro- 1 
perly exerciſed, to conquer thoſe propenſities of his an- 

imal nature, which would otherwiſe tend to defeat the 60 
end of his being. | f. 


The powers of his mind aſſiſt him in ſoaring above th 
this world, and he commands and controuls all the in- 
ferior parts of creation with a decided ſuperiority. 


It is evident, that God has appointed man to be 2 
tree agent, and has left all his actions uncontrouled by 
any higher power: — From hence, likewiſe it is rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe, that thoſe who conduct their lives 
according to what they muſt know is the will of the 
creator, will be hereafter rewarded ; but that thoſe who 
act otherwiſe will meet with their deſerts. 


Reaſon is a gift from God, butnevertheleſs dependant, 
in ſome meaſure, upon ourſelves, in as much as due 
cultivation 1s neceſſary to bring forth its powers, 


©. 
By reaſon alone, is man able to know his God, 
and the firſt duty incumbent upon man, muſt neceſſa- 


. rr 


7 rily be-this, to exerciſe-the faculties which he poſſeſſes, to In 
. the utmoſt of his power, in order to attain a due Js | 
knowledge of the creator: — And this ſeems to be lil 
required of us, becauſe the deity does not make him- | {1 
= ſelf known to our ſenſes in any way, except in his ll} 
5 works, all of which beſpeak the nab .y wiſdom and ' 
power. Fil 
85 | vl 
* When I have reſided in foreign countries, I have 4 
the been much offended at hearing all arguments on religious | 
| ſnbjects avoided, by the people declaring, that it was | 
not fit for them to enter upon ſuch ſubjects, becauſe 1 
JOVe they were unequal to the taſk, l| 
im- 
Would they themſelves be ſatisfied with a ſimilar 
anſwer from any one of their ſervants, whom they had 
be 2 miſhed with every thing requiſite to fulfil his duty: 
ed bf hen cenſuring him for having neglected it would 
BEE: hey be ſatisfied with being told ? 
frm * That indeed it was true, he had been provided with 
1 0 what might, perhaps, be neceſſary, but he could not 
ſe aue Aten that, and therefore he did not try.” — They 
Would not ;——and yet, they ſuppoſe that the Almighty 
Will not demand of them, why they have not uſed the 
endant, Willent he has given them : -but this, I am afraid, 
as dle 


| to be attributed to prieſtcraft. 


* 


G 


The clergy in other countries enter into the profeffion 
for bread, and if you read their hiſtories, you will 
find as much traffic in this as in any other article of 
trade. Their intereſt it is to keep up their credit, 
| which can be done only by fettering the minds of the 
laity. 


There are many of them who ſpeak of the attribute: 
of the deity with all propriety imaginable, but at the 
ſame time, they join therewith ſuch abſurdities as tend 
er thoſe attributes. 5 | | | 


The truſting to reaſon, is repreſented as highly impro- 
per in their auditors who, they ſay, ſhould be ſeriible 
that they cannot know ſo much as their paſtors, whoſe . 
ſtudies have been entirely devoted to religious enquiries. Wi jj 
They diſplay their own learning with all the power if 5 
of language, and endeavour to gain full poſſeſſion of the il ur 
minds of their pariſhioners.— They tell them, thi 
book we read (being the ſame as our bible and teſtament) 
is a revelation from God; that they muſt believe eve) 
thing. contained in it. That it is a - dammnabl 
offence to doubt it; and that is preſumption to enquit 
into the truth of its being a revelation from God, —— 
Lhus eſtabliſhing the ſacredneſs of this book, they {eh 
parts of it, which they explain according to their inter 
and are particularly fond of the text, 7 
* The heart of man is deceitful above all things 


from whence they ſhew the impropriety of a man truſt- 
il ing it in judging for himſelf, and they prepare their 


(W } if 
| | 
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of auditors for whatever they think proper to deliver. I | 
vl | | | 191 

8 Hence abſurd unintelligible doctrines are taught; | i 
and myſteries are propounded ; when they find themſelves 4 

in a dilemma they produce what they call their authori- 1 

ty, which they declare to be the word of God, and 9 1 

19 fore true. il 
tend That the word of God 3 be true is moſt certain, lil 
but whether what they call the word of God is ſo or not, 1 


remains to be proved, 


pro: 
üble 
hole 


Uiries. 


Let us briefly examine this; it muſt be admitted, that : f 
whatever it pleaſeth God to declare unto men, muſt be of 

the utmoſt conſequence; that his declaration muſt 
20ers be perfectly adapted to their capacities; and that nothing 
of the unneceſſary, nothing ſuperfluous would be revealed by 
m, 11 WF Cod: — Will the books in Rn Py theſe teſts?— | 
damen they will not | 

e evel) 
amnabl 
enquit 
14.— 
ey {ele 


r interth 


Let us have done with this, and examine further, 
what is reaſon ? | | 


This power of the human mind, which is diſtinguiſhed 
n its nature from the inſtin& of animals, borders upon 
it fo much that 1 it is difficult to draw the line where inſtinct 
M 2 


77 


8. 


farily leads us to diſcover his probable intention in cre- 
ating us; and we readily aſſent to the polition,—that 


Proper ly without knowing our real ſituation in this world, 


(- K 
ends and reaſon begins; yet, we know, that the brute 
creation do not give any ſigns of ſeveral ideas, which, 
perhaps every human being poſſeſſes.—reaſon may be 
beſt defined, the power of comparing and drawing conſe- 


quences from ideas that have no immediate connection 
with the animal cconomy, 


By reaſon, we are able to reflect upon our own na- 
ture, and from thence, to form ideas of that Being, 
whoſe eſſence nevertheleſs eſcapes our moſt arduous 
ſearch ; but the enquiring into his attributes neceſ- 


we are bound to fulfil his will in all things. £ 


We quickly perceive that the human nature poſſeſſes 
a perfection ſuperior to the reſt of animated creation; 
and gratitude at leaſt is a return we are bound to make, 
to God for the favors received; but we cannot do this 


The conſequence of man has been greatly magnified 
by many writers, while others have repreſented him a 
a being whoſe follies debaſe him beneath the reſt of ans 
mated nature. | | 


The firſt have gone ſo far as to ſay, the Almightj 
Eternal God looked upon mankind of ſo much valut 


„ 


as to have been induced to lay down his own life, to 

1 redeem them from their ſins. 

e 

e- The latter have raked together all the wickedneſs 

25 that was ever committed upon the earth; and in deſcrib- 
ing man, have painted a true picture of the being of 
whom we have read under the name of beelzebub. 

na · 

ng, Were the orb upon which we live, the only one 

OUS which moved in the regions of ſpace. Were all 

cel. the power of the ſupreme exhauſted in thus work, we 

cre- then might give ſome credit to the doctrines of the for- 

that mer. 


Or were we ſatisfied, that, having made the world, 
leſles God had placed upon it a ſet of beings on purpole to 
lion; torment each other, we might then credit the latter; 
make, WF but upon enquiry into both theſe opinions, we ſhall 
lo this WF find them partial and contrary to the fact; the one being 
world, ignorant of the great Creator; the other excluding all 
good from the world. 
gnifed | | 
him a 
ol ants 


Upon uſing our reaſon, we obtain indubitable proofs 
of numberleſs other worlds; the work of the ſame ſu- 
| preme power who made us and our world; and every 
ſtar that we ſee, may be the habitation of millions of 


\Imightf ſenſible creatures, 


n value, 


r 
e OO e 


e 2 
e e 
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What proof can be given us, that God would die to 
redeem all thoſe worlds? and why ſhould we ſuppoſe 
he died to redeem this one? In fact, the doctrine is 
abſurd. God cannot die: He cannot ceaſe to 
exiſt ;-——Nor if it was in his power, would all creation 
be of ſufficient conſequence to occaſion it. Nor, 
indeed, could good ariſe therefrom ; for the moment that 
the period ſhould arrive, when God no more exiſted, 
creation would no longer be upheld, and Chaos would 
return again.———— The people that he laid down 
his life to ſave, would be deſtroyed for want of his 
protecting providence; and the reſt of the innocent 
worlds would periſh, through his cruel kindneſs for a 
ſmall number of animated beings who had groſsly of. 


ſended him. 


Some men, thinking too highly of themſelves, have 
credited the doctrine that God did die for man; and have 
yieldedup their reaſon togratify the pride of their hearts. 


Many nations to this day believe, or ſay they believe, 
the ſame; even the people among whom I was born, 
though they have cleanſed their religion from many 
ſuperſtitions, yet have ſuffered this doftrine to remain; 
but if you look into the lives of theſe people you wil 
find them, in general, paſſed contrary to thoſe direction 
which they profeſs to believe were left them by thei! 
God, | | : 
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Almoſt every kind of vice is practiſed among them; 
they injure themſelves; they injure one another; 
and break through what they declare to be the expreſs 
commands of their God, with all the ingratitude of 
that creature which they denominate the devil. —Yet they 
have the folly to ſay, that faith in the promiſes of Chriſt 
will waſh away all their ſins, ; 


By them, reaſon and faith are generally ſet in oppo- 
fition to one another, which moſt aſſuredly is very im- 
proper; for faith, as one of their authors, juſtly, obſerves, 
is nothing but a firm convittion, and conſequent aſſent of 
the mind, which cannot be given to any thing but up- 
on good reaſon, 15 | 


If a man ſays he believes, and yet does not compre- 
hend his aſſertion, he lies againſt his own ſoul, and his 
hypocriſy will not be unrewarded ;—and he that believes 
without having any reaſon for his belief, is at beſt but 
merely in love with his own fancies; but ſurely he does 


not do juſtice to himſelf, nor does he pay a proper 


obedience to his maker, who would have him uſe thoſe 
diſcerning faculties he has given him to keep him out of 
| / 


True religion proceeds from a juſt ſenſe of the cre- 
ator ; not that it is poſſible for man to form perfect ideas 


of this ſelfexiſtent being, for God is incomprehenſible 
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to our preſent nature, and all that we know of him is 
negative. 


We are not able to declare what he is, but we know 
hat he 1s not ; and therefore our minds being ſatisfied 


that he cannot be imperfe&, firmly declare his attributes 
of perfection. 


Being free from unworthy ideas of the moſthigheſt, we, 
my friends, aſſure ourſelves that the creator is beſt pleaſed, 


hen the univerſal harmony he planned is undeſtroyed 


by thoſe beings, whoſe happineſs depends upon the 
uninterrupted exchange of benefits which he intended 
ſhould take place throughout all creation; and we 
believe that God made all things ſufficiently _ to 
accompliſh the . expected from n them. 


Let me Meret enen you all to excxeile your rea- 
ſon; ſtudy to improve it; apply to it in all things, and 
pray to your creator, that he will aſſiſt you in all your 
difficulties: Seek to know him ;—acquaint. yourſelves 
with his attributes ;—and walk humbly: before n 7 
virtue, all the days of your lives. | 


(W 


is 4 { 
DISCOURSE Taz SECOND. 6 

| i 

by \ N TE will devote this morning to the contemplation | 
of the attributes of the Almighty and inviſible } | 


/ 

[i 
a 7 . £1 
Creator; and to the conſideration of the principal different | 
religions of mankind. i 


The mind, when firſt impelled to endeavour to ac- Hi 
quaint itſelf with the divine eſſence, is aſtoniſhed at Ml 
the incomprehenſibility of it, and almoſt giving up the Hl! 
attempt, acknowledges at once, the greatneſs, wiſdom, | | 
1 and power of the ſelfexiſtent ;=——And like the eye, I | 
& to which has incautiouſly looked againſt the ſun, 1s over- 1 
powered with the refulgent ſplendor that breaks upon it. | | 
Let not preſumption ever enter into our hearts ; but | li 
res as rational beings, let us, with humility, reverence, and I [ 
, and fearful love, ſo uſe the faculties which the omnipotent 41 
3 | hath given us, that when an account ſhall be required 
ſelves 


/ irom us, we may prove ourſelves to have been not 
m, u unprofitable Rewards. 

| It man has any ſuperiority over the reſt of the world, 
it is in thoſe gifts whereby he is rendered capable of 
| knowing the goodneſs of his God; and in the due cul- | 
vation of thoſe bleſſings ought man to employ the great- 10 
eſt part of his time: Nor need he fear exerciſing 
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his powers to too great an extent, for thoſe things which 


( 88 ) 


are improper for man to know can never be diſcovered 
by him. 


The attribute of God, which naturally prefents itsſelf 
to our view whenever we turn our thoughts towards the 
conſideration of his being is Selfexiſtence ; but of this we 
can form no clear ideas. 


All our knowledge ariſes from experience, and that 
combination of ideas, which proceeds from the recollec- 
tion of thoſe objects which have affected our ſenſes. _We 
perceive every object of our ſenſes to be an effe&t ; not 
one being indued with the power of ſelf. creation and 
therefore we are convinced that there is a firſt ſelfexiſtent 
cauſe who is inviſible, —Thus far our reaſon abſtractedl/ 
diſcovers, but our ſouls are ſeldom content; and we 
examine further into the nature of this firſt cauſe, 


Selfexiſtence, we are ſoon ſatisfied only belongs to one; 
yet has the argument been ſometimes maintained in the 
ſchools, that there is more than one ſelfexiſtent 
being; but this ſeems mere logical ſubtlety, which no 
body can prove or refute, owing to our total ignorance 
of the nature of ſelfexiſtence; and, if we apply to ou 
reaſon, we ſhall receive this ſolution, —if there be two 
ſelfexiſtent beings they muſt be independent; and they 
muſt have ſeparate governments; we being an effef} 
muſt proceed from one firſt cauſe, who, with reſpeti 


ed 


one; 
n the 
ſtent 
ch no 
prance 
to our 


e two 
d they 
efleti, 
reſpeti 


( 8g ) 
to us, is ſolely ſelfexiſtent : — There is then but one 
{elfexiſtent being. 


Nothing on earth 1s free from certain regulations: 
nothing is independent of particular ones: we ſee the 
whole 1s ordered in the beſt manner poſſible, which 


clearly denotes infinite wiſdom and power in the great 
firſt cauſe. 


Birth and weakneſs are every where conjoined ; every 


| thing at firſt is in a ſtate of growth; and different periods 


are aſſigned to different creatures, ere they attain their 
greateſt perfection; at this time there ſeems to be a 
ſmall ſtop. but ſoon decay commences, quickly after 
the creature looſes its powers, its component parts grad- 
ually periſh and ſeem to vaniſh from our light. 


That this regular courſe may be kept up, all creatures 
are permitted to continue their ſpecies when they arrive 
at certain periods of perfection; and the care of its 
olt-ſpring i is rendered abſolutely neceſſary to the Hagy 
pineſs of every part of the animal creation. 


To theſe regulations man isalſo ſubject :—He is born, 
he dies, his fleſh rots, his bones decay, and duſt is all that 
remains of his ſo glorious being. So ſoon as 
his pulſe has ceaſed to beat, and his breath has departed 
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3 their ends bearing the ſtrongeſt ſimilitude; ſome die 
in pain, others finiſh their lives without a ſtruggle ; but 


pearances preſent themſelves unto us; nor can we point 


other animals are not furniſhed with equal powers to man. 


( go ) 


from him, his body becomes a wretched corpſe, and no 
experiments of tortures can make him ſhew the leaſt ap. 
pearance of ſenſe, 


The brute creation and mankind : are here on an equal. 


none eſcape this inevitable doom of death. 

If we examine into the internal ſtructure of men and 
animals, and call to our aſſiſtance the experience of the 
anatomiſt, we ſhall find the ſame regular conformity; 
bones to ſupport the muſcles; muſcles and ſinews ap- 
pointed to give actions to the bones; and a brain to 
direct the action. 


S | gay 


np 


Even in this ſeat of ſenſe, the brain, do the ſame ap- 


out an anatomical difference, to aſſign a reaſon why 


Our wants are the ſame; and if I may be allowed 
the expreſſion, a ſimilar diſſimilarity is diſcoverable in 
our tempers. —— Whence then ariſes the difference? 


Solely, may we anſwer, from the permiſſion of God! 


It will be perceived by the attentive enquirer, that 
the earth is filled with a regular chain of creatures; 


and 

the 
ty ; 
ap- 
1 to 


e ap- 
point 
why 
man, 


owed 
ble in 


ence! 


God! 


that 
tures, 


five of their preſent paſſions, 
thoſe paſt events which did not any ways affect him, 
(declares his thoughts of future occurrences with clear- 


( gs } , 
and that the three grand ſyſtems, animal, vegetable, and 


mineral are wonderfully linked together, although their 
mo ſt perfect parts ſeem totally diſtin, 


Man, who is clearly the head of every being that 
lives upon this earth, ſeems poſſeſſed of one grand diſ- 
tinftion, which ſeparates him from all the reſt that is, 
the uſe of ſpeech in its full extent, nor can any other 
diſtinction be found ſufficiently declaratory of his ſpecies. 
For the link which joins him to the brute creation, has 
been known to give proofs of having reflecting powers, 


more extended than are found in many men, 


Moft creatures utter ſounds, but they are only exprel- 
while man reflecting on 


nels and preciſion :—In ſhort, he proves his title to the 


[faculty we call reaſon, is thereby alone diſtinguiſhed 


from other created animals, and is thereby enabled to 


[know tis God. 


By the due cultivation of his reaſon, man makes 


8 Fumſelf worthy of the ſtation which he is called to fill 


Gn the univerſe; and by neglect of it he debaſes himſelf 
: bo a level with the brutes, who do not ſeem to be ac- 
Wuainted with a deity. 


- 


— 
wy 


= 
% 
28570 
© 
*LÞ 

bs. 
„ 
4 


| 
| 
| 


— — ̃— — — — 

2 ” , 

* BWB PO DENNETy On OD 5 a 
0 6 3 NE = 


— 


» - —_— 
ES pr — 


bot 
ICI 
— — * — 


cre 
* | 


1 

99 

>- WIE = 
— 


E 
= 9899 E 
2 — 


7. —— _— 
— — 


L 
* 2 be 
—__ 2 
2 * 
— — — © — — . - —— — 
—— ˙ . ̃⁰— ˙ö²Ü7ʃgVZ ² ˙ r1̃ ⁵ ͤP! .. R 
— - 
>. M7 8 


” a * 
—ͤ—'—ũũꝓyg — —— EIS 


DE EPIC SZ Abi 


(28 } 


As there cannot be a doubt in the mind of any think. 
ing perſon, of the ſelfexiſtence of God, although inexph. 
cable by us, let us next conſider his other attributes. 


The attribute of omnipotence is given him from all 
our faculties evincing his title to it.. For can the eye 
which has beheld the face of the earth and has ſeen the 
fars, with all the glory of the heavens? Can the mind 
which has been uſed to reflect on all ſpace being filled 
with creation, and has looked upon the ſun, as it really 
is, the immenſe fountain of heat and light to a ſyſtem 
of worlds, revolving round it in regular ſtated periods; 
to which ſyſtem our earth belongs? — Can this mind 
refrain from exclaiming? how great is thy power O God 
Truly thou art omnipotent! It ſurely cannot; and in 
this point of view the omnipotence of God ſtrikes us in 
the moſt forcible manner. 


The wiſdom of God is ſufficiently proved, by the 
harmony that is perceptible throughout all nature; every 
thing being at once aſſiſting and aſſiſted ;]——not one ne- 
ceſſary or want can be diſcovered unprovided for, and 
uſe and comfort are every where conjoined. 


God's attribute of omnipreſence or being eve!) 
where, ariſes from the conviction we feel within us, thi 
if the providence of the deity were at any period able 


f 


6 


from his works, they muſt inevitably fall to ruin — 
Beſides, from this, proceeds his attribute of omniſcience, 


1nks 
xpli- 
connected, that if we could deny the one we muſt object 
to the other, which would argue a manifeſt imper- 
n all WW tection in that being who is all- perfect. 

e eye | : 

n the 

mind Immortality, or eternal duration is another attribute 
filled ol God, and is equally as inconceivable to man as ſelf. 


really N exiſtence ; but nevertheleſs, the mind agrees to it, be- 


ſyſtem cauſe it feels its own limited powers, and becauſe it is 
110ds; ſatisfied that the ſelfexiſtent can never die. 

s mind 

) God! | | | 

an Of the goodneſs of God, the world itſelf furniſhes 
| lus with proofs, which ſpeak to our reaſon and addreſs 
us through our ſenſes, How admirably adapted to 
the comforts of his creatures, has he provided every 
thing which is neceſſary for their well being! The 
food we take, not only recruits our ſtrength, but 


S US in 


by the 


; EVE!) Haffords us pleaſing ſenſation while we eat it; and 
one ne. our ſleep is the effect of the bleſſing of a good creator, 
or, and rho wills the happineſs of his creatures. All our 

ſenſes are the inlets of delights, and we are formed for 

oy and for gratitude. Yet it has been aſked by 
g eve any people of other nations, why is there unhappineſs 
* us, th n the world? How does it agree with the goodneſs 


od able i God to ſuffer pain and diſeaſe ? 


or knowledge of all things, and theſe are fo intimately 
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To ſuch queſtions I have anfſwered——ye have not 
known God? i 


Unhappineſs is far from being a deſtined lot of hu. 
manity.— Pain and diſeaſe are generally attendant 
upon our offences againſt our nature, and are not to be 
mentioned as an imputation upon the goodneſs of the 
omnipotent. 


This orb, it is true, is filled with mortals, whoſe 
infirmities make ;hem complain, and our nature i; 
indeed liable to accidents, no human being can avoid. 
But to the errors, the i ignorance, and vices of man. 
kind, are to be aſcribed the chief of the evils of which 
man complains.— Man does not take the proper 
ſteps to avoid them; in fact he ſeems to ſeek them, 
and then, too often, impiouſly charges the ſupreme 
with want of goodneſs. 


From whence do the horrors of war, which ly 
whole countries in ruin, proceed 7 but from man's in. 
juſtice and ambition. 


From whence come the chief diſeaſes of his body! 
but from his intemperance and imprudence.--—-Thu 
nation bears witneſs to the goodneſs of God; bu 
its virtues are conſpicuous among all nations. 


Which of our children would ſuffer unavailing 
lamentations, or impious ejaculations to paſs thel 
lips, becauſe they accidentally felt pain? not ole 
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"neſs of our God. 


C6 W-3 
they may ſigh from the exquiſiteneſs of torture, but their 
minds will never harbour a thought againſt the good- 


ture be repeated; their preſent painful interval, they 
hope, will not be long, and they find comfort in 
the thought, that their God is not diſpleaſed with their 


relignation. 


From ignorance alone can the doubts of the goodneſs 
of God have proceeded, Hand from this cauſe, have 
ariſea the errors of mankind :;— How careful then 
ought we to, be to cultivate our reaſon Ho ſuſ- 
picious of thoſe doctrines wich teach us to fear to 
ule it! 


How good does the character of that man ſeem, who 
expends all his ſuperfluous wealth in aſſiſting the poor 


and needy! — We admire the man and we approve 


his condutt !——But how far doth the goodneſs of God, 
as diſplayed through all the world, exceed every thing 
of which human nature is capable !——Amply has he 
furniſhed this world with whatever is deſirable by man, 
and he has permitted him the free uſe of every thing, 


with merely the prohibition, that he ſhould rue no- 
thing. 


Gratitude is due from man to God for even the 
pains he ſuffers, as thereby he is checked in many things. 
O 


Conſcious of favors before 
received, and which they make no doubt will in fu- 
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which he would otherwiſe heedleſsly purſue to his ruin; 


ſplendid orbs unoccupied by creatures who may know their 


1 


And this will appear clear to the reflecting mind, hat if 
any alteration ſhould be made in our nature, the animal 


man would be lolt to creation. 
* . 


For, throughout the whole ſyſtem with which we are 
acquainted we cannot find any part of ſpace either 
unuſeful or wanting of inhabitants. —Progreſhive perfec- 
tion is clearly ſeen, and man ſtands conteſted the ſuperior 
animal, whoſe exiſtence is appointed to be on the earth, 


The human mind, unconfined within its earthly dwel. 
lings, ſoars above the limits of this world, and ſees innu- 
merable orbs ſuſpended as it were in the heavens ;—judg- 
ing from every thing on earth, it does not heſitate to be- 
lieve that the God, who has ſo artfully and amply filled this 
globe with every thing adapted to it, has not left thoſe 


God: Thus our reaſon readily concludes, that there 
are other beings in other worlds, poſſeſſing equal or 
ſuperior powers to thoſe of man; and that, if man 
were rendered more perfect than he at preſent is, he 
would become a different ſpecies of creature, and would 
partake of a nature adapted to another ſituation, Even 
in this, therefore, is the goodneſs of God ſtill- viſible. 


In all probability, there are a continued chain of beings 
riſing in a regular progreſſion towards perfection, ti 


their 
there 
ua] or 
i man 
is, he 
would 


Even 


ſible. 


f being) 
on , till 


t i 1 
the links ſtop at the unpaſſable bound, which muſt ever 
be between created nature and the incommunicable at- 


tributes of the deity, v2z. ſelfexiſtence, omnapotence 


and full perfection. 


Often have I explored the regions of immeaſurable 
ſpace in order to find the particular habitation of my 
God: I have examined the planets that revolve around 
the ſun, and the ſtars that are fixed in the remoteſt dil- 
tances, — I have fancied to myſelf ſtill other worlds, 
harmonioully ſituate at like enormous diltances, even 
beyond the fixed ſtars; but yet, no place could I con- 
ceive worthy the favor of the creator's particular preſence. 
Loſt and bevildered in the idea, I have ſhrunk from the 
contemplation, and retiring within myſelf, my reaſon 
has informed me that the ſearch was vain ; for that the 
eſſence of the deity 1 is inconceivable to human nature, 
our ſenſes not being adapted to this knowledge : But 
the attempt was not totally void of benefit; I found my 
mind capable of ſoaring into other worlds above the 
earth. ——- I had paſſed in idea, from one to another; 
| perceived life and ſenſe throughout the whole; and I 
law the proofs of the greatneſs of my God.—_—Incapable 
of long ſupporting theſe thoughts, my mind has turned to 
the conſideration of its own nature, and of the ways of 
my fellow creatures: have obſerved every nation dif- 


lering in their opinions of God, while all were guilty 
of errors that tended to defeat what has appeared to me 
lis deſign in creation. 
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error, appeared in the ſtrongeſt point of view; and I de- 


180 
The duty of employing my abilities, in order to avoid 


termined to examine freely into the opinions of every 
nation, and afterwards to draw my own concluſions. 


The people among whom I was born call themſelves 
chriſtians and declare their belief, that God came down 
upon earth in the form of a man, took upon himſelf our 
nature, and ſuffered the people he was among to 
deſtroy him as an impoſtor. | 


Other nations deny that it was God who came upon 
earth, but only a prophet, who was ſent to prepare 
the way for a greater prophet, who was to ſcourge 
mankind for their fins ;—and who, when he came, propa- 
gated his religion with fire and the ſword, and de- 
clared that there is but one God, that himſelf was 
his prophet, to whom God frequently revealed his will 
which he as conſtantly publiſhed to the people. 


One ſe& I find diſperſed through all the world 
without king, government, or poſſeſſion of territory: 
hated by the reſt of mankind, yet calling themſelves 
the favoured nation of God; their writings de- 
claring, that, in former times, God had perſonal 
communication with ſome of their nation, and that 
he inſpired their prophets with the knowledge d 
future events. This natien, even according tv 
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void their own. accounts, were impious and wicked, con- 
de- tinually forgetting their God, who had mercifully 
very declared unto them his laws, which they perpetually 
* tranſgreſſed.— —Wearied with their fins, God, at 


at length, is ſaid to have pronounced a curſe upon 
them, and to have diſperſed them, a race of vaga- 


; 
ra bonds over the face of the earth, unverlally 
if Go deſpiſed and deteſted by the reſt of mankind; —— 
8 to until after a period of years expiration ſhall be paſled, 
ti when they expect to be reſtored to their ancient 
kingdom. | 

> UPON f | 3 

bow Other nations there are who worſhip images, che 
—. works of their own hands, and pray to them in 
oo: all their diſtreſſes. 

WA To me it affords a cauſe for grief, when I con- 
ll ſider humanity in this inferior ſtate, and I figh 
| | with compaſſion at the thought; but at the fame 

time my gratitude is raiſed towards my God, who 

Woe called me into being, in a nation, and at a time, 
world, chen religious enquiry was unfettered by the reſtraints 
rritory; of bigotry and ſuperſtition. 

>mſelves | 

ngs de- To paint to oneſelf the poor idolator, cutung from 
perſona the foreſt a tree that pleaſeth him, Hopping its boughs, 

and that warming himſelf by the fire he has made with them, 

ledge cd and worſhipping the trunk from which he has taken 


rding them, —is a picture that is far from affording plea- 
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| fare, — Nor indeed could we ſuppoſe it poſſible for 
human nature to be ſo blind, but, that we know 
it for a fact, that at this preſent time, whole nations 
are in this ſtate of blindneſs, Y 


The abſurdity of this worſhip is ſelf-evident 
and I turn again my attention to the Jewiſh re- 
ligion. | 


The Jews ſay that the bible was written by the par. 
ticular inſpiration of God, and they call it the book 
of their law. They inform us, according to 
this book, that there was a man named Moſes, 
whom God communicated what had paſſed from the 
beginning of the world, and whom he commanded 
to write the account for the benefit of his nation. 


In the firſt chapter of Geniſis, we are informed 
of the nature of the creation of the world; which 
according to that account, was performed by the 
almighty, about fix thouſand years ago, before which 
time the earth was without form and void. 


God was ſix days making the world, and furniſhing 
x with living creatures, and the ſeventh day he 
reſted from his work, as if he was fatigued. He 
made man, the laſt of all his creatures, the moſt 
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tavored of any, to him he gave dominion over all 
the reſt——and he called his name Adam. 


God now perceived that he had forgotten to make 
Adam a compamion, and that it was not good for 
him to be alone, ſo he cauſed him to fall into a 
deep ſleep, took out one of his ribs, and made 
of it a woman, to be man's companion and helper.— 
Theſe were created immortal, and lived in a place of in- 
finite beauty and delight: And God gave them liberty 
to eat of every thing that grew upon the face of the 
earth, but of the fruit of one tree, which he prohibited 
them from taſting upon pain of death. 


The man and woman hved together but a little time 


| before a ſerpent addreſſed the woman, and prevailed 
| upon her to break the commands of God, by eating 
| this fruit; which, when ſhe had taſted it, ſhe gave to 
| the man, who did likewiſe eat. The effect of this fruit 

was to make them know that they were naked, | 


God coming in the cool of the evening to converſe 


| with Adam, does not immediately find him, therefore 


calls to him, and, upon receiving an anſwer, aſks him 
| why he did not come to him at firſt? Adam replies, 
he was aſhamed ! becauſe he was naked ! 
| enquiry, then diſcovers, that through the wiles of the 
| ſerpent, they had eaten of the forbidden fruit; he is 
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iti therefore very angry and curſes the ſerpent, the man, the 
11 woman and the whole earth, and drives them out of para- 
100 diſe. | 
14 


We have afterwards an account of God's ſons, whc 
1 are repreſented to find the daughters of men ſo {air « 
to take them to wife; and ſoon afterwards the world 
grows ſo wicked, that God repents that he had mad- 
tt bo: man, and therefore drowns them all but one man and 
4 | 1 his family, who, with a pair of every living creature, 
1 are preſerved in an ark. 
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The world again becomes full of inhabitants, whs 
forget their God, and act with ſimilar wickednel: 
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ö | 
qt with thoſe who were before the deluge. 
ll 4 God chuſes one people, to whom he particular 


declares himſelf, yet ſo bad does he ſeem to have 
made his choice, that this people are continual: 
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acting contrary to his commandments, and are pei— 
petually leaving the worſhip of God, to join in the 
ſacrifices of the heathen and idolatrous nations.—— 
Many miracles, many fignal inſtances of his pore! 
þ is God ſtated to have ſhewn this favored people 
| yet nothing will prevent their ſins, 
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How ſurprizing to us doth it appear, when we learn 
that the man to whom God, according to tus 
bible, firſt gave authority to write the ſcriptures 
was a murderer :———the man whom he called 
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from a cottage to a palace, was an adulterer.—— 
the man to whom he gave the greateſt wiſdom, be- 
came at laſt an idolator. 


Cruelty marks the reigns of almoſt all their Kings; 
their prophets could not depend upon each other; as 
murders and crimes of every kind were as frequently 
committed by the Jews as by the heathen nations. And, not- 
withſtanding, their prophets were continually exclaim- 
ing againſt their ſins, and threatening them with the 
wrath of the moſt high, yet did they commit offences, 
even at the inſtant of the exhibition of puniſhment. 5 


The Jews profeſs to believe, that every thing contain- 
ed in the books of their prophets l be fulfilled, and 
that they are now ſuffering perſecution for their fore- 
fathers fins; but that a king will hereafter be born, who 
ſhall rule over them with ſplendor, and ſhall reſtore 
their kingdom to its ancient glory. 

The chriſtians, whoſe religionis from the Jews, believe 
with them in the truth of the bible, but ſay, that the 


Ifaelites are in an error with reſpe& to. their expecta- 


tion of aking: that the perſon who was fore-told by their 


| prophets, has already been upon earth, but that they 


did not know him in conſequence of having perſuaded 
themſelves that his kingdom was to be temporal, where 
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as it was ſtrictly ſpiritual this perſon, the Jews looked 


upon as an impoſtor, and deſtroyed by nailing him up- 
on a croſs, 


The perſon thus crucified by the Jews, the chriſlians 


aſſert, was no other than the moſt high God, the crea- 


tor; who, from before the beginning of the world, fore. 
ſaw the wickedneſs and fall of man; and planned his 
redemption, by a ſcheme of taking upon himſelf our 


fleſh, becoming man, and ſubmitting to die upon the 


croſs; this, they contend, was foretold by the Jewith 


Prophets. 


The ſon of God; the ſon of Man; God himſelf; 
che eternal Father; are titles thoſe people give him, and 
they declare their belief, that there is one God compoſ- 
ed ot three diſtinct perſons, whom they denominate Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt: — Theſe three compoſe 
but one God, yet are perfectly diſtin& ; and they ſay, 


that the trinity in unity, and the unity in trinity is to be 


worſhipped, neither confounding the perſons, nor divid- 
ing tlie ſubſtance. 


They pray to the Father and to the Son equally, yet 
call the Son the Mediator; they ſuppoſe him contit- 
ually employed in making interceſſion for mankind, 
who are every moment offending; yet, at the ſam 


( 105 ) 


ume, they ſay that the ſacrifice of his life was accepted 


* by the Father, in full ſatisfaction for the fins of man- 
kind. | 
TI They baptiſe their children in the name of the Father, 
0 Son and Holy Ghoſt; and believe, that without bap- 
. tiſm, they do not receive the benefits of Chriſt's death. 
| his 
our They affirm that Chriſt will come again to judge the 
n the world; when, although he by his death, made full ſatis- 
ewiln faction for the fin of Adam, Yet, thoſe who have com- 


mitted evil will nevertheleſs be ſent into everlaſting fire, 


while thoſe who have done good will be received into 


nſelf; the kingdom of heaven. 

n, and 

mpol- The Father, they ſay is made of none, neither cre- 
Father, ated nor begotten; the ſon 1s of the father alone, not 
2mpolc made nor created, but begotten ; and that he was begot- 
ey Jay, ten before the world, yet born in the world, The holy 
. Y ghoſt is of the father, and of the ſon, not made, nor 
r diwid- 


created, nor begotten, but proceeding. 


They ſeem to believe that the Father is generally in 
heaven, that he made the world and all things by the 


ally, vet 


contin- 7 s . 
on, oh lon, and that the holy ghoſt is ſometimes in heaven, 
Nan! : | | 
i ſometimes on earth. | 
the | 
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This doctrine of the trinity they call a myſtery revealed 
by God, and although incomprelienſible, yet neceſſary to 
be believed. 


Chriſt they ſay is God, yet was begotten, but the 
father was not begotten; and inſiſt upon the utmoſt 
credit being given to this, although they confeſs that 
it is unintelligible. 


If you attempt to argue with them, that as according 
to their opinions, there is but one God, therefore it can- 
not be improper to worſhip him under any of theſe titles; 
and as you do not conceive the doctrine of the trinity, 
God cannot be offended with you, when you addreſs 
him ſolely as the creator. 


To this they reply, that as God has revealed himſelf 
under the title of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, it is 
wicked not to believe him.———If you require to 
know how they prove that this was revealedby God, they 
lay it is to be found in the ſcriptures ; and they will not 
ſuffer a doubt of their authenticity, 


Chriſt, whom they at all times declare to be the eter- 
nal God, at the laſt ſupper of his diſciples, when he de- 
fired them to celebrate it in remembrance of him, took 
the bread, brake it, and made uſe of theſe words— Thi 
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led s my body !-and when he took the cup, he called the 

to wine, his blood; from hence many chriflian nations | 
maintain, that in the communion, the bread is tranſub- 
ſtantiated and becomes the very body of Chriſt. 


the 
10ſt | 
hat But although this miracle is ſaid to be performed | 
every day by Chriſt, yet, I never heard that he ever | 
produced a miracle, to prove to all men that this was 
indeed the caſe, which would aſtoniſhingly facilitate the 
ding er of the goſpel: 
can- 
tles; 5 5 : 
nity, According to the accounts of all chriſtian nations, 
Brest God made man, knowing him to be about to offend 
him, yet, which man would not do without he ſhould 
cat of the fruit of a particular tree, | 
imſelf 5 a 
© God, inſtead of fimply deſtroying the tree, —there- 
Ber G by preventing the ſinning of adam.—thereby ſaving 
1 touſands of fouls from hell fire, and thereby rendering 
15 18 the effect of his own intended ſufferings, ſure and cer. 
tam in the firſt inſtance—permits the tree to remain 
permits man to eat of it—is offended with him for what 
he knew man could not help—afterwards ſuffers himſelf 
e cict- io be crucified for the redemption of mankind, yet, 
he de- [takes no ſteps to prevent any further wickedneſs from 
1, to0k Entering the world, which to tus day continues to pro- 
Ihe ace e wicked men. 
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Theſe chriſtians ſeem to have full belief in the pagan 
power of fate, which was ſuperior to their Gods, and 
they render the one ſupreme, as much its ſubject as 
were formerly the gods di the heathens; and their prieſts 


by preventing the laity from exerciſing the faculties 
which God has given them, are enabled to continue 
them in ſuch a ſtate of confidential blindneſs, as beſt 
anſwers their intereſted ſchemes, 


The chriſtians are divided into various ſects, who 
maintain different principles of faith ; to their own each 
gives unlimited aſſent, and all bring proofs of the 
truth of their on opinions from the ſame bible and 
teſtament, and likewiſe from them do they refute the 
doctrines of the others————Their teachers contend 
with great virulence againſt one another, but none can 


convince their adverſaries; hence we may conclude 
that the inſtructions in the bible and teſtament, which are 
eſteemed by them the particular revelations of God, 
are not ſo clear as might be expected to proceed from the 
omniſcient, whoſe natural laws are ſo regular and perfect. 


The Mahometans, who take their name from their 
prophet Mahomet, or Mohammed, are of the lateſt re- 
Jigion ch at has been formed. 


Mahomet lived in the ſeventh century, P. C. and 
publiſhed his doctrines, as being immediate revela- 
tions of God, | 
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He aſſirmed in oppoſition to the Chriſtian trinity, 
that there was but one God, and that himſelf was his 
out: 


That Chriſt was indeed a teacher ſent from God; 
and that, as mankind would not receive the meek 
doctrines of Jeſus, himſelf was ſent by God, with 
ſword and fire, to force mankind to a knowledge of 
true religion.ä—Mahomet therefore raifed an army, 
and put to death whoever refuſed to acknowledge him as 
the prophet of the moſt higheſt, or who did not receive 
his writings as the expreſs communications of God. 


The koran was written by him, - or perhaps by his 
direction: for one reaſon why he commands belief 
in it, and which he mentions, as a proof of its truth, 
is, that he, being an unlettered man, could not have 
compoſed fo elegant a work, without aid: the koran 
bears in many parts, a ſtrong reſemblance with the bible 
and Mahomet is ſaid to have been aſſiſted in forming 


it by a jew. 


Mahomet gives ſeveral accounts of miraculous 
events that happened to him, ſuch as being carried up 


Into heaven, of whoſe diſtance he gives a particular 


account; alſo of the ſplendor of the different regions, 


with the gates and guards that ſeparate them ; all theſe | 


he particularly relates, and delcares, that once he had 
a great many thouſands converſations W vith God, yet 
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the time he was gone from the earth was ſo ſhort, that 
when he returned, his bed was not cold, nor was all 
the water run out of a pitcher, that ſtood by bis 


bed-ſide, and was thrown down by the animal, which 


carried him to God, 


The people Mahomet was among were much addicted 
to ſenſual pleaſures, and therefore, in his deſcription of 
paradiſe, he painted thoſe delicious, luxurious ſcenes, 
whieh he knew would captiyate his followers, and he 
compoſed his whole religion upon the {ame principles. 


Himſelf was much addicted to women, but, his adul. 
teries becoming offenſive to the people, he wrote a parti. 
cular chapter of the koran, as from God, authoriſing his 
prophet to indulge himſelf in every gratification, 


Mahometaniſm is a mixture of judaiſm and chriſtianiiy, 


joined with ſuch doctrines as Mahomet perceived 


would be neceſſary, to accompliſh his ambitious de- 
figns ;——and his plan ſucceeded fo well, that he 
raifed himſelf, almoſt miraculouſly, from a very lov 


ſtation, to the higheſt that human nature can poſſibly 
All. | 


From the examination of theſe principal religions 
it is certain that God is not rightly known, by molt 
of the inhabitants of the world; for if we look to 
the God of Mahomet, we fee him delighting in cruelty 
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and puniſhing in the commonality offences which he 


permits to his favourite. 


If to the God of the jews, a Being of all power 
and fore-knowledge, condemning a creature whom he 
had formed immortal to death for yielding to a 
temptation which he had purpoſely put in his way; angry, 
yet forgiving; proud and jealous, yet merciful ;— 
juſt, yet changing his judgment;—chuſing one people 


as a ſayoured nation, to whom he might reveal himſelf ; 


yet do we find his people putting leſs confidence in 


him, than the heathen nations do in their idols. 


If to the God Ee! chriſtians, a Being of infinite 
perfection, determining from all eternity to form a 


| creature, hof: wick edneſs he foreſaw would be ſo 


great, as to be no otherways done away, except by 


- himſelf loweriny his divine nature, and ſubmitting to 


death. And this he is ſaid to have done; yet man 
has not been freed from ſin, for his children are to 


| this moment tranſgreſſing, and are equally imper. 


jet as they were before this ſacrifice, 


( 
DISCOURSE the THIRD. 


In the leſſon we read this morning, we found theſe words. 
*+ But as for me and my Houſe, we will ferve the Lord.” 


If there is any ſubject that demands the Parucu- 
lar attention of mankind, it 1s religion. 


Religion ariſes from the ideas we have of a ſuperior 
Being, and means the worſhip which we think ourſelves 
bound to pay to him; but unleſs we have proper 
ideas of this Being, the ſervices that we intend to 
render to him, will neceſſarily be unworthy of 


him. 


Almighty God, who knoweſt the hearts of men, 
and. art alone the judge of the motives to 
our actions; look with favor on thy humble ſervant, 
who wiſhes to exert the faculties thou“ haſt given him 
towards gaining ſuch a knowledge of thee, as will make 
him more able and more deſirous to fulfil thy will in 
all things. Thou ſeeſt into all his defigns; thou 
art ſenſible of the exalted ideas he has of thy nature; 
thou knoweſt the prejudices he may have to come. — 
Enable him, O Lord! humbly to ſeek thy kingdom; 
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and not putting any implicit faith in the opinions of man, 
but truſting ſolely in thee, grant that he may be able to 
ſee through the clouds and darkneſs, which over- 
ſhadow the earth! and that he may know, and fear, and 
ſerve thee the only God, to thy glory, and to the hap- 
pineſs of all thy creatures upon earth. Amen, 


This day, my friends, I intend to deliver to you ſome 
refleftions extracted from my manuſcripts, which I 
wrote before ] left England; and which will explain 
to you the ideas that Thad upon religious ſubjetts: I ſhall 
make no alterations, becauſe they were written when 
my mind was filled with the perſuaſion that the world 
was in an error; and you will perceive from them, in 


what manner it ſeemed to free itſelf from the prejudices 


of education. 


The chriſtian religion is that in which I was brought 
up, I admire its inſtructions; I hope I am a true chriſ- 
tian: ——but I cannot approve or aſſent to all the doc- 
tines of our teachers, and I doubt of many of their 
moſt material tewets, 


The bible and teſtament I cannot look upon as being 
immediately from God; We learn from hiſtory, the 
council which ſanctioned the latter; e likewiſe are 
informed that there were other goſpels beſides thoſe of the 
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four Evangeliſts; if they were written by inſpiration, 
what authority had the council to reject any ?——But 
the goſpels are evidently the works of men ;—correfic| 
and ſeletted by men; — and as they admit of miracles, 
let me aſk whether any miracle, has been performed to 
prove that they are entirely approved of by the 
Almighty? J During my life, I have ſeen no per. 
ſonal interpoſition of providence ;——I do not look 
upon the whole earth of ſufficient conſequence to re- 
quire it. — Generally immutable laws are every 
where evident to me, and altho' my ſenſes are 
limited, my ideas fearce know a boundary. 


All ſpace appears full-of the. greatneſs of my God. 
Worlds beyond worlds !—-Syſtems beyond ſyſtems! 
innumerable myriads of creations appear in the murrorot 
my eye; I feel the majeſty of the omnipotent, and I ex- 
claim, O Lord! what is man A wonderful being as a 
creature, but ſtill of very ſmall. conſequence in con. 
pariſon with the reſt of creation 11a . 


Perſuaded as I am of the greatneſs of God; of the ut 
ſignificance of man; and of there being numberleſs other 
worlds; can I readily give my aſſent toa tale, winch I an 
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told, that the ſon of God, God himſelf, camedown from 


heaven to viſit mankind ;-to experience our nature; to 
take upon himſelf our fleſh ; to ſuffer death for to cleanſe 


mankind from their ſins? I cannot. 


The doctrine of the divinity of Chriſt is not impli- 
citly to be believed: If Chriſt was the eternal God, a 
ſtrict examination will prove to his glory; and without 
having duly examined it, the profeſſors of this belief, 
whenever they make this declaration of faith, offer in- 
ſult inſtead of honor to that auguſt Being, who, they ſay, 
took upon himſelf our r fleſh, 


It appears an improbability; it does not come home 
to my reaſon to admit, that my God ſhould deign to 
viſit the earth in a human form; — but ſuppoſing, for 
a moment, that he ſhould, this do I feel convinced of, 
that his condeſcenſion muſt have the greateſt end in 
view : —- That the means employed by him would be 
the beſt that could be deviſed, —and that the effect would 
be certain : 


When I aſk the motive of his coming upon earth ? 
The anſwer is, to ſave the world. As man, I acknow- 
ledge the deſign to be great and momentous, ——1 en- 
quire how he accompliſhed it? By ſhewing himſelf upon 


carth as man, — telling the jews of their ſins, preach- 


1 


ing a future immortal ate, where puniſhments and re. 
wards were prepared, —ſetting an example of perfect life, 
offering himſelf up as a ſacrifice for ſin, and yielding up 
his life upon a croſs. To whom does he offer up 
this ſacrifice ? to God. — But it is ſaid that Chriſt is the 
ſole omnipotent being, —that himſelf and the father 
are as one—if ſo, what was the value of the ſacrifice ? 
it was nothing! for God cannot die ;——if Chriſt was 
God, his death was a deception, 


But granting that he was the Lord God omnipo- 


tent; granting that he did die; —— Let me aſk, 
muſt not this ſacrifice have been ample? aſſuredly 
could God have been deceived in the effect? cer- 
tainly not. What then has been the advan- 
tage? Are men reſtored to their immortality ? 
Is fin taken away from the world? no, —men are 


ſtill wicked, and ſtill yield up their lives to death. 


Do even all men know theſe doctrines? are they 
now more ſtudious to do the will of God? —-— We 
preach againſt their impieties, and thereby fully an- 
ſwer the queſtion. 

* 
Did God come to ſave the world in general, or 
If in general the fads ap- 


only a particular part ? 
pear, he came ſo like a man, that few could tell the 
difference, and even his chief diſciple denied bim in 


„ 
the hour of danger. — He ſhewed himſelf to but 


one people, and but for a ſhort ſpace. of time: 
he ſuffered this people to doubt of his divinity, 
and at length to prove his mortality, by abſolutely 
killing him. Now we are told, that he has threatened 
them with puniſhment for not believing that he was 
God, even when they had ſeen him die ; 
ferror to my ideas of God ! 


How 1n- 


If miracles are to prove the interference of the 
deity, their effect cannot be futile.— Ged 
cannot be miſtaken; they muſt be neceſſary, and 
muſt produce the deſtined end.—_——If God had 
come upon earth to ſave all mankind, he certainly 
would not have concealed himſelf from the greater 
part of the univerſe; and if he expected behef in 
himſelf, he would have prevented the poſſibility of 
doubt, by making himſelf known to all nations; 
which miraculous effect of the divine power, would 
have been worthy the greatneſs and goodneſs of our 
God, and all mankind would have been bencfited by it. 


But to ſay, that God himſelf came down from 
heaven, took upon himſelt our nature, bore our in- 


| firmities, ſuffered death for our ſakes, yet permitted 


— parts of the world to be ignorant of his being 


| upon earth, no ways accords with my ideas of 


| the omnipotent That he ſhould fail in rendering 
| mankind more virtuous, appears to me, hkewie an 
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improbability, and I am induced to conclude, that 


the title of the ſole God, being given to Chriſt, 
is a clear and certain corruption of man. 


I read the ſcriptures, 1 admire the doctrines there- 
in contained, and that which 1 believe to be the 
religion which Chriſt wiſhed to eabliſh, receives my 
fulleſt aſſent, and my reaſon approves of it; I ac- 
knowledge its beauty, its ſimplicity.—and I lament 
that the effect which it would "have, if truly preach- 
ed, is deſtroyed thro' the ſuperſtructures of ignorant 
or deſigning men. — ——It gives us juſt notions of 
God ; and his attributes, of man's duties to God; 
to his neighbour and himſelf : and the morality 
which Chriſt preached would, if duly practiſed, be 
produftive of happineſs, both in this world, and in 


that which is to come. 


By ſome perſons it may be eſteemed preſump- 
tuous, to ſay that man can form any idea of the 
intentions of God in the creation of the world: 
but I am perſuaded, that if his reaſon were properly ex- 
erted, the diſcovenes which he is able to make, would 
appear incredible to thoſe, who have been bred up in 


the fear of uſing the powers, which yet they be. 
lieve themſelves to poſleſs. 


God has ſurely given me reaſon, in order thi 
I ſhould uſe it, and I am determined to exerciſe i 
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in a free examination of all ching 1 my Heavenly 
Father ſhall prove to me his diſipptobation, by not per- 

mitting me to have clear ideas of that which I feek, but 
which ke does not chufe that I ſhould know, 


I will look into the hiſtories of the world, the writings 
and opinions of the different nations——1 will combine 
the ideas which I receive, and will freely declare thoſe 
truths of which I am convinced, 


It is clear that there is a God ;—every thing proves 
it the more we examine into nature, the more we 
are convinced of his wiſdom and power. 


The animated world is a regular chain of improving 
creatures, and forms a moſt admirable work. This 
ſyſtem of revolving orbs, to which our earth belongs, 
ſul further proves the greatneſs of our Creator, and 
we even cannot doubt of a God. 


W bat then is man? — An animal endued with 
rea {on, 


What is Reaſon ? A faculty whereby we are en- 


abled either to combine or ſeparate the ideas which our 
animal ſenſes convey to us; and alſo to form new com- 
bnations that may produce ideas which are not the ob- 
jedts of the animal ſenſes. 


R 
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Have we any innate ideas? None ; all our ideas 
ariſe from ſenſation, reflection, and communication; 
we are therefore juſtified in cautiouſly examining any new 
idea; and we may either give our aſſent or may object 
to it, according to the conviction which we feel of its 
being true or falſe. 


God made the world, and all that it contains ;—as he 


was not under an indiſpenſible neceſſity of doing it, tis 
clear his own will was alone conſulted. And, finding 


every thing provided for the happineſs of the creature, 
we readily aſſent to the doctrine, that God in his plan 
willed, that his creatures ſhould be happy. 


We ſee unhappineſs in the world, we wonder that 
God ſhould ſuffer it; but upon examining further, we 


find it to be a neceſſary conſequence of that free 


agency which God has choſen to permit his creatures 
to enjoy, and which his immutability will not ſuffer 
him to revoke. Man is thereby made to inflict upon 
himſelf the puniſhment that his follies have deſerved. 


We know but little of the firſt ages of the world.— 
The memory of a man is but a bad repoſitory for 
events, and his mind is a book which is liable to con- 
tinual error: thus may we juſtly ſuppoſe, that no tradi- 
tion was ever handed through ſeveral generations with- 


out alteration or addition; —the ſon's opinion, in ſome 
inſtances, differed perhaps from the father's, and he re. 
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lated to his children that which he thought was right; 
but when writing was invented, then was a new ſenſe 
given to man. But the art at firſt was confined to a very 


few, and manuſcripts were in the poſſeſſion of a ſmall 


number of perſons. 


From this want of true accounts has ariſen dif- 
ferent opinions of the time of the creation of the 
world, ſome people fixing it thouſands of years before 
others. _The account which we have in our Bible of 
this event, is a fine deſcription, but upon examining it 
we ſhall find it ſo unphiloſophical, that we {hall be under 
the neceſſity of attributing it to the ſtrength of Moſes' 
imagination, rather than to the revelation of God. 


Could we paint to ourſelves all ſpace in confuſion, 
and the Omnipotent as if waking out of a dream, de- 
termining to make a univerſe merely for the ſake of 
man, we might give credit to the relation of the lights 
of heaven being made the fourth day; but when aſtro- 
nomical obſervations prove to us the real ſize of the ſun 
and ſtars, and hiſtory convinces us of the ignorance of 
former ages, who can help exclaiming, correct thyſelf, 
thou new enlightened creature ! Far be it from thee to 
aſſert that God made theſe ſolely for thy uſe— Thou 


canſt no where diſcover another ſuch uſeleſs exertion of 
power | 
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God is the God of all; his wiſdom, his greatneſs, 
and his power, are without bounds. From the diſco- 
venes which we, in theſe later ages, have made, by the 
aſſiſtance of inſtruments, which have given new ſenſes 
unto us, enabling us more clearly to know the works 
of our creator, we are convinced that thoſe orbs which 
Our fore fathers ſuppoſed were made for enlightning the 
earth, are, in reallity, other worlds, ſubjected to revo- 
lutions ſimilar to our world. Nor is it abſurd to ſup- 
poſe them to be filled with living creatures, Who par- 
take Soy the bounty of their God, 


All nature acknowledges a ſupreme : —his goodneſs 
is viſible throughout all his works. How adnurably 
adapted is every thing for accompliſhing whatever is 
expected from it 


When I look upon an anatomized animal, how for- 
cibly do I feel the certainty of a God! How wonder- 
ful !—What art — What beauty !—What inimitable 
perfection Ho wonderfully diſtinft, how wonder- 
fully combined ! os; 


Surely 1 will ſeek my God—Nor ſhall man prevent 
me from the free uſe of my reaſon :—God knows it 15 


not prefumptuouſly I ſay ſo, but hereby am I perſuaded WR 


that I beſt prove my title to the name of man, 
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Is God the object of our animal ſenſes ? Not imme- [ 
diately. Is he diſcoverable by our reaſon ?—In a {mall | i 
degree he is. Is the idea of God innate ?—It does not vil 
ſeem to be ſo, God then has created beings who may be 1 


ignorant of him? — Ves. How do you know that there 1 | 
is a God ? —Becauſe every thing that is the object of my 
ſenſes is an effect. Reaſon informs me no effect can take 
place without a cauſe ; the firſt cauſe I call God, who 
is neceſſary ſelf.exiſtent, and I believe that God is a 


— n 


perfect being. 4 
| | 
It may be aſked whether a perfect being would form il 
. ſo imperfect a creature as man ?——The queſtion is i 
founded in error, man's nature is perfect, that is, as of 1 
; bY. 0 5 ti 14 
a man, although it be imperfect as of a God. iq 
| 7 . | i 1308 


The imperfections and unhappineſs which we find 
among mankind are not to be aſcribed to God, but to 
che miſuſe of the powers he has given us; for he has 
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1- {provided all his creatures with the means of rendering | 
le {their ſituations pleaſing. 114 
5 11 

God is all-wiſe, and hence are his decrees immutable; ft 


Wthis is every day proved to us, by thoſe occurrences 


1 
1 hich are unnoticed, ſolely from our being uſed to them. 1 
t 15 | 


- The ſun ſhines alike upon the virtuous and wicked ;— 414 
he rain refreſhes all lands; —the ſeaſons return: -the 
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debt of nature. — Creatures are born and die; and the 
world knows no change of the regular ordination, which 
we found when we entered upon it; our old men ſpeak 
of none but natural effects; God is the fame from ever- 
laſting, and his goodneſs is ſeen in all his works. 


Did men exert their reaſon, how differently would 
many things appear to them to what they now do 3 
But in this are they to be pitied, for parents breed up 
their children in the prejudices of the nation in which 
they are born! The eſtabliſhed religion of moſt coun- 
tries forbids them to doubt of its truth, or to freely 
examine its principles; and declares that faith in the re- 
velations of God is abſolutely neceſſary for ſalvation, 
which faith is only proved by an unlimited confidence. 


Yet do I find many different nations declaring, that 
they have received the particular revelations of God; 
when upon comparing them, I diſcover that theſe re- 
velations are contradictory, even in material parts. Can 
I believe the one God can act ſo much beneath him. 


ſelf? Can God be equally changeable as man? 


Doth God command one people to kneel to the crol, 
and direct another to trample on it? Doth he tell on: 


nation that his Paradiſe is furniſhed for the moſt exqui 35 
ſite ſenſual delights? while to another he declares tha I 


ſenſuallity is diſpleaſing to him? 
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All theſe cannot be the revelations of God; and 


without making uſe of my reaſon, how can I diſcriminate 


the right) Can my being born at Mecca, make God 
a different Being from the God of the Chriſtians ?— 
God cannot change, he is always the ſame; alike good, 
beneficent, and attentive to the prayers of the humble 
and meek. 


I agree, that whatſoever God declares to me, muſt be 


true, and no doubt can remain with me, but that I 


ought to perform whatever commands he lays upon 
me. But then let me ſay, when what is called the will 
| of God is declared to me by man, that although I do 
acknowledge myſelf bound to do his will, yet have I full 
Y liberty to enquire, and indeed it is my duty to examine, 
whether that which others declare to me as the will 


of God, is fo or not. Indeed all thoſe who believe in 


5 


5 
5 auſe I wiſh to believe that te efore I co, but truely 


che authority of the bible, muit acknowledge the force 


of this argument by their own tory of the prophet who 
was deſtroyed by the lion. 


Shall a man have unlimited confidence becauſe. he | 
: gh preſumes to ſay, I have ſeen. God, who has or- 


£ ered me to command you to believe the things which 


now tell you? Belief, God knows is „ 
] cannot doubt, and therefore I believe, It is not be- 


Pecauſe I cannot believe otherwiſe. 
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No man, really coming from God, would ſay, you 
muſt believe what I tell you. All he could ſay would be 
this What I relate to you, I aſſure you I had from 
God, who commanded me to declare it unto you, that 
you may know his will and fulfill it. 


Hence I claim a right to examine what is denominated 
revelation, and I look upon myſelf particularly called 
upon, to acquaint myſelf with the truth of the religion 
in which I was brought up, and to examine with hum- 
ble freedom, the trath of the grand principle that 
Chrift indeed was the very God. 


God has evidently left the mind of man free, and 
although he made it capable of reaſoning, and of exert- 
ing its powers to the true ſubhme, by unprejudicedly 
reflecting on the objects that ſurround it ; yet it was not 
his deſign to force mankind to exceed their natures, oi 
even to compel them to ule the faculties which lie 
hath given them, 


I do ſuppoſe that God implanted in the firſt man 
juſt ideas of his greatneſs and power, and having Þlel- 
led him with all neceſſary knowledge, paſſed an unalter- 
able decree, that man ſhould be a free agent. 


V/eknow in theſe later days, how eaſily corruption per: 


vades mental tradition ; and, from our own experience 
of the effects to be expected from uncultivated reaſon, 
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we need not greatly wonder at mankind loſing all 


juſt ideas of God, —Their animal nature overwhelmed 


their ſpiritual : In a few ages they looked for their God 
among his works, and worſhipped the Creator under the 
form of the creature ; till afterwards a worfe corruption 
followed—for they worſhipped the creature as God. 


Still the nature of man remained the fame ; the fiat of 


God had gone forth, and was immutable :=His good- 
neſs bore with his creatures infirmities, aud ſparing the 
Vengeance he might have juſtly inflicted, he left them 


to experience the calamities which their own follies 
would bring 1 them. 


One people, according to their own accounts, retained 
a knowledge of the true God ; but their religion was 
filled with ceremonials, and their hearts would hardly 
own the great Iam; they worſhipped him as the God 
of juſtice ; yet ſanctioned their own cruelties under the 
pretended mandates of the Father of Mercies. 


Prophets were conſulted by Jews, and oracles by 
Idolators; to both was ſometimes permitted the fore- 


knowledge of ſuture events. A ſupreme preſerver of 
the world was believed by all nations ; and the true God 
might at all times have been known by that mind which 


| Was Capable of getting the better of the prejudices. of edu- 
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cation; —but to produce an unprejudiced mind appears 
almoſt a miracle. 


In Jeſus | Chriſt, we are juſtified in ſaying, that this was 
diſcoverable ; he had a juſt idea of the majeſty of the 
King of Heaven ; he ſaw through the impiety of offer- 
ing up ſacrifices for fin, while the heart remained un. 
cleanſed. —The faſts and new moons of the Jews his ſou] 
abhorred ; he ſaw through their wickedneſs ; he lament- 
ed the depraved ſtate of mankind ; he burned to declare 
the true God, and to make his name revered throughout 
all nations. 


Wiſhing to make known the great Creator, in order 
that his people might be induced to correct the errors 
which debaſed them, the bleſſed Jeſus commenced his 
ſcheme by acquainting himſelf with the opinions of the 
Hebrew Doctors; and at twelve years old we find him 
conſulting with them i in the , | 


The Evangeliſts have not given us that minute account 
of the early years of Chriſt which might have been ex- 
pected; But had he been the Creator himſelf, as the 
Chriſtians maintain, no one moment could have paſſed 
without being of conſequence to mankind ; nor would he 
have ſuffered one action to W him without its being 


a as 9-9 


of 


E 

Would the omniſcient God, who thus is ſuppoſed to 
have made an alteration in the ſyſtem which he had 
planned; who, it is ſaid, took upon himſelf our fleſh; 
ſuffered himſelf to be nailed to the croſs ; died for 
our redemption ; that is, to redeem ns from his own an- 
ger—Would this kind, this beneficent Being, who thus 
intereſled himſelf in the welfare of man, have gone 
from the earth without preventing mankind from having 
a doubt of his divinity 2 Would he not have left with 
all future ages a certainty which they could not have diſ- 
puted ? This would have been a miracle worthy of our 
God! By ſuch an act, his intention of coming upon earth 
would have been anſwered! He would truly have made 
himſelf known to all nations, and we might each of us 
have ſaid to our children, this is the Lord's own act! 
Doubt it if you can! 


But what is the fact? — Jeſus choſe {imple low born 
men to be his companions, becauſe his own ſituation in 
life was low, his father Joſeph being a carpenter ; they 
were witneſſes of his purity and of his virtues ; they ſaw 
him all beneficent ; they loved him ; he taught them his 
doctrines; they were convinced of his truth, and they 
believed in him. | 


When he began his miniſtry, he preached to the peo- 
ple of the goodneſs of God ; of his love for his works, 
of his wiſhes for them properly to exert the powers 
which he had given them; of the neceſſity of avoiding 
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fin, and the benefit to be hoped from ſincere repent- 


ance.——He taught them, that the God of mercies had 
planned every thing for the happineſs of his creatures; 
that all that God had required from them was, to act in 
ſuch a manner as would promote the welfare of each 
other, and to be thankful to their God for his merciful 
kindneſs, He told them that God would not ſuffer wil- 
ful miſconduct, which tended to oppreſs the meaneſt of 
his creatures, to go unpuniſhed ; nor had he intended 
that the unhappineſs which the free agency of man 
might produce, ſhould be without alleviation ; but as 
this world could not be the feat of rewards and puniſh- 
ments, without counieracting his pre-determined unal- 
terable plans, he gave them to believe in a future im- 
mortal ſtate.— This I beheve to be the religion ot 
Jeſus. 


Warmed with the conſcious juſtneſs of his thoughts; 
ſenſible of the conſequence they were of to mankind; he 
determined to boldly declare them before the face of all 
people. Low in tation, of no weight in the councils 
of the city, but filled with the love of God, Jeſus firm- 
ly commenced his teaching. 


Truth wants not the aſſiſtance of art.— Jeſus declares 
to the people the true God; he tells them, in the ſim- 
pleſt manner, their vices and their duties; he explains 
how unwelcome to the purity of God, were their faſt 
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duous religious ceremonials ; and proving by his humi- 
lity, his virtue, his univerſal benevolence, and his 
Ready refuſal of temporary honours, that no other mo- 
tive but contributing to the glory of God and the happi- 
neſs of mankind had urged him to action; he ſeeks for 


every opportunity of encreaſing the number of the vir- 
tuous. 


The love of God, proved by love to mankind, was 
what he required from his hearers. He taught with con- 
fidence; he cenſured with mildneſs and compaſſion ; 
but his ſoul was oftentimes afflicted, and he wept for 
the obduracy of his fellow creatures. 


; Thus preaching in truth, and ſetting an example of 
_ virtuous living, did the bleſſed Jeſus paſs his life.— The 
Jewiſh people began to ſee the darkneſs which had over- 
fg ſhadowed them ; they looked to the light with admira- 
ne tion; they wondered at their teacher; they thought 
_ him worthy, they wiſhed him to be their king; they 
1ls truſted, he was the perſon whom they expetted about 
ms this time, who, as foretold by their prophets, would 
enable them to throw off the Roman yoke. 
es But Jeſus refuſed their honours ; his object was dif- 
im- ferent; he wanted to call mankind to a knowledge 
ains 


ot the true God, and in accompliſhing this lay all his 
ambition. | 
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Numbers now fought him; they followed him, they 
adored him; they called him good but Jeſus is ſaid 
to have anſwered, * why calleſt thou me good ? there is 
none good but one, that 1s God.” All his diſcourſes 
breathe that exalted piety and reſpect to the moſt high, 
which none but a Being of his virtue could attain ;—iHc 
was ſurely the beloved of God! 


| 

Fully acquainted with the writings of the ancient | 
prophets, he ſeemed to believe a Meſſias would appear f 
who ſhould inſtruct Iſrael in the knowledge of the true ; 
God. He found himſelf ſtrongly impelled to take upon Z 


himſelf the miniſtry ; but when John ſent for to aſk, 
* Art thou he that ſhould come, or do we look for 
another?“ His humility would not ſuffer him to aſſume 
that high office—if he was the perſon foretold by the pro- 
Phets, he knew that the Lord was true: but whether the 
prophecy was fulfilled in him, he did not preſume to 
ſay, but anſwered, * Go and ſhew John thoſe things 
which ye do hear and ſee ;” that is, I do not ſay I am 
the Meſhas, but my works muſt prove whether I am or 
not. 


When, in the 16th chapter of Saint Matthew, Jeſus 
enquires of his diſciples whom they ſuppoſe that he 
is? Simon Peter anſwers, Thou art the Chriſt, the ſon 
of the living God ;— Jeſus anſwers, © Bleſſed art thou 
for fleſh and blood hath not revealed it to thee, but my 
Father which is in Heaven. ws 
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{ as 1 
Tf he was the Chriſt, he knew that Peter muſt be a 
worthy diſciple, becauſe the Almighty had firſt commu- 
nicated it to him; and knowing the worth of Peter, he 


doubts not his truth ; thus being perſuaded that he 


might be the perſon ſpoken of by the prophets, he ſhews 
to his diſciples the ſufferings which he muſt experience, 
and declares more openly to them the meaning of the 
ſcriptures ; but knowing that his actions would alone 
prove the truth of his miſſion, he forbids them that they 
tell any man he was the Chriſt. .— He encourages 
them in virtue, and he comforts them with the hopes of 
a happy reſt through the mercies of God: This ſeems 
to be the true ſtatement, as collected from the Teſta- 


ment, 


The chiefs of the Jewiſh ſynagogue perceiving, from 
the number of thoſe who followed him every day en- 
creaſing, that their intereſts were leſſening, ſtudied to 
entangle him by queſtions of the greateſt ſubtility; but 
Jeſus returned their queſtions upon them, and refuſed 
to tell them the authority by which he preached. He 
declared how much the Almighty Father was diſpleaſed 
at the pretended religion of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
and aſſured them that the unexpreſſed real ſorrow of the 
heart, was more efficacious in waſhing away ſin, than 
all the oblations and ſacrifices of the Jewiſh ritual. 


Unable to convict him of error, they ſaw no way 
of preſerving their conſequence, but by deſtroying Jeſus, 
and they council d to put him to death. 
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This world was not deſired by Jeſus; he looked with 
confidence to a future ſtate ; he knew their conſpiracies, 


but he knew, that without the permiſſion of God, they 
could not hurt him ; he believed himſelf ſent on earth to 


call mankind to a knowledge of their God,—he was per- 
ſuaded that he acted under a divine impulſe, and was all 
ſubmiſſion to the divine will. 


He avoided not the betrayer; — he was bound and 


lead to judgment - — Pilate aſked him—Art thou the 
king of the Jews ?— Jeſus anſwered, thou ſayſt 


I cannot ſay I could ever underſtand this reply. — for 
it conveys no clear idea to me; and however proper it 
might be in the man Jeſus not to anſwer any enſnaring 
queſttion, I am convinced no ſuch reaſon could actuate 
the God of nature.) 


The evening he was betrayed, his foul u as exceeding 
ſorrowful, even unto death; and he prayed O my 
Father! if it be poſſible: let this cup paſs from me; ne- 
vertheleſs, not as J will, but as thou wilt, and a ſecond 
ime he prayed, * O my Father! if this cup may not 
paſs away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done; 
and he went a third time and prayed, ſaying the ſame 


words. 


What a mockery is here if Jeſus was the God 0! 
creation! he prays to himſelf, yet will not grant his own 


ly 
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prayer ; three times does he beſeech himſelf to avoid 


death, yet cannot do it—tis abſurd ! 


But how changed is the ſcene, when we behold this 


a conflict between the body and foul of a virtuous man; 
how beautiful ! how fablime ! 


Knowing that his end approached, yet lamenting the 
ignorance in which his fellow creatures were ſtill in- 
volved, the bleſſed Jeſus hoped, if the Almighty would 
delay the period of his death, that he might be able to 
encreaſe the true believers, and that the other nations of 
the earth might be taught the knowledge of the true 
God: But as it was not given him to judge contrary to 
the will of his Heavenly Father, and confiding, that his 
ordinances world be for the beſt, he expreſſes his reſign- 
ation and willingneſs to ſuffer death, if ſo it ſeemed fit 


to his God; 


This is the greateſt trial of the faith of man ; Jeſus 


: proved his truth, by ſubmiting to the death of the croſs. 


No reply did he make to the ſcoffs of the ignorant 


& multitude ; he was nailed to the croſs, in full confidence 
Jof having done his duty; yet it ſhould ſeem he had 
boped that, before his death, God would have given an 
5 indubitable proof of his innocence. For finding himſelf 
5 periſhing without any appearance of ſuch interpoſition, 
7 he feared that God had forſaken him; and he exclaim- 
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. My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me; 
but the Almighty ſuffered him to pay the debt of nature, 


in order as it ſeems, to make Chrilt's nature quite clear, 


and to prevent, as far as his immutable laws would 


permit, the diſciples and poſterity from having the er- 
roneous opinion, of Chrilt himſelf being the divine firſt 


cauſe, which might have been the caſe had he permitted 


him to aſcend immediately from the croſs into heaven. 


Yet to convince mankind of the truth of Chriſt, be, 


according to the Chriſtian tradition, rent the vail of the 


temple in twain, from top to bottom; he commanded 
the ſun to be darkened, the graves to be opened, and 
the bodies of the ſaints to appear unto many: Thus ended 
the life of Chriſt. He was buried ; but his body did not 
remain in the ſepulchre; the Evangeliſls declare he aroſe 
again the third day, and aſcended into heaven—the Jew: 
ſay the body was ſtolen. -— Of early reported tranſac- 
tions, God alone can tell what is the truth. 


It is ſufficient for us, that Jeſus lived, taught the 
knowledge of the true God in purity and truth, ſet us 
an indubitable example of virtue, and died to prove his 


faith. It becomes us, in all things, to conduct our 


ſelves in ſuch a manner as will be agreeable to God; 
this Jeſus commanded ; to this our reaſon aſſents, and 


the commandments of the Almighty ought to be engraven 
in our hearts, 


tl 


( 137 ) 


If ye aſk what are the commandments of God ? take 
this anſwer : 


There is but one God—Ye ſhall have no other Gods 
g but him— His name ſhall be ever reſpected, and ye ſhall 
bY worſhip no other -The relative duties ye ſhall not ne- 
WW glett; your own happineſs is involved in that of others; 
for no wilful injury ſhall be unnoticed, or in its event de- 


ſirable. 
ne, 
he : 
led May we all think worthily of God! Of that majeſtic 
a {upreme who has bleſſed us with reaſon, whereby we 


1.1 may know him! May our hearts be warmed with the 
love of him, who has permitted us to perceive his uni- 


not 

1 verſal love for his creatures. He is the ſame for ever 
= and cver.,—Bleſled be the Lord God of Heaven! May 
5 his name be known through all the earth! And may the 


lives of all his people be evermore conducted according 
to his will ! 


the 
4 Us And, at the name of Jeſus, let us look up to heaven 
e his with raptures, and let affection and reſpe& be felt in 
ou. 


the darkneſs of idolatry, and preached the Lord God 
Omnipotent in purity and truth | 


Jod; 
and 


Aven 


His victory let us glory in; for he conquered the 
fears of Death and the terrors of the grave His life 


every breaſt ; for it was he who firſt broke through 
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was an example of the higheſt virtue ;—his death was a 
proof of his belief in God. He cleanſed the temple 
from impurities ; he made manifeſt the God of nature; 
he lived free from fin, and died in righteouſneſs; and 


we may now juſtly exclaim, O Death, where is thy fling ? 


O Grave, where is thy victory? Bleſſed be the Lord 
God Omnipotent, who has given us the victory! 


—— — 


( 


DISCOURSE the FOURTH. 


> RETHREN, we will, this morning, turn our 

thoughts to conſider thoſe motives of our governor 
Jacobus, which induced him to leave his country, and 
the religion of his fathers, and at length to form the 
laws of this country, upon the foundation of what he 
was convinced, was truly the will of God, 


JACOBUS VERITAS was born in England, and 
was brought up in what 1s called the Church of England, 


to diftinguiſh it from other Proteſtant congregations, 


which are fo called from their proteſling againſt the doc- 
trines of the Church of Rome. —- The people of Eng- 
land, in emancipating themſelves from the Romiſh 


Church, ſtill retain ſeveral of its prejudices ; but the 


toleration allowed in that country 1s favourable to the 
free enquirer. 


Jacobus, in the earh part of his life, was exceeding- 
ly fond of philoſophical reſearches, and from thence was 
convinced of the certainty of One great firſt cauſe. —— 


: Taught from his infancy to have a high veneration for 
the Deity ; he wiſhed, when his mental faculties en- 
5 | creaſed, to gain a clear and diſtinct knowledge of him: — 
but the writers whom he conſulted, in general connected 


what was ſatisfactory to reaſon with what was ſo totally 
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contrary to it, that he felt within his breaſt an uneaſineſs 
of whic!: he couid not get the b-tier, Eher his ideas of 
God were very cr:oneous:. and he muſt be obnoxious 


to God's anger; or elle if his thoughts were true, the 


greater part of the world was in an error. — He ſought 
the opinions of all nations, and not one of them was 
ſatisfactory unto him: he brought them all together, and 
found ſo much difference between them, that he thought 
himſelf juſtified in rejecting them all ; and from his own 
reaſon, to form a ſyſtem of religion n to what 
he thought was right. 


He perceived that religion ſeemed to depend abſolutely 
on the place of birth: That in one part of Europe 
men knelt to the croſs, while in another they trampled 


upon 1t; that in ſome parts, they eſteemed it a damna- 
ble offence to doubt whether God did come upon earth 


to die for man, that in others, the confeſhon of this 
faith was thought an abſurdity, 


Convinced that there is but one God, and therefore, 
that two or more diſſinct ideas of him, could not proceed 
from his own revelation ; he determined to ſearch, whe- 
ther, in any of the prevailing religions of the world, there 
were the evident marks of a revelation from God. 


Three he found moſt general —Jewiſh, Mahometan, 
and. Chriſtian, 
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Ihe firſt, the clergy of England treated as a wilful 


continuance in error; the ſecond as an impious impol- 
ture; but Jacobus perceived that the people who confeſ- 
ſed thole two religions were more numerous than 
the chriſtians; and when the Heathen and other nations 


were joined with them, that the proportion of the Chriſ- 


tians was very {mall; and therefore, aſſenting to the 
truth of a dottrine of his church, that every ſoul was of 
equal conſequence in the eyes of God; he couid not rea- 
dily believe that God would permit ſuch a number, ig- 
norantly to incur the ſentence of damnation. 


He learnt, that the Mahometan nations believed that 
God had publiſhed his will in the Koran: This hook 
Jacobus procured, but was ſoon convinced of the im- 
poſtor, and eaſily diſcovered the ambitions policy of 
Mahomet; while the great Alla was repreſented more 
like a king of the earth than of heaven. Mahomet's 
deſcription of the celeſtial regionsbeing entirely compoſed 
of the valuables of the earth, and diamonds and other 
Jewels ſparkling with glorious luſtre, 


His paradiſe is filled with ſcenes of gay delight; and 
beautiful women, with luſcious wines are held out as re- 
wards for thoſe who die in Mahometaniſm ; this ſurely 
could not be the revelation of God! 


Chriſtianity, founded on judaiſm, called his attention, 
and he found its profeſſors declaring, that the bible was 


64 
written by the immediate inſpiration of God, and there- 
Fore, that in this and the teſtament, was to be r 
every article of faith. 


The bible begins with ſuch an account of the formation 
of the world as ſoon ſatisfied him God was not the au- 
thor of it; and from the contradiſtions and abfurdities 
which are in many parts of it, he ſaw, too viſibly, ano- 
ther work of man attempted to be forced on mankind, 
as the word of the {upreme. 


He renounced the opinion, that God had given the 
bible and teſtament for the ſole guides of mankind; 
and he looked into his own breaſt, tor new principles 
to go upon: He took as Data. 


That there is one ſelf exiſtent Being, or God, who 
created all things: Aud that this Being is of infinite 
perfection and goodnels. 


Man, then he acknowledged a creature, made by 
God; he knew that an all-wiſe and all- powerful Being 
would create every thing proper for the completion of 
But what his purpoſe was, could 
not be known by the creature, unleſs God gave him 


his purpoſe; 


faculties to perceive it. 
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Filled with the moſt exalted ideas of God, and finding 
the powers of reaſon to have been a gift from him, he 
ventured tc aſſert, that nothing which was incompati- 
ble with the ideas which his reaſon gave him of the 


goodneſs and greatneſs of his God, could proceed, 
by Revelation, from the ſupreme. 


The creation is ſurely a proof of the greatneſs, wiſ- 
dom, and power of the moſt high; but the account 


which is given in the Bible, of the fall of man, is unwor- 
7 of the God of mercy. 


To ſuppoſe, that man was framed, n his firſt earthly 
ſtate, immortal, is a thought which no reaſonable mind 
can allow; for it would be admitting, as a fact, that 
which every hour contraditts. And if, according to 
the chriſtian teachers, the omniſcient God foreſaw man 
would eat of the forbidden fruit, and that he himſelf muſt 
die to redeem the world; he mult alſo have known, that 
even his dying would not prevent mankind from con- 
tinuing in fin ; and that there was one ſimple and efficaci- 
ous way of preventing the wickedneſs of man, viz. de- 
tiroying the tree that produced this fruit, but this he 
would not do. God thus is made to conſent to the 
damnation and eternal] puniſhment of creatures, who 
could not avoid offending him: For the fore-knowledge 


of God, can only proceed from his power of WE 
future events. 
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In tlie teſtament, Jacobus found ſine moral ideas, and 
à more worthy account of God, than in any other 


of the Jewiſh or Heathen writings — Chrift, he per- 
ceived, muſt have declared the true God in purity; but 


that his ſimple intelligible doctrines, adapted to the un- 
derſtanding and benefit of all men were ſo obſcured, by 
thoſe who delivered them to poſterity, that at length, 
the religion which Chriſt preached, in a ſimple and clear 


manner, viz. * Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with 


* all thy heart, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve'; and 
thy neighbour thou ſhalt love as thyſelf * was filled, 
with unintelligible and extraordinary opinions. 


Jacobus ſet about clearing all the ſuperſtitious ſuper- 
Rructures which he found added to the religion of Jeſus; 


and he has left us the pure doctrines of that virtuous 


perſian, 


He ſaw that the errors of mankind aroſe, from no: 
exerting their own faculties, but truſting, with implici- 
neſs to others ;—this he uſed to thew, was alluded to 
by the condemnation of the ſervant who hid his talent in 
a napkin, as we read in the teſtament; and he ſtrictly 
enjoined us all: To doubt whoever ſhall tell you, 
* that ye muſt not truſt to, and uſe, the talent of reaſon 
* which God has given you.——Ye cannot, with the 
* utmolt efforts of your power, diſcover any thing which 


2 
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God does not will you to perceive ; and the more that 


ye freely enquire into his eſſence, the more will ye be 
convinced of his truth. 


Doubt that there is God if ye can! may be ſaid to 

every one who will unprejudicedly, or indeed, even pre- 

zudicedly employ his talents in the examination of 
| nature. by : 


From the ſituation of man, it will appear, that there 
mult be three duties which he has to perform; his duty ta 
God; his duty to his neighbour; and his duty to him- 
ſelf ;——theſe three are ſo intimately connected, that 


1 one cannot be omitted without the others being broken 


8; through. 


us 

Our duty to God, is deſcribed by all nations, to con- 
fiſt, in believing him,—fearing him, — loving him,—put- 
ing our whole truſt in him, and calling upon him, 


But to accompliſh this, it will be neceſſary to exer- 


{ to i 

it in cile our reaſon, in order to enable us to have proper 
Aly ideas of our God. | 

you, | 

aſon There have been men who have ſaid with their mouths 


they did not believe there was a God: A ſimple, but 
U s 
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forcible argument may be held with ſuch men. If there 
be no Creator, man is either ſelf- formed, or the pro- 
duction of chance; (tho' none of them can explain 
what they mean; to one or other they will agree: 
Let then man's body be chained to the ground, his hands 
and feet faſtened, and let this Being be laidin a dun- 
geon, without food ;—when either himſelf, or chance 
ſhall releaſe him, acknowledge that you will be con- 
vinced by the experiment ; which none of them, I be- 
lieve, would venture to make, becauſe they would ſec 
that there was no chance in the caſe, 


There is a God, our Creator! although not percepta- 
ble by our ſenſes, which are only adapted to the clear 
comprehenſion of thoſe things that are neceſſary to us 
in our preſent ſtate of exiſtence, 


To believe in him, is in ſome degree, an act of neceſſity 
mn a thinking mind; for the more we exert the powers 
which he has given us, the more are we ſatisfhed that 
there is a God, When we examine the art, the con. 
trivance that is diſcoverable in the minuteſt thing 
upon earth; when following the idea, we trace the 


firſt appearance, the ſlate of perfection; and afterwards 


the declining ſtate of every thing living, till at lengtl 
it returns to earth: when we go beyond this world, aud 
adnure the ſun, the luminous centre of our planeta!y 


nuke 
185 


ſyſtem; and afterwards permit our minds to range t 85 


that part of ſpace, where are the fixed ſtars, wid 


(- 447 } 


we readily believe to be other worlds : * What poſſibility 
have we to avoid a belief in God? 


To fear him. — to love him, muſt be the effects of a 


F proper belief in him; and theſe are fo ſtrongly impreſled 
4 upon the mind which knoweth God, that there is not 
a one inſtance to the contrary. 
bo 
25 God does not ſeem to have given us any innate ideas; 
not even of himſelf. When he created the world, and 
called man into exiſtence, he might perhaps have give 
% inſpiration, that which after ages were to polleſs only 
IE by application. 
us 
To enquire how Jong the world has been, is a ſpe- 
flity culation of little ule; but the examination of the ſtate 
vers in which it is at the period of our exiſting in it, is a 
that neceſſary and proper enquiry; and by applying to our 
CON- reaſon, we ſhall be enabled to know what is right for us 
thing to do. 
> thie 5 
ward | | OE ; : 
" Truſt to no man's opinion in thoſe things wherein 
ens { . 4 
| of yourſelves are concerned: But by reading and diſcourſe 
: E: endeavour to convince your own reaſon, and act in 
netal) ; f 
ae u ſtrict conformity to that which yourſelyes are perſuaded 
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God has evidently made men free agents, and has not 


abſolutely hindered them from being guilty of actions 


that diſgrace their nature; but upon examining into 
ſuch as are thus guilty, we ſhall find them either quite 
ignorant of God, or elſe poſſeſſing very erroneous ideas 
of him. 


God is omniſcient and omnipotent ! Was man fully 
perſuaded of this, would he wilfully offend a Being, who 
could puniſh him, when at the ſame time, he knew that 
he could not conceal his tranſgreſſion from him? 


It is from ignorance of God, that ſo many vices 
and fins are committed ; for many men talk much about 
God, who, by their actions, prove they have not known 
him. 


Whatever injury is committed againſt man, is an 
offence that cannot be agreeable to God; and from 
hence, has been derived, one of the proofs of a future 
ſtate of rewards and puniſhments; becauſe many virtu- 
ous men ſuffer, while wicked men ſeem to proſper in 
the world; and therefore it is hoped that God will ren- 
der that juſtice in a future ſtate, which he omits in the 
preſent. e 


Theſe things appear dark to us, nor will they be 
cleared up, till our ſouls are freed from their earthly 


1 
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irabitation ; then ſhall our faculties be enabled to diſ- 
cover what God has appointed; and we may hope, that 
our knowledge will be perfected. 


To put our truſt in God, and to call upon him, are 
neceſſary effects of a juſt knowledge of him; for con- 
ſeious of his own ͤweakneſs, and convinced of the power 


of his God, what man can refrain from truſting in him 
and calling upon him? 


The duty of calling upon God is ſo much of the 
nature of a high favour and permiſſion, that a man ought 
to be fearful of becoming unworthy of it, and loſing it. 


Prayer to God is a duty which his creatures are bound 
to fulfil for their own intereſt ; but the prayers to which 
God attends are not mere forms of words, but the ſin- 
cere petitions which proceed from the heart. — The 
man who prays ſincerely, is he who ſtudies to acquaint 
himſelf with his God, and whoſe actions are the reſult 
of his defire to fulfil the end for which he was called 
into being. — "Tis not the impenitent hypocrite who 
comes into church, ſays his prayers, and goes from thence 
to the immediate commiſſion of vice, that will receive 


the bleſlings which he aſks ; but he, who conſcious of 


his own weakneſs, humbly beſeeches remiſſion of his 


God for his paſt offences, prays for ſtrength to avoid 


; 3 tranſgreſſing for the future, and ſtudiouſly avoids being 
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guilty of any ſin.——It is not he who calls Lord! Lord | 
that ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he alone 
who docth the will of God. 


Chriſt has left us a form of prayer the moſt ſimple 
and comprehenſive imaginable, and has declared the 
folly of long hypocritical prayers, by the parable of 
the Pharifee and Publican. 


Prayer to God ſhould be from the heart ; and humbly 
performed, will ever be eflicacious in preventing fin; 
becauſe it is an impoſſibility for the man, who with a 
right faith addreſſes the Almighty, to engage in any pre- 
determined action, that will render him obnoxious to 
his fellow creatures. —*Tis not for man to judge who arc 
the penitent ſinners ; but the hypocrite may be aſſured, 
that his hypocriſy cannot be concealed from God, nor 
defended from the puniſhment which is juſtly due to a 


mockery of the moſt high, performed for the purpoſe 
of deceiving man. 


RX 


Our duty to ourſelves conſiſts in exerciling properly 
the faculties which the omnipotent has given us as la- 
tional Beings. | 


We percerve the exalted ſtate in which we are placed 
upon this earth; yet we are ſenſible of the infirmities 


* 
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of our nature: but the deſign of God in creation ap- 


pears evidently to have proceeded from his deſire of 


communicating happineſs :—Without aſſiſtance from 
others, life loſes half its comforts, and the wants of our 
nature are beſt relieved in ſociety. —To aſſiſt others, 
in order that we may have a claim upon their aſſiſtance, 
is a duty, that policy itſelf, without religion, will tell us 
ought not to be neglected; but, in a religious ſociety, 
where we are ſatisfied that all our poſſeſſions come by 
the permiſſion of God, it will appear indiſpenſably our 
duty to relieve the wants of our tellow creatures. 


Happineſs 1s the chief concern of our lives, and we 
may declare, that it is annexed to a ſtrict performance of 
the will of God: This ve mult endeavour to accompliſh 
by properly uſing the powers which he has given us. 


Our reaſon, which we find capable of receiving not 
unworthy ideas of God's attributes, is fully able to direct 
us to the obtaining of whatſoever is neceſſary for our ex- 
iſtence ; but it requires cultivation to enable it to enjoy 
the full benefit of its powers. To improve our under- 


ſtandings, in order to obtain a proper ſenſe of the will of 
God, is therefore a very high duty. 


In moſt countries, prejudices and ignorance have ſo 
overwhelmed the powers of reaſon, that, even in the 
moſt material articles of the happineſs of life, men 
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find themſelves continually in an error; but they ſeem to 
take no advantage from pete 


God has created the human ſpecies male and female, 
as he has done the chief part of animated nature, and 
our births are regulated by ſimilar laws. It will be ſeen, 
that even in this, which may be juſtly eſteemed fo great 
a concern, God has not departed from his general laws; 
and that the birth of the firſt monarch upon earth is de. 
pendent upon ſimilar circumſtances with that of the 


meaneſt animal. — Nay, if man ſhould be induced to 


abuſe this prerogative of continuing his ſpecies, God has 
not, even in this, deprived him of his free agency. 


| The deſire that is felt by all animals towards thoſe of 
\* '_ _ the contrary ſex, leads them to continue their ſpecies ; 
| and God has implanted in all his creatures, ſuch an aftec- 
tion for their young, as to prevent all wilful neglect. 


_ 


1 The end being anſwered when the offspring is capable 
1 of taking care of itſelf, connubial ties are ſoon diſſolved 
"ot among the brute creation, and when a particular ſeaſon 
5 is paſt, they generally live in ſolitude and ſeparate tran- 
4 quility, and new alliances are formed the next ſeaſon. 


5 In man, animal love rages with great power, and 
il the wiſdom of God directed that it ſhould do fo, fore- 
f ſeeing, that without it did, the race of man might become 


( Ws? 


extinct, through the unpleaſant ſituations into wht ch = 


creature might, perhaps, bring himſelf, through miſuſe 
of his free agency. 


But reaſon was made able to regulate this deſire, and 
| in thole countries, where we are told a general diſſolute- 


neſs takes place, it will be found to ariſe from the abſurd 
ideas of the people, who foohſhly endeavour to counters 
. act the laws of nature. 

— 

0 


There are ſome nations who eſteem as virtuous, 
thoſe who live ſingle and have no connection with the 
other ſex ; but how ignorant muſt they be of the Crea- 
tor, who ſuppole he is to be pleaſed with his creatures | 


of refraining from that which he has intended ſhould be a | 
8; means of accompliſhing his will and of contributing to 
\C- their happineſs, 
Continence, merely for continence ſake, is far from 
ble being meritorious ; it is really ſinful, as being the de- 
ved termination to prevent the exiſtence of beings, wha 
ſon might hereafter prove themſelves worthy ſervants of their 
an- God. 
Thoſe nations talk of the virtue of avoiding tempta- 
and 


tions; of the neceſſity of puniſhing the fleſh; and repre- 
lent, as meritorious, many things which are : evidently 
A. 2 
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deſtrudlive of the deſigns of omnipotence. But what is 
the reſult ?—juſt as might be expected; for God's ge- 
neral laws are immutable, and are not to be broken with- 
Out inconvenience. 


As rational beings, who are advanced above the reſt 
of the world, it becomes us to reflect ſeriouſly upon 
this matter :—Marriage is a concern of no ſmall conſe- 
quence to our happineſs, and we ought thoroughly 
to acquaint ourſelves with its nature and deſign. 


When firſt born, man is perfectly feeble and helpleſs, 
and without the attentions of his parents, he would ine- 
vitably periſh. Other animals become, in a ſhort time, 
able to procure the neceſſaries of life, and to ſatisfy all 
their wants, but the infancy of man is long. 


The brute creation receive from nature, with their 
ſtrength, all the perfections which they are capable of 
uſing to their OWN advantage ; but our reaſon requires 
cultivation ere it attains its powers; and without the al- 
ſiſtance of others, we remain Ignorant and weak: hence 
in mankind it is neceſſary, that family connections ſhould 
be permanent, in order that children, by receiving the 
inſlruthons of thoſe who are naturally intereſted in 
their welfare, ſhould attain the qualifications which, i 
becomes weir duty to ſeek. 
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From not duly conſidering theſe truths, many people 


complain of the ſtraitneſs of the bands of marriage, and 


purſue the v-ry means of rendering poſterity unhappy ; 
for finding tew comforts ariſe from their own impru- 


dent connections, they conclude, that unhappineſs is 


more to be expetted than joy ; and that, as marriage 


too often brings oppoſite tempers into an indiſſoluble 
union, other conveniencies are necellary to render 1t de- 


ſirable. 


Vet, knowing the eſſect of nature in youth, and con- 
ſidering that ſimilar want of experience may produce 
ſimilar miſtakes, they preach to their children, how 
likely their inexperience is to cauſe them to fall into 
error, and deſire them to put implicit faith in whatever 
they adviſe them.—And what is their advice ?—Gener- 
ally as follows: 


As their children may ſee from their own experience 
how few married couples are happy, they tell them, 
that they muſt obſerve how great is the danger of being 
unnappy in chat ſtate, and how fooliſh it is to be attract- 
ed by perſonal qualifications; and ſhewing them how 
liable they are to be deceived if they marry while 
young—defire them to take time to conſider, to look 
out prudently, and when they do make their choice to 
take care to have ſubſtance to comfort them in caſe 
they ſhould be miſtaken ; and ſpeak of wealth as the only 
jure anchor to depend on. 
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Thus educated, a young man dares not ſay to his 
parents, © ſuch a woman is in poſſeſſion of every quali- 
fication of beauty and virtue that is to be found or de- 


fired in the ſex, and I wiſh to make her my wife, unleſs 


at the ſame time he can ſay that her fortune is likewiſe 
as deſirable. Without fortune the choice will be dif- 
approved of, and a reply will be made, that there is no 
occaſion to be ina hurry.” 


In thoſe countries the reſult is too often as follows: 
A young man finding his firſt affections checked, his 
life becomes uncomfortable ; his friends, as they eſteem 
themſelves, endeavour ito enhven him, by leading him 
into ſcenes of gaiety and diſſipation; — his parents, per- 
haps, wink at this as being in their opinion, the leaſt 
error, and ſuch a one as they think age and experience 
will correct; and they treat with the name of youthtul 
follies, thoſe actions wlich mult render the evening of 
his life uncomfortable — when too late, they all find 
themſelves nuftaken, and he labours under a bankrupt 


conſtitution, with no other recompence than reflections 
that convince him of his folly, 


Pl 


But our legiſlator wiſely followed nature in all her 
directions, and endeavoured to ſtrengthen the power of 
reaſon. He ſaw that the paſſion of love .was not to be 
trifled with, and that the happineſs of community de- 


pended upon its being duly regu] lated, according to tlic 
dictates of reaſon, 


W 


„ 


He thought that encouragement ſhould be given to 


youth to marry prudently, and that inducements ſhould 
0 be held out ror parents to do their duty. He put mar- 
fe riage upon the footing of nature, and declared that co- 
ile habitation alone conſtituted it in the eyes of God; but 
i. wiſhed that every man and woman who choſe to cohabit, 
"yu would ſubmit to the ceremony he had appointed, in order 
that due reſpect might be paid to all married people. 
83 | 
his He ordained, that parents ſhould have no other con- 
em troul over their children than what reaſon gave them; 
im and has even prevented them from paſſionately depriving 
er- them of their ſhare in their fortune — And what has 
aft been the effect? That there is now before me the moſt 
ce happy congregation in the world. — For parents, know- 
ful ing the independence of their children, exert their affec- 
of tion ſolely from motives of procuring the true happineſs 
ind of their children: —and our youth, perceiving that 
wpt parents have no other motives for the advice they give 
ons than to produce their real happineſs, and knowing, 
by their own reaſon, that every ation is directed to that 
one end, expreſs that ſubmiſſion in every reſpect which 
other nations have fooliſhly attempted to force by laws, 
* which tend to counteract the operations of nature. 
be 
de. Prevented from abuſing their truſts, parents them- 
the ſeives have the natural inclination of providing for the 


5 welfare of their children, both ſtrengthened and duly re- 


E 
gulated; and the advantage hereof is fully proved, by 
this nation finding the marriage ſtate, as was intended 
by God, the fountain of happineſs on earth. 


In other countries the gift of God, whereby he permits 
us to become parents, is but little conſidered n the light 


it ought to be, and is too generally abuſed, to ihe deſtruc- 
tion bf the end intended. 


Debaucheries are committed at a very early period of 
life, and the artificial forced ſtate which the vices of thoſe 
nations permit their youth to experience, ſoon debilitates 
and weakens their faculties Parents tenderly overlook 
many irregularities, till familiarized to vice by general 
depravity, they, with impotent concern, ſee their children 
follow a courſe which their own folly has occaſioned; 
yet comfort themſelves with the hope, that the error will 
be wiped away when the heat of youth 1s over.—Vain 
expectation! As numbers have experienced to their ſorrow. 


Our friend Jacobus, acquainted with the errors of 
other countries, endeavoured to provide againſt them, 
and knowing that human nature was every where the 
lame, eſtabliſhed ſuch laws and regulations as he thought 
would produce happineſs to his people. 


Ignorance he believed to be the ſole cauſe of man- 
kind's committing fin ; and every thing that human fore- 
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Gght could provide, to bring man from ignorance to 


the knowledge of his own nature, has been OO 
lum, | 


* * 


By his regulations, was the chief concern of life, 


marriage, put upon that natural rational footing, of 


which we now reap the benefit; and our children are 


taught to look upon it, as it undoubtedly 1 is, a matter rof 


the greateſt e, re 


Free to chuſe our companions; 4 taught to ſelect them 
for their real worth ; the numerous happy families 
which ſurround us, beſpeak the vir tues of their anceſtors 
One principle actuates the whole ; and joy and pleaſure 
are conſpicuous in every countenance.——The time that 
is not engaged i in the necell. ay buſineſs of life, 1s em- 
 ployed, by all, to the improvement of others. Each 
perſon, in ex very family, is ſtudious to gain and to dil- 
penſe knowledge; and happineſs is ardently ſought for 
and promoted. ——The manly virtues are diſcoverable 
in all our boys; temperance and fortitude is conſpicuous 
in ev ery countenance ; while that bluſhing delicaty of 
the female ſex, which was formed as a lovely contraſt 
to the neceſſary hardineſs of man, is here diſcovered in 
its fulleſt perfection. To my young friends, I ſhall 
now particularly addreſs myſelf. . 


Yeare, my beloved, attending here, through the love of 
God, to endeavour to render him acceptable ſervice, to 
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worthip him; 40 thank him for the bleſbngs ye have 


received; and, by the inſtructions here given you, to | i 
learn to know your duty, in order that ye may truly 4 
perform his will. i 
The knowledge of the true God is here taught you; h 
your mental faculties are ſtrengthened; your reaſons are Ii 
improved; and ye receive from your parents, every h 
aſſiſtance which human nature requires. Ve muſt be ir 
ſenſible the obligations which ye owe to your parents, 0 
can never be repaid by you; and how inadequate pe 
alt your returns muſt be, for the pains they have taken, W 
in giving you'your education; Exert therefore your it 
endeavours, to render their hves happy and agreeable. en 
98 | {ac 
Obedience to their commands is at all times due, I ha 
unleſs (which can hardly be) they are contrary to the be 
commands of od. 
The obedience I ipculcate, - is not an entire giving 2 


up of * your reaſan and opinion to theirs: In all caſes, 
exert your own, but examine with coolneſs, whether 
you are not wropg; for though, your parents, as mor- 
tals, are liable to error, yet their experience enables 
them to judge properly of many things with which you 
are totally unacquainted. 


k any'diferent opinion ariſes in your minds, expreſs it N 
with openneſs: beg of your parents to give their reaſons, 


6 


why they differ from you, and intreat them ta explain 
them to you; if not convinced, and. ſhould your parents 
enforce thei: opinions by commands, examine within 
your on breaſts, what are likely to be the conſequen- 


ces; if they appear fatal to your future happineſs, with 


humility decline to att, and wait till future events {hall 
render every thing more clear. There can little 
harm happen from avoiding achion; and as ye increafe 
in years, ye will percerve that the ideas of youth are 
often found by age, to he erroneous But when mere 
poſitive commands of immediate ſervice, are the points 
which ye are tempted to conteſt, be ye aſſured, that 
it is a duty incumbent upon you, to ſhew your obedi - 
ence, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word; nor ought the 
ſacrifice of life itſelf to be .es to, if it ſhould 
happen that by this only, your parents a could 


be preſerved. 


To parents who have done their duty, it is impoſſible 


to make an adequate return, and where this duty has 
been unfortunately neglefted, it does not abſolve 
children from the performance of theirs. — In all the 
reciprocal duties, the negle& of one party does not 
Juſtify the failure of the other; for the obligation is 


in fact, to the Supreme. — And indeed there is more 
merit in the party who fulfills his duty, where the other 
i : Fals, than where it is only an equal return. 
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worthip him; 40 thank him for the bleſſings ye have 
received; and, by the inſtructions here given you, to 


learn to know your duty, in order that ye may truly 
perform his will. 


Thecknowledge of the true God is here taught you; 
your mental faculties are ſtrengrhened: your reaſons are 


improved; and ye receive from your parents, every 
aſſiſtance which human nature requires, ——Ye muſt be 
ſenſible the obligations which ye owe to your parents, 
can never be repaid by you; and how inadequate 
alt your returns muſt be, for the pains they have taken, 
in giving you your education: Exert therefore your 
endeavours, to render their lives happy and agreeable. 


| Qbedience . to their commands is at all times due, 
unleſs (which can hardly be) they are contrary to the 
commands of God. 


The obedience 1 inculcate, is not an entire giving 


up of your reaſan and opinion to theirs: In all caſes, 
exert your own, but examine with coolneſs, whether 
you are not wrong; for though your parents, as mor- 
tals, are liable to error, yet their experience enables 
them to judge properly of many things with which you 
are totally unacquainted. 


If any different opinion ariſes in your minds, expreſs it 
with openneſs: beg of your parents to give their reaſons, 
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why they difler from you, and intreat them ta explain 
them to you; if not convinced, and ſhould your parents 
enforce their opinions by commands, examine within 
your on breaſts, what are likely to be the conſequen- 
ces; if they appear fatal to your future happineſs, with 
humility decline to att, and wait till future events {hall 
render every thing more clear, — There can little 
harm happen from avoiding action; and as ye increaſe 
in years, ye will perceive that the ideas of youth are 
often found by age, to be erroneous But when mere 
poſitive commands of immediate ſervice, are the points 
which ye are tempted to conteſt, be ye aſſured, that 
it is a duty incumbent upon you, to ſhew your obedi- 
ence, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word; nor ought the 
ſacrifice of life itſelt to be objected to, if it ſhould 
happen that by this only, youn _ 2 could 


be preſerved. 


To parents who haue done their duty, ® is impoſiible - 


to make an adequate return, and where this duty has 
been unfortunately neglefted, it does not abſolve 
children from the performance of theirs. — In all the 
reciprocal duties, the neglect of one party does not 
Juſtify the failure of the other; for the obligation is 
in fact, to the Supreme. — And indeed there is more 
merit in the party who fulfills his duty, where the other 
fails, than where it is only an equal return, 
Y2 
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Ve who are about to enter into life, have been taught 


by your parents how great a concern are the marriage 


engagements, and how neceſfary-it is to chuſe” virtu- 
ous companions, Take the advice of a ſincere friend. 


As ſoon as ye perceive within your breaſts a partiality 
for another, conſider whether your ſituation in life is 
ſuch as will permit you with honor to enter into the 
marriage ſtate.— Having ſatisfied yourſelves that ye will 
be juſtified in uniting yourſelves in marriage with the 
perſon whom ye love: Search into their conduct to- 
wards their parents and their fellow creatures, and acquaint 
yourſelves with their virtues; if the examination proves 
favorable; apply to your parents for their advice, who: 
may point out to your notice, many things of real con- 
ſequence, which your inexperience has prevented you 
from noticing, 


Marriage is not a tranſient act, where an error may 
be committed and hereafter retrieved, No One miſtake 
is neyer to be recovered, and the reſt of your lives may 
be «perpetual. Airoggle between ie and ſorrow. 


* 


"Let not precipitation, be ſhewp ; in your conduf, but 


encourage, within your. own. breaſt, that high ſenſe of 
true honor, which will, lead you to prove yourſelv es en- 


titled to.the reſpect aud lriendſhip of all who know you; 


15 ſhall the bleſſings. of God be Weg, vou, and happi- 


| neſs ſhall be your reward, 
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And ye, my younger friends, let me intreat you to 
ply with aſſiduity, 10 the inſtructions 5 of your pa- 


rents; ſeek to acquaint yourſelves with your own nature, 


and learn to know your God:——Thus employed, ye 


will diſcover the obligations which ye owe to Your pa- 
rents, thro' God, for every bleſling ye enjoy; ; and ye 
will, 1 am perſuaded, purſue thoſe means of allording 
them comfort, which your reaſon ſhal | point gut to you, 


as s moſt likely tO ſucceed. 


Let not paſſion, of | any kind, remain within your 
breaſts any longer than it is impoſſible for you to avoid ; 
try to command your tempers, and be careful at all times 
to regulate your behaviour; with ſubmiſhon and reſpect 
to your ſuperiors ; ; with freedom and friendſhip to your 
equals ; ; with meeknels, complacency „and generoſity to 
your inferiors. We are all of the ſame claſs of beings, 


but the Almighty has been pleaſed to permit an N 
lity of rank, which does not exalt the individual more 


than it exalts human nature. Hence are our employ- 


ments divided; -— the good of the community is attended 
to + i increaſed ;—and each fills, with adv antage to the 


whole, that particular, occupation which his birth has al- 


lotted him. | 


Upon due government of your tempers, and proper 
attention in cultivating the faculties you poſſeſs, depends 
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every hope that delights human nature. Mhile ignor- 
ance and bad difpoſitions produce unhappineſs in every 
rank, 301} | 


In the reciprocal return of kind 6 which a due 
performance of the duties of ſociety produces in all par- 
ties, will be found that happineſs, which extends its effects 
even bey ond the grave. For confident in the mercies 


of God, conſcious of having, to the utmoſt of our 


abilities, fulfilled the duties of our nature, — our death 
bed will afford us ſuch a proſpect of ee as will 
diminiſh all its terrors, 


Thins, no time of life will be unprovided for Death ; 
not ſhall we be uneaſy at the certainty of it. — But 
continual reſignation to the will of Omnipotence, whe- 
ther in life or death, will mark us as Beings who love 
their Creator.——All our actions will be under the re- 
gulation of reaſon : our mental faculties will be duly 
cultivated and improved; and when the time ſhall arrive, 
that our bodies ſhall go to the grave, our fouls will, with 
firmneſs declare, that there is bet one Lord God omni- 
potent, the Creator of the World ! Bleſſed be his name, 
for ever and ever! Amen, 


| H thus given a view of the chief of cheir 

1 religious principles, from their own writings, 
I ſhall now ſubjoin thoſe general laws, with the remarks, 
&c. Which are copied in all their churches: There are 
certain tables, around the walls, upon which all pub- 
lic acts are recorded, as well the particular regulations 
with refpect to the ſingle pariſh, theſe are altered ac- 
cording as circumſtances may require ; but the follow- 
ing are permanent, and not liable to any alteration : 
Theſe laſt are engraved 1 in ſtone, whereas the others 
are only painted. 


„ 


Thou ſhalt have none other Gods but one. 


Remarks. Convinced as we are, that there is a 
God, and that he is a ſole ſelf-exiſtent Being; we can- 
not ſuffer any foriegner to become endtled to the pre- 
vleges of our Citizens, but ſuch as prove, by their 
altions, their firm belief in God, which, only can 
make them good members of ſociety.— And in caſe 
any Foreigner wiſhes to be admitted into our ſociety, he 
muſt paſs two years of probation, and then, upon the 
hundred court giving | teſtimonials of his virtue to par- 
liament, he ſhall ' be entitled to a naturalization act. 
But let him reflect, that the morals of our fociety are 


1 
ſtrictly guarded, and we cannot ſuffer any one to cor- 
rupt them; we believe that the ſoul will be entitled to 
future happineſs, either from having purſued a courſe. 
of virtue, or, perhaps, by repentance of former ſins, 
witha due reſtitution made for them. Let not the Foreign- 
er attempt, from improper or hy ypocritical motiv es, to 
join in our community; he cannot deceive God, he 
will hardly deceive us: If he offends wilfully againſt | 
any of our laws; the courts are authorized to inflict 
double puniſhments, and afterw ards iO expell him from 
the ſociety. 
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If any of our N deny the truth of this law, 
not being ſtrictly an idiot, let him be taken before tlie 
pariſh court, who muſt examine carefully ingo the 
charge; and upon ſufficient proof, let the court ſend 
him to ſolitary coniinement, where he may be fed ſpar- 
ingly, for one month; let him be ſupplied with books, 
containing the opinions of different nations upon this 
ſubject ; let him be deſired to read them, and to ſatisfy 
his mind whether there is a God or not ; let the pariſh 
miniſter frequently attend him, and lead him to a proper 
obſervation of the wonderful harmony diſplayed through 
all creation. —If after the month is expired, he ſhould {till 
continue in ignorance, let him be ſent back for anotner 
month, and be left entirely by himſelf, but furniſhed 
with every book which he may wiſh to examine; 


ſhould he ſtill be in doubt, whether there is a God, let 


6 
him be brought before the hundred court, which if con- 


vinced that he is neither an idiot nor a lunatic, ſhall 
baniſh him out of the kingdom for ever. 


The reaſon is; becauſe any man who denies that there 
is a God, mull be either unfortunately ignorant, or elſe 
very wicked—lt the firſt, his ignorance ſhould be done 
away; if the lat: er, he is not fit for our ſociety; but as the 
experience which he may gain by being obliged to ſee 
the works of God in other countries may either amend 
or convince him, we are bound to give him every chance. 


E 


Thou ſhalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain. | 


When the Lord's name 's uſed, it ſhould be with 
the higheſt veneration and reſpect, and every perſon 
mult perceive how great an offence it is to join a fal- 


lity with it. 


If any man is proved before the hundred court to have 
{worn falſely, or borne falſe witnels, let him be commit- 
ted to ſolitary confinement for three months, for the firſt 


offence ; for two years, for the ſecond offence ; and tor 
the reſt of his life, for the third conviction. 


Rcemarks.—Theſe offences proceed from 1gnorance, 
and it is a duty in the ſlate to endeayour to call its ſub- 


Z 
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jects to the uſe of their reaſon. But if a man is three 
times convicted of perjury, there are but few hopes of 
his amendment by letting him remain among his fellow 
creatures; therefore ſolitude will prevent him from do- 
ing any miſchief, and may call him to a knowledge and 


repentance of his fin. 


Thou ſhalt not ſteal. 


This relates to injuries done to the property of others, 
and reparation ſhall be made two-fold. But when the 
court ſhall think the offence requires further puniſhment 
it ſhall order the culprit into ſolitary confinement, for 
not longer than two months, unleſs by order of council, 
upon an application from the hundred court. 


L.A W, 


Thou ſhalt not commit adultery. 


God having made the human race, as well as the other 
animals, male and female; and having ordained that the 
early period of our lives ſhould be particularly feeble, 
and in want of the protection of our parents, it becomes 
neceſſary for the welfare of community, that proper care 
be taken by the ſtate to preſerve inviolate the honour- 
able connection of matrimony, 


Marriage conſiſts in the union of two perſons of dit- 
ferent ſexes, whereby they give to each other an undi- 


( 409 


vided property in themſelves. The good of the world 
requires that theſe connections ſhould never be broken. 


Adultery conſiſts in wilfally breaking a firſt connec- 
tion by living in the ſame intimacy with another while 


the firſt choice is ſtill exiſting. 


Both the parties convicted of adultery ſhall be commit- 
ted to perpetual ſolitary confinement, which will oblige 
them to reflect on their ſin, and by inducing repentance, 


may enable them to obtain the forgiveneſs of Omnipo- 


tence, When ſentence is paſſed the marriage is 2p/o fadto 
diſſolved, and the free perſon is at liberty at the end of ſix 
months to marry again. 


L A W. 


Thou {halt do no murder, 


The man who has committed wilful murder has proved 


himſelf an improper perfon to be permitted to remain 


in ſociety, and has committed an injury which he 
can never repair, F rom God alone can he receive 
abſolution, which can only be obtained by that ſincere 
repentance and contrition, which a true ſenſe of the 


heniouſneſs of the offence, together with a belief in the 


mercies of God can only effect. 
2 2 
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The murderer ſhall ſuffer amputation of his right hand ; 
and be chained to the ground for the reſt of his days in ſoli- 
tary confinement; let him be furniſhed with ſuch books as 
may ſerve to call him to a ſenſe of the injury he has 
committed. Let him fee nobody but the goaler, and 
the miniſter of the pariſh, who 1s requeſted occaſionally 
to viſit him, and to aſſiſt him with ſuch advice as may 


enable him, if poſſible, to make his peace with God. 


In moſt other countries, murder is puniſhed with 
death, but the ſpirit of our laws f is not to puniſh, but to 
amend. We do not think we have any right to kill; 
becauſe we cannot ſay whether God will accept death as 
an expiation; but we do hope, that upon a ſincere re- 
pentance, he will pardon—and this effect may be pron 
duced through ſolitude and lelf-examination, 


LAW. 


Thon ſhalt not injure thy neighbour in any of his 
poſſeſſions. 


All injuries ſhall be repaired two-fold. Where this 
cannot be done, the offender ſhall be ſent to priſon for 
a certain time according to the opinion of the court, 
having reſpect to the extent of his offences. 


Every magiſtrate has the power of ſending any offender 
to priſon till the ſetting of the next pariſh court ; where 
the offence muſt be inveſtigated, and the puniſhment 


(- * | 
declared. If any perſon knows himſelf injured he may | 
appeal in the following order : | | 


FROM THE PARISH COURT, 
10 
THE HUNDRED ; 


| 

Eg T 0 | | 
THE KING IN COUNCIL ; | 
| 

| 

| 

| 


AND TO 


THE PARLIAMENT. 


But to prevent troubleſome appeals, it is ordained 
that any ſuperior court confirming the ſentence of an in- 
terior, ſhall be at liberty to double the penalty. 


If any magiſtrate acts maliciouſly, upon application to 
the Chancellor's Court, the injured will meet with re- 


dreſs, 
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4 Shall, 1 make another trip to Veritas 
before I come to England ; if I do, I will acquaint 
myſelf with ſome further particulars of the cuſtoms of 


this iſland, of which I know you will be glad to be in- 
formed 


J am, 


Your ſincere Friend, 


J. RICHARDSON. 
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Paze 2,—Line 8—read Genius 


3 1 2——— Supreme 
20 Of the King and Parliament 
Y———12———were obliged 
25 —The Te Deum ought to have preceded 
the Litany | 


54 ——laſt line=— Civil Ceremonies 


62 — - laſt line — ſhould be to reflect 


76 21 add a Comma after, with it 
9 in ſhort he alone, and dele the word alone 
in the next line 
105————9———yet they believe that 
109=————16—— divine aid 
114 10o— general 
121 —2 dele but 
120———18———had given 
1287 the Feaſts 


133———13— a fair Statement 
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